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PREFACE 
TO 


Taj Mahal was 2 Rajput Palace 


‘The serene beauty, majesty and grandeur of the Taj Mahal 
have made it known all over the world. But what is not 90 well 
known is the true story of its origin, that its magnificence stems 
from its having originated as a palace. 


It is « pity that the Taj Mahal is believed to have originated 
‘a5 2 sombre tomb in the 17th century when it was perhaps built 
{in the 4th century to serve as 2 palace. 


‘The uddenness with which his gay and magnificent palace got 
converted into » tomb must have constituted very unfortunate 
occurrence of Jaisingh’s life. 


‘The changeover has proved a shroud deluding everybody from 
Jay visitors to researchers and history scholars that the Taj was 
‘built a8 @ sepulchre. 


Popiilar nostalgia for legendary love has helped fan the ame 
‘of Shahjahan's mythical attachment to Mumtaz into 8 raging fire, 
‘sveloping the To) in the dazzle of lesping flames and blinding smoke 
‘of imaginary accounts, discouraging any coo!, dispassionate research 
about its origin. 

‘Tee utter incompatibility and inconsistency of the loose bits 
9f information mouthed and written about the Taj Mabal, clanking 
{0 & crescendo of jarring notes in my subconscious mind, impelled 
‘me to attempt sorting them out from a tangled mass and piecing 


‘them togetber to find out whether they made a coberent and plausible 
‘account, 


* publabed April 1065, » forerunner to the present volume. 


Prefece » 
‘To my amazement ited me Loan unepect concn, 

that far from originating as « mediaeval tomb the Ta] ees Inge 

by a powerful Rajput king as his palace in pre-Mustim times. 


My research has also Jed to an incidental 

important finding. that the Peacock Throne to iy rho 
as the Taj Mahal, and that it used to be placed in the chamber 
which encloses the cenotaphs of Shahjahan and Mumtaa, 

My conclusions are based on a number of histones) works, 
both mediaeval and modem. A list of them appears at the ent 
of this book, I have quoted from those authorities extensivaly, 
‘The extracts, accompanied by the relevant deals about the name 
of the book, sbthor and page number, have been inchided in the 
narrative itself instead of appearing as footnotes at the bottom 
of each page 

‘The conclusions reached in this book might unsettle some 
important portions of medieval history 8 currently taught. and 
presented. But since all education is relentless search for the 
Truth it is hoped that all readers, whether lay admirers of the 
Taj, prying scholars or researchers, archaeological offiils or 
teachers of history, will neither shy away nor be scared in facing 
the truth about the Taj 


February, 1965 PON. Ouk 


INTRODUCTION: 


To 
The Second Edition 


‘alike this book and its forerunner, titled TH Mahe! was 
Rajput Pace, wbich are research works all other books and accounts 
of the Taj Mata) written during the last 300 years are based on 
pure fantacy. We were surprised to learn after meticulous inquiry 
that despite the plethora of printed hocus-pocus churned out on 
{the sj Mabal all Ube world over there is not a single book containing 
4 well-documented, comprebensive account of the origin of the 
‘Taj Mahal quoting exhaustively only contemporary authorities, 
Subsequent earsay accounts are hardly worth any notice for 


Merial remach, since one writer's opinion is ax yood a any 


echaps it just an wel that no scholarly body ever succeeded 


ran ‘authoritative account of the building 


Inrotvation " 
‘Taj Mahal being suspect, it waa but nutural that stbempte a comping, 
‘an authoritative account of the origin of the Taj Mahal should 
miserably fail, Nobody ever succeeded in or hoped to say the last 
‘convincing word onthe origin of the Taj Mahal. All previous atarnpts 
were bound to fal since they were all based on a wrong. notion. 
Starting with wrong premises Ubey could not arrive at the right 
conclusion 
We are going to prove in the following pages thatthe Taj Mahal 

meaning ‘the Very Crown Among Residences" ~ is an ancient 
Hindu building and not a Muslim tomb, We shall also show how 
ail the loose bits of information - whether factual or concocted 

dished out on the platter of tbe Shabjahan legend fll in plow 
and fully support our research. Just ss the solution tom mathematical 
problem may be tested for its accuracy by various methods, similarly, 
‘sound historical research provides # consistent and coherent story 
reconciling all apparent inconsistencies 

In this book we have produced in photoslat a passage from 

‘Shabjahan’s court chronicle, the Badshahnama, which disarminygly 
‘admits that the Taj Mahal is » commandeered Hindu palace. We 
‘have also quoted the French merchant Tavernier, who visited India 
during Shahjahan’s reign, to say that the cost of the scaffolding 
‘exceeded that of the entire work done regarding Ube mausoleum, 
‘This proves that all that Sbahjahan’ had to do was engrave Koranie 
texts on the walls of a Hindu palace; that is why the cost of the 
scaffolding was much more than the value ‘of the entire work done. 
We have cited the Encyclopaedia Britannics as ating that the Taj 
Mahal building-complex comprises stables and guest and guard 
rooms. We have quoted Mr. Nurul Hasan ‘Sddiqui’s book admitting, 
‘as the Radshahnama does, that a Hindu palace was 
to bury Muntaz in. We have cited Shahjahan’s fith- generation 
‘cestor Babur to prove that he lived in what we eal Ube ° Ts) 
Matai’ 100 years before the death of the lady for whom the Ty) 
is believed to have been bull as a mausoleum, We have slso quoted 
Vincent Smith to show that Babur did in the Taj Mahal Ya aden 
to these proofs we have scotched the Shahjahin legend in every 
detail and cited other voluminous evidnce proving conclusively Aa 
‘the Taj Mabal is an ancient Hindu building 


Fave overwhaing proot that we have produced in this bo 
oil ence for al lence all doubler of the correctness of oup 
rgand eamioce Ue Unt the whole worl! Can KO Wrong Where 
trerman prover right. Tix has happened time and ayn in human 
inary Gale and Finan, for example, shocked contemporary 
rumarity ovt of their rusted dogma-shells 

1h was by shoer Tuck that we happened to find corroboration 

for our waele finding on the Ta} Mahal, in the Redshahnams, 
Mr, Sidiiqii’s book, Taverniee’s travel account and Tabur's 
Meroe. But we wish to take this opportunity to alert. posterity 
snd our conlemporaries interested in research and tell thom that 
the proofy set out in our earlier book (Tj Mahal was a Rajput 
Palace) were more than enough to convince all those well versed 
4 Judi procedure and logic that the Taj Mahal existed much 
tefore Mumtaz's death whose tomb itis supposed to be 


Even If Mulla Abdul Hamid Labori (the author of the 
Ralshahnama) and others had prevaricated, the evidence we 
‘marshalled in our earlier book was enough to question their veracity 

their veracity 
tind impel vs Lo seek their motives. This is a lesson worth imbibing 
by the lay public and by researchers who have to wade through 
1 mire of falsified and distorted accounts. 


We have in this book proved to the hilt that the 
‘has boon bulk to its minutest detail according to the rank hoa 
selene of architecture of the Hindus, for the Hindus and by the 
Hindu. Now that we have firmly established it in this and in the 
‘acl book, the topic should encourage further research to trace 
the bistory of the Taj Mahal prior to Mansingh’s and Rabur's 
Pomesslon of i until we get to the original Hindu builder. Jaipur 
Bel ne in the Rajasthan Archives at Bikaner or in Ube possession 
Flares ae house might possess valuable clues. We have 
‘some clues In this book indicating that the Taj 


Sos ‘muunt have originated x Tejo Mahalaya completed in 1155-56 


tng, iat 0 fae « verlable barage of scoffs and sneers and 
rears wren muictions when we frst published our finding. But 
Too a mutes In Our conviction, Those jeers and ancers came 

‘AWarters. Particularly painful were those emanating from 


Introfuction n 


eminent scholars of history. Most of them expressed nothing but 
ehement contempt either audibly or through various acls of 
‘ammission and omission. The lay public looked on, dazed in date, 
find Tooked up to history teachers and professors, as if they are 
tracles for cues whether to laud oF condemn ws 
1 is painful Lo note that acholars, who feel committed to the 
SShahjahan lagend of the Ta) Maal, ether ty having authored books 
fon the Lopie or uided post-graduate students along the besten 
trick, of by virtue of their burenucratic and academic standing, 
hhowed a marked tendency to remsin sralt-jacketed in thelr belief 
‘Obetructionist und obscurantist objection» were Nhung at ua Many 
fngrily asserted that we had not proved our ease, Hut that was 
ss most unscholarly attitude. A true devotion ta academic research 
Should have urged them to ive s peoond thouyht to he matter. 
If they were right, the revision would have worked to their own 
dvantage, becauve it would have bolstered up their awn oaier 
belief by iving them an opportunity to fl up the Boles whieh 
we bad pointed out. If they were in the wrong, their holing on 
to their earlier dogmas was unwarranted. They thus failed to be 
guided by the maxim that, “If you are in the right you can afford 
to keep your temper; if in Ube wrong you cannot afford ¢0 Tome 
i 
‘There is another maxim for the genuine rewearcher, tht any 
Joopholes pointed out in an exiating belief should Yead to immediate 
intensified research rather than anger and hate against one who 
{questions traditional belies, Trying to find fault with one who 
Guestions hackneyed. elifs is neither yood. ethics nor) Md 
scholarship. Finding fault with 
has been pall at Is worse. For all we know the method emplayed 


trees. 


Luckily for us much water 
we fect mooted our finding, and totay our discoveny 4 
wei et oy me. a fal aD 


- 


“ ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Tempe 


Se 
oo Peerpvalieel sheeple: 
Cain nan et vo te 

Pee eles Sar rm bso! 
ar attain Tt tonne x vca ok 
eater esa ven anon me ree 
— ery tel aeemparatlieny 

See acre pcs et Long, 

eat os on 


The other corollary to our finding on the Ts} Mahal is that 
the Indo-Sarvcenic theory of architecture is a figment of the 
Imagination, It should be deleted forthwith from history books and 
textbooks of civil engineering and architecture. But the sctual 
amendment nesled is minor, namely, that what has been termed 
‘a2 “'Indo-Saracenic architecture"* should henceforth be understood 
to mean “ancient Indian architecture."* 


Athird corollary is that the dome isa Hindu form of architecture. 


A fourth corollary is that buildings in Ind 
F lings in Inia and West Asia 
ig rsd to the Taj Mahal are products of Hindu 
Ipashastra). Just x8 in our own ti 
own times we find 
spon poet to be in vogue all over the world, similarly 
ae ‘it was only Hindu (Vedic) architecture which was 
‘Prevalent all over the world no matter where a building was buill 
‘und for what purpose. 
cn dill Giseussions with university teachers and 
ES oe eeepmanmraetionns 
Having satler objected to our methodology a3 
‘Weing angumenustive, deductive and. lawyer-like. 
‘This rises & 


Introfuction ry 


in historical research, should be altogether avoided ? Their objection 
‘amounts Lo asserting that the conclusions arrived at by deductive 
togie or by the adjudicative profess are all wrong, 

‘We then ask whether man did not arrive at bis present stale 
of knowledge in every branch of human inquiry with the belp of 
his loxieal faculty ? How elve did he progress? Take the cave of 
treograpity. Thousands of years before Man could vend up spaceeraft 
to photograph the earth aid he not correctly conclude that the 
wecth wes round, by sheer logic’? This should thoroughly expoie 
the bullowness of Uhe objection, Logic tx justly called the science 
fof sciences because it treats of reasoning which ix the basis of 
Ait knowledge, from which history can claim no exemption 

Moreover, we may remind such objectors that. Yeading, lights 
of bistorical metbodoloxy like Collingwood, Walah, Renier, Lanyleys 
Seinbos, Berkley and Tord Sankey have precisely and repestely 
‘tresved that dotactive-type investigation, lawyer like angumentation 
tnd deductive reasoning are the very heart and soul of bisorial 
methodology, and that a true historian, must look with suspicion 


ven on longstanding and seemingly wellfounded belies, To drive 
‘book a chapter on. 


this point home we have included in 
methodology, Those unable to extricate themselves from the rut 
wr traditional thinking should know on reading that chapter tht 
the reson why their finding on the origin of Use Ta) Mabal has 
been 0 wide off the truth is precisely because they have 
ae violated the guidelines for research inld down by the very scholars 
‘by whose names Uney have been swearing 

Tncidentally this leads to an anciary conclusion, samely thst 
Indian and world histories have been saddled with numerods ¥o00H 
vrrcepes precisely because Unchers and researchers have also 


cae titring wrong methodology. The fall, therefore, does net 
dhor hg Tt was Bu 
Intian 


tie in our methodology. The boot is on the ol 
atural that antediuvian altitudes abould cause have If 

aaa A ratory. ‘The relist today we fod OAF SE 
Ther hundreds of years, that all that we have sala 

to generations of atudents about so-called Muslin architecture 1 
India and their alleged benevolent rue, fh ta BE 


‘The need to re-examine the different versions ‘of tho Shahjahan 


The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pal 


Joend of the Taj Mahal arises because the world deserves to be 
told the truth about this enchanting mansion, namely that the 
Matal was not born out of the death of Shahjahan’'s consort Mumtag, 
‘The ghosts of Shabjahan and Mumtaz have haunted the Taj Mahal 
story in the minds of the people for 300 long years. It is high 
time that people's minds were exorcised 


Another very important purpose we have in mind in unravelling 
the Taj Mahal-crestion-riddle is to expose the unmethodical and 
sipshod manner in which many far-reaching concepts have been 
{grafted on Indian history. and foisted on gullible, unsuspecting lay 
Contemporaries and on posterity. Reconstructing the story of the 
‘origin of the Taj Mahal should serve as a practice-lesson in research 
methodology, exposing lapses committed 30 far and highlighting 
the principles and safeguards that need to be kept in view by history 
researchers and teachers 


This book is also intended to impress on every reader that 
{tis not the cenolaphs which should monopolize his or her attention. 
‘The visitor must go round the entire premises, walk along its long 
turched corridors, run up tbe Taj Mahal's many storeys and its 
marble and redstone towers and minutely examine its many vaulted 
doorways. The two tombs in the basement and the cenotaphs above 
them on the ground floor are, if anything, but obstructions in 
{the spacious, octagonal chambers of this ancient Hindu palace. One 
of these rooms housed the ancient Hindu Peacock Throne which 
too was grabbed ty Shabjahan along with the palace 

Thoughtful readers unwittingly but nonetheless irrevocably 
‘committed, academically or communally, to the view thot Taj Mahsl 
is a Muslim monument are likely to feel perturbed, disturbed and 
thurt by the revelation in this book. Some others are likely to welcome 
the discovery of the Taj Mahal’s ancient Hindu origin as a coveted 
teuth. To both uch we would like to say that to us Truth is 
like water - tasteless and colourless, divine, pure and life - siving 
= neither sweet nor bitter. For us Truth is a mere abject of discovery 
~ at, in fact, it should be in all creative endeavour. We bardly 
‘care if some fee! elated or dejected by the discovery of tbe Hinds 
antecedents of the Ta} Mahal, 


In the field of histray auch a breath-taking and epoch-makin 


Introduction 
" 
discovery, proving the whole world wrong, J # rare oocurrinoe 
{Al the same we ei bo pera ctor car Ysa wah 
discoveries are impossible without supra-natural guidance, 
‘opportunity and inspiration. ef 
at to thove who would want to underrate or the 
extra of tin Maal sing to omens & 
real appraisal of ita delicate contours, majestic dimensions and 
‘enchanting embellishment we would like to address a few words. 
Looking at the Taj Mahal sa a tomb or a palace makes a workd 
Of difference. A palace in the residence of the prosperous, wealthy 
tnd powerful, and therefore a down-to-earth tuiling. A tomb, 
fon the other hand, is the weird, eerie abode of thove who have 
given up tbe ghost. Visitors or students labouring under the 
rmisapprebension thet the Taj Mahal i a mausoleum regard! the 
graves inside it a9 the foes) object of admiration and thereby mise 
{te real boauty of that. vast bullding-complex. On the other and 
if visitors and students of history studied the Ta) Mabal as « palace 
they would find their observation rapkurously rewarding, In the 
latter case they would no longer be content with peeping into the 
burial chamber and walking oot, calling it 8 day, 18 many bave 
hitherto been prone to do, but would insist on roaming around 

‘spacious grounds, going around its periphery, ambling slong 
its specious terraces, stumbling through ita dark basement chambers 
‘and climbing ita towers and upper storeys. 

‘Among the many difficulties one encounters in diving # new 
startling discovery deep down into the asic convictions of tbe people 
fs one of frivolous objections. For example erudite teachers of Bistory 
sometime, in all bonesty, refuse to Jok into hstaria! ebalial 
ge the ground that origina" historia sources are not aici 
This lttude of theirs os two falls, One B Wr Ce 

: w are 
of the supercilious role of « judge 10 Le eae wae 


Prine hia ke x folding referee AY IT 
Toe olber fault in thar pocular stand-ofiah se 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Paisce 


pronouncing attitude is the very mechanical, nonchalant. and even 
inrexponaitle way én which they ralve an objection, that the souree 
‘quoted tx only ““ccondary'* and not ‘original’. They feet they 
fare therefore justified in ignoring my research - findings. They 
luteh at this to ease the qualms of their scademic conscience. 
‘To all uch we would like to say that the technical objection of 
tho source being “‘original’” or "‘secondary"* is relevant only if 
tho facta cited are not admitted. Even a court of law and justice 
takes judicial notice of age-old focts. Similarly. scholars of history 
‘and for Usat matter other branches of study, have got to take 
historical notice*” of facts which are not disputed. 


For instance, in tho following pages when we quote Vincent 
‘Smith or Elliot and Dowson it is only to produce before the reader 
quick, cut and dry, cxpsule-form, well-digested, translated and 
summarised evidence from readily available volumes. So long as 
note quoted by thom are not doubted the objection that the original 
source has not been quoted is absolutely unjustified if not downright 
mischievous. How many poople can yet access to the hand-written 
original? If 30. many poople do in fact handle those originals, 
hhow Jong will those originals be available for posterity? And what 
resourch could proceed to any appreciable degree if at every stage 
the researcher's footsteps are dogyed with the argument that he 
has not produced all original sources, all over the world, in all 
Iangunges, on every point? This way it would be impossible to 
write oven» word. Have the objectors themselves ever tried it 
in the tomes they have written ! 

Before the scholarly reader thinks of raising any such objection, 
therefore, We would request him to consider whether be disputes 
the quoted facts or words. If the facts or words quoted are not 
isputed they do not need any artificial props of authority, whether 
primary or secondary. 

‘The discovery that the Taj Mahal is » Hindu palace should serve 
to change the perspective of even the Government of India’ 
‘Archaeological Department. So far they had been under theimpression 
that if the two pairs of cenotapha were kept open to public inspection 
thot wax being generous enough. But once it ia admitted that the 
‘Taj Mahal is x palsce, that small mercy will not be enough. The 


Introtuction " 


barred basements, the many towers, the upper storeys of the marble 
structure and the subterranean passage leading to the fort will all 
Ihave to be well cleaned and thrown open to public view. 

In browaing through the subsequent payes the reader sboult 
be conscious of the very far - reaching bearing that our finding 
thas on both Indian ond word history 

One very devastating effec of this book ia that at one strole 
it rendern obsclete all the romantic and paeudo histori hodgepodge 
written in prose or postry about the Taj Mahal throughout the 
‘world during the last 300 years. 

Architects, ax much ax historians, may find much to Yearn 
and unlearn in reading through the fllowing pages. 

Professional historians and architects would do well to get over 
her initial shock, consternation and disbelie, prepare themaeives 
tg jettison their traditional belief in the mythical Indo-Saracenle 
architecture theory, and instead Jean to view extant: mediaeval 
monuments as products of pure ancient, indigenous architecture. 
Suitable amendments in historical and architectural textbooks will 
have to be made sooner or later. 

Historians, architects and visitors to monuments should now 
be prepared to shed some of their carefully nursed assumptions 
based on fallacious tutoring and motivated brainwashing about the 
‘s0-called Muslim contribution to mediaeval architecture. Muslim 
‘contribution to mediseval architecture in India and al aver the world 
is severely limited to misappropriating Hindu, Christian or Zonist 
buildings by inscribing Arabic lettering outside or implanting 
ccenotaphs inside. The world-famous Ta} Mabal, the Red Forts in 
Delhi and Agra, the 20-called Jams Masjid in Agra, the so-called 
Fatebpurk Mosque in Defi and the innumerable monument in Ges 
ike Ahmedabad, Jaunpur, AUahabod, Mandayyodh, Bidar. BisPary 
Fatehpur Sikri and Aurangabad are glaring and graphic infaness 
of such wholesale misuppropration an doceion of the ene rar 


ase Mt alt 
India and the world to expose what the late Sir LM. 

‘the impudent and interested fraud” of Muslim Blstoey- writer 
of the present book will be bappy (0 i 


= ‘oe Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 
ruldmee and clues 

Layman sometimes ask tbat if the Taj Mahal existed centuries 
efore Mumtaz’ dosth in 1630-31, could not the radioactive carbon 
= 14 test be applied to determine its aye? This fa a question for 
teperts to answer. If they have an infalitle method they would 
fertsnly detect the difference in age of the material used in the 
‘enolaphs and in most other parts of the Taj Mahal. But for any 
‘nich teat to be useful its margin of error must be precisely known 
A five to ten years* mangin would not matter very much but if 
i eatends to veversd centuries the tests would be unsuitable to 
verity the accuracy of the conclusion drawn from historical evidence 
that the Taj Mahal is # Hindu building commandeered for use as 
‘8 Muslim tomb. 

ur government should now address itself tothe task of amending 
Nts tourist literature, histories, archaeological shibboleths and official 
dossiers on the Taj Mabal and other medineval buildings. 

‘And the entire citizenry sbould gear itself up to bring about 
‘complete change in its historical outlook and perspective 


N-198, Greater Kailas-1 ne 


‘nat at all Muslicn term. Thirdly even if Taj Mahal atin 
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PREFACE 
TO 


‘The Third Edition 


In presenting the thind edition to the reader it giver me 
great satisfaction to record that the earlier universally held blind 
notion about Shahjehan's suthorship of the Tj Mabal hus been 
‘considerably eroded because of the evidence adduced in the preceding 
‘editions, This edition embodies three new chapters and some other 
major changes 


In the earlier edition there were two chapters on Tavernier 
which we have trimmed and consolidated into s single chapter. 
‘Similarly, two separate chapters on the British and Mabarashtriya 
tencyclopsedias have also been trimmed and made up into one, 


Out of the three new chapters added two nadice new evidence 
while the third answers specific questions which rasders of earler 
editions have at times asked, 


‘of Physics. 
1 am grateful to Dr. A. W. Joab Depwrtinent 
Meerut University, Meerut, for supervising Ube publeation of thle 
‘ition. 


1%. Oak 
N-128, Grester Kailas-1 Be 
New Detbi = 110048 
February, 1974 


INTRODUCTION 
To 
This Edition 


‘Thir edition titled THE TAY MAHAL IS A TEMPLE PALACE 
thas been out of print since 1970, 


Barller two editions bearing the same title were published in 
1988 and 1969 respectively. 


‘Thone were preceded by three other editions. The first one 
tilled THE MAHAL WAS A RAJPUT PALACE appeared in 1965, 
‘Thereafter 8 commercial establishment M/S India Rook House brought 
‘out two sleek, paperback editions of 5000 copies each in quick 
smiceession. Their worldwide sale channels made the book widely 
known through display in London book shope, five star hotels, 
railway stations and sirporta io many parts of the world. 


‘Then something happened and they dropped it like an hot brick 

Perhaps the Congress party in power in India dropped dark hints 
Ahrough its secret service of dire consequences to the publishers. 
‘There were two possible reasons. One was the fear that if the 
isclomure of the Hindu origin of the Taj Mahal was not throttled 
the enblock Muslim vote, which enabled the Indian National Congress 
to rule India would be lost. The other factor was the pressure 
of the scadenile block comprising professors of history, architecture 
sod archovology, bureaucrats manning related departments, tourist 
officials and publicity media representatives who felt threatened that 
he un-verifiad sepulchral legend of the Taj Mahal that they had 
‘been sponsoring with great Nourish and aplomb for over a century 
Urough photon, articles, books and exhibits would be exposed 19 
sabeer propagandistic and bombastic sham. 


‘Since 1 lacked enough financial resources and wide sale outlets 


Intrusion * 


1 had to resign myself to my book on the Tj Mab 

‘ut of print though it had @ unique sentine-tike rae to purtorm 
‘of awakening and warning the world community of being Mitte 
fand cheated by the concocted Shihjahan- Mumtis leend of the 
Taj 


Tn fact the research methodology expounded in tracing th Hinds 
origin of the Ta) Maal in this Book deserves to be ranked aa 
valuable contribution i itolf since it wil help genuine, Hone 
frecarchers rid history ofa ot of chauvinistic sham and eant which 
clogs history because of Yong, alien rule and under alleminded 
ative rule. 

In 1960 a sincere friend, Mr. Arvind Ghodh sted in Houston, 
‘Tems, USA publisbed a paperbock American edition of my book 
title TAI MAHAL - THE TRUE STORY whichis sil wall 


J am grateful to Mr. Shanand Setyadeva of Stanger, Natal, 
South Africa who too, Wike Mr. Ghosh, realizing Ube necemity of 
‘making the book available to serious and honest scholars and tourists, 
hhas generously offered to finance he publication of this etitlon 
the TA) MAHAL IS A TEMPLE PALACE through hia charitable trust. 


arting from the first edition titled THE TAY MAHAL WAS 
‘A RAJPUT PALACE every subsequent edition has included more 
and more evidence, The present edition too has two additional chapters 
one indicates that 230 years prior to Mogul Emperor Stabjaban's 
‘sccessian to the throne his awn remote ancestor, Tuertain bad 
‘been 30 overcome by the beauty of the Taj Maal that be wanted 
fs similar building raised for himself in bis native place, Like every 
‘other mediaeval Mustim source the Arsb chronicler who reeoris 
‘Tamerlain's longing for the attractive contours of the Ta Mabst 
also severely shuns mentioning the name Tx) Mahal with Islamic 
disdain for a Vedic term, Incidentally tht Islamic hatred for the 
term Ta} Mahal and Tumerlain's onging for en Kenta elie 
also prove that the Taj Mat i not the “deadly Muslin moni 
‘that it is made out to be. 


‘Toe other added chapter concerns the Carton = 14 diting of 
the Ta) Maal. 


‘i Toe Taj Mahal ls A Temple Palace 


his ettlon is also being profusely Mustroted (rectitying ay 
aria failing because of my meagre personal financial resources) 
Tents to the unfincing Iberal financial backing 00 kindly and 
meron volunteered ty Mr. Sbanand Satyadeva from his trust, 


‘The belie that Mumtaz bad on # romantic moontit night entroated 
ber much-shared spouse Sbahjahan to bury ber in a dreamland 
monument is one of the many fraudulent canards vet afoot to bedeck 
the concocted Shabjohan - Mumtaz ~ Taj mabal tangled triangle, 
Entire Islamic history is full of such unverified, motivated myths 
which need to be critically examined and determinedly exposed 


‘That in spite of the overwhelming available evidence produced 

In thi book in chapter after chapter proving that the Taj Mahal 
sag Tejomabalaya temple palace complex has existed centuries before 
Shuhjahan, generations of modern scholars have for the last 150 
‘years been blandly and blindly passing on the unverified Shahjahan 
Mumtaz myth with great gusto and glamour. That is a measure 
of the modioerity, gullibiity, academic dishonesty and intellectual 
inertia of modern scholarship. Aa with dozing sentries anything 
with » Muslim label passes their muster unquestioned, 


‘Toe wcond serious failing of modern historical scholarship is 
its total invensitivity and insincerity. Though T have written book 
‘after book proving that renowned monuments from Kashmir to 
Cape Comorin are all Hindu though they are being tor-tommed 
‘a3 Muslim that has not disturbed the sonorus snoring slumber of 
‘any professional historian, historical body or university. 


Had they been true to their job they should have convened 
‘special sessions of regional and world historical bodies to re-examine 
he entire doctrine of historical Islamic architecture and either hauled 
ime up before the bar of world historical scholarship or confessed 
1 the professional ineptitude of their entire fraternity and started 
‘ campuloory refresher course Lo purge their minds ofthe sediments 
of the cooked-up Islamic architecture theory. 


‘A practical instance of the total unconcem of the scholastic 
‘world to my revolulioriary finding that the entire Islamic architecture 
hoory fa beaclees waa provided by the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 


Aroduelon 


When 1 wrote to the chairman of the Board of Béitors 
encyclosctia the surprising reply 1 reved ea th they fa 
referred the matter to their expert and be had opined Ut m0 
correction was called for, That amounted to placing supreme fh 
in the assertion of Ue accused himself that he isnot gully, 


‘A news media too have been equally gulty not only in fling 
to publicise this history-sbaking discovery but in actively going out 
aie weyts ecppee Tee ee 
‘when any news ives concerning the Ta] Mab, published in European 
or American newspapers routinely realod thet Shaaban way ie 
‘originator I addressed letters tothe editor of Sunday es, Vendons 
Christian Science Monitor, Washington Pont, New York Times ani 
‘Time magazine all of USA who carried the news, jnforiny him 
‘of some salient points among the nearly 129 proofs Usa 1 ve 
discovered about the pre-Scabjahan existence ofthe aj Mabal yet 
they never allowed any of my letters Lot publiabod in tein papers. 
‘This is « question not only of jouralate propriety bat even 
‘of ethics. Spould editors go out of tir way ta ok eu portant 
frews even from the readers’ column ? Journals often ais tht 
they have a nose for news. Ax such the sbovesnamed papers abel 
thave asked their correspondents in New Delhi ta. report In depth 
to my revolutionary discovery that he Ta) Mahal an housnds 
ot other spectacular bistoric monuments it Ya and wba 0) 
popularly ascribed to Mustim invaders ae al cured roped 
rie from folowing at important scent #4 news unde allan 
ra train have bebaved ke mongrel wih Diets ES 
their ind -legs terrified to expose te ality : 
theory which amounts to professional dictatorship palsy and umaeys 
‘The BBC. representative fn Now Dui ines ron 
ocumentary on historical mon 


though he was inform 
claim to that buildin 
the edifice was a temple of 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pl 


riginal builder from the 1ook of the 
Tika docor. They must be able to diatingush 


nal father of an historic building 
Sache fom the roa ft 


Temas provdnoteler Der Seg steading German maging 
mak rgreenatve in Now Delt to interview me on my 
Se tecey qintloning the Muslim sutborsbip of histori 
Titans 1 Fat tiered But Tater TYarmed thet they had p 


Pe ant the write-up they published had ridiculed my 


ant pod fun at it 

‘There thus seems to be not only a total apathy 
ceeainny among vorid news modis and historical circles to 
cpppeess the news ax much as Ubey can of the falsity oft 
sechltecture concept 

fh was that notorious mentality which bumed Joan of Are as 
wich at the stake and extracted an abject apoloxy from Galileo 
te mecape # aimllar fote for discovering and asser 
swect round tbe sun and not vice versa 


hat the earth 


Toe earth has turned many full circles since and brought about 
 uallative change in punishment in aa much as it is not the 
tether who ls any more thrown into the fire but his dicoveries 
se certainly thrown into the raging fire of journalistic and scholastic 
icwin global gang-up under which far-reaching historical discoveries 
like mine are denied all serious debate and publicity by bureaucrats, 
‘news-rmedia bosses and professiona) historians 


Wn s pty that tourist officials, hoensed 

oficial, snuides, professional 

sors, wba, archi, Jounal anda hot of there 

Teme ton oly dsb te To Maal shaving 
2s mpulebre are allowed to got away with their dogmatic 

ro-Beahjshan ssnertions, with impunity ae 


Ze Sti of Mastin invaders to misrepresent all conquered 


inert batings 
rece bg thir om cans ad the ite ated 
we serwed, tse Inaric hove claims at face value lying down 
(Clow scat, hltecture theory to strike deep roots 


ntrotuction P 


rors preter ea 
pico wo me Wales he ela 
is 
wipe ani roach ny engl rl 
pe rom ht ec ey a ey 
Paging fo 
cng «rowan te i et 
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Money makes the mare go runs a well-known adaye. True to 
that architecture-scholars of Ube two venerable American aca 
mentioned above bold a Jectare or two per year dating on so-all 
fulamic architecture, This is seademics in the revere jar 
consolidating # falsebood instead of uprooting Wt 
In administering thet programme the deademnie worthies of thom 
two august educational establishments have not even bothered a 
tecertain whether there is xt all any Isic arctitectur 
‘They ought to know that all renowned ister buings and 
ownships around the world are structures captured but nt balk 
to Muslim invaders, For instance the Dome on the Hack ad 
pa in Jerusser, the Afhambra and Cardovs megs) in 
Sain, the so-called Tamerain mrusleam and Shab in Rusia 
‘and the To) Mahal snd thousands cof so-called mosques and amit 
te India are all buildings captured ready-made by Taam: 
cconotaps inside eared 
Muslim invaders planted a few capt 
‘buildings and scrawled some irrelevant ite trig 8th 
eis such superficial tampering whieh hss misled RISER 
into attributing those buildings to Muslims, fe 
Believers in Islamic architecture ‘ought to re-exaunine Ub 
Issue of Islamic architecture de Ovo tron a AER r 
‘They must first ask themselves whet ‘Mone 


on record. 


‘Toe To) Mahal Io A Term 
. le Palace 
of thee own 7 They don't 
adly isan dooen't have any architectural measuring unity 
of is own 
Fourthly dd they have any architectural academics any where 7 
‘The answer in ‘nl 
Finhly do they have any hereditary masonry professionals ay 
the Hindus have in India ? There are none. Contrary Mustim 
lnveders such as Mobammed Ghiznavi and Tamerlain have recorded 
that they were s0 overwhelmed ty the beouty and grandeur of 
Hindu forts, palaces, temples, townships and river ghats that in 
‘iw general massacres which they perpetrated of all Hindus they 
took care to separate and spare Hindus with masonary and 
‘mchitectural skills to be driven at sword-point to tend historic 
‘buildings or raise new ones in thelr own lands, Therofore, far from 


Muslims raising historic buildings in India it is the Hindus who 
hhave raised historic edifices in lands now occupied by Islam. 
needs to be realized that Islam originated in Mecca only 13570 


‘years ago. In other lands swept by Islam itis not even that ancient 
Such # short duration steeped in Miteracy, rape and rapine is neither 
doquale nor conducive to conjure and develop a new style of 
architecture. 


Moreover invasions are undertaken to misappropriate victim 
countries’ temples and palaces. The aim of all invasions is to captrue 
feady resources and nol mere open tracts of land to raise mere 


‘mosques and tombs at that, of which there was no dearth in Islamic 
desert. stretches, 


To iit tha for generations ide strike any scholar that 
Be het talons ecm are tombe and tombs 
‘Mosques and mosques without any correspon: 2 

palaces? Dd 
win corpees need multi-storied palatial mansions with hundreds 
om seo away we he ma poten Wn 

‘ewied no roof over their heads ? The sbsence of such 
om qutining nd ers chocking bars wm 
~ Waunted modem research methods. ca 


‘Yee nother falling of modern research practices ia their 
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compromi Wilh snd ellos sh 
plenty of evidence fa the fllvog pages toda tari hat 
Conpex eosia of see brewer aio of Senet 
tarica lvl fore ae open ep whe toe de eae 
sala wit brick and ney Shahan or ae hap Regn 

od Wy tbe Indian Government's Archaea Sry of ee 
(AS). Way sould no the word Bound the ie x ote At 
to foro W 10 open ll he ed or Tod arias? othe Aa 
t mere deceplveoriraent 1 Te ct mapped to py at da 
cisco 7 Hind Ue AST tae honest to ao woul te Ge 
ven the water ln th sever-oriedlo  watar pat 
Sry, dls or cron Joma Gh 

Dot the ASL ting nf Ue re-Mison Congr Gov 
in power a erployees ae shee and el eu ta atid 
Anarown slay and poston, Tat x why thy rea fem probig 
sing bic kely to ercerate Muslin eng, xp asl 
‘ova end thereby antagole the Covenant 


Professional historians too find tbemtelver iv simile 
predicament. An average Muslim professor would be rucant to 

toncede that the worldwide credit Ut attaches o Muslin io bude 

of great buildings is misplaced, The Hindu profesor too having 

Jearned the same falsified history is ructant (eventhough convince! 

in the ear of his heart) to declare tat history tobe untrustworthy 

for fear of attracting the hostility of bis ‘non-Hindu colleagues, 

since they ail share alternating dulies ax paper-sters, exxniners 
and staff selection committee members. 

A professors, museologists, archaeologists and architects also 
refrain from disowning fale history because all of thi sds 
degrees, tbeir published books and research ers ve bem a 
‘on the presumption thst. the history they have darn BADE 
truth, 

‘The minds of Christin profesor bees ting cnllssed 


bby the above mundane and mercenary 
aoe urther excune that third partie OS 9 


interested in the dispute whether historic 
Muslim 


— 


“The To) Mahal Ie A Temple Pa 
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ston Ue very sndemicana and buresucrats who derive thie 
sarntac frm publ: funds are the once who out of persona 

ries teachrousl betray the peti trust placed in them 
raring picand connie to ash out oly doctored, raudlet 
certified’ bstory 

This is an appaling situation. While all elders constantly 
secrunine their wards on teling the truth they themselves spend 
Ty thar profesional lives in purveying historical falschood about 
fhe original builders of historical monuments for instance 


‘The conclusion whether it was Shabjehan who started raising 
the Taj Mabal in 16H A.D, as a sepalchre or it was some Hindu 
Maiuraja who had bull it centuries earlier is not to be considered 
fe « Hindu-Mualim dispute and therefore to be severely shunnd 
It in a question of acientif 
tk a correct judgment as being able to dictinguish between brasa 
and gold 


seademic competence and arriving 


‘the age of the structure, ite size and decor also yet smudged 
‘when building gets ascribed Lo anyone at-random. Bureaucrats 
‘and scalemiclans must have the courage to disown historical 
filseboods the moment they are exposed, But such dedication to 
the historical truth is hanily ever seen. These days considerations 
‘of mundane self-interest makes academicians and bureaucrats fling 
the truth out through the rear windows of their offices 


Persons nol given to deep comprehensive thinking often 
Ignoruntly or out of prvjudice Lend to dismiss the issue about the 
rua crestor of the Taj Mahal. They argue that ss over 350 years 


have elapeed since Shabjahan’s death it matters lite as to who 
was its reat builder, 


1X certainly maker & ot of difference not only in one but in 
pumerous ay 


1) Piritly estimudes of the age of tbe build ural 

— ee building and its durability 
2) Wer decor displaying cobras, tridents, ‘Om*-shs 

, trident, shaped flowers, 

we ‘wuts. conch-shell-type foliage, Ube cocanut-topped pinnacle 

‘ctagonal fostures would be inexplicable if the Taj were taken 
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” 
to be w Muslim vepulchro, 


3) The abeence of the term Taj Mabal in Mi 
in Mui court 
srould have to be properly explained ren 
4) If any goverment la the word would 
‘eer want 
en edie rivaling Ub Ta Ma wad bv fs apical 
for the marie and archictara expert? 1 ds rn na 


cexcuve itself confesaing Ut i bas ithe th wplendid stone nor 
the expert. workmen, 


5 


omnolent journalists often tnd to public the repae of 
intay work in the Ta) Mahal, Red Port ete, being done ty Musi 
craftsmen, hinting thereby that they must be of Tranlan origin, 
Tat is the result of the faulty history tanyht vo them. The atsany 
may be Muslim by religion today but their architectarl sts devolve 
from their Hindy forefathers who were force! ta convert during 
Muslim rule 


Our research has firmly established that the term Th Mab 
is ® popular malpronunciation of tbe ancient Hindu name 
‘Tejomahalaya and that it was built centuries before Shahjahan. We 
have cited relevant. evidence muggesting that the Taj Mabal cooks 
be the crystal-white Shiva temple built during the reign of Bale 
Paramardidev a8 evidenced by a Sanskrit inscription. 


‘Yok we feel that more research needs to be dave by opeig 
‘up the thousands of sealed chambers of the several sven-sare 
buildings and other rmlti-storied edifices (suc athe Nagar Kas) 
to probe their hidden contents since they cout yd ® number 
of idols, inscriptions, coins, documents 

‘The name “Temple Palace’ included inthe te of this whims 
has u apa connotation. The term Tejomabslye (ns To] MASS 
that bo survived generations of Muslim vandal, ts oan 
hp and th Vic emBlon tht ve ben in are eS _ 
‘dat the Ta) Mahal was originally planed and Bd 
temple consecrating Stiva's‘Tejling ne ccagonal Mees 
surrounded by a gem-studded gol! railing. 

ater when Musi riders trom Mota Gh ser 
ransecked and desecrated it the magico Tepauhaie 


_ 


2 ‘The Taj Matol Is A Tempe 
to be wal aa a palace ty whosoever ruled Ag 
‘Shahjaban's court ch 


That could by 
the explanation why the Bod 

eecvovtatges it as “Manail-e-Raja Mansinyh’ (i.e. Roja Mansingh 
Thus Raja Mansingh was the last Hindu owner in the 


mansion). 
Speqoored and acarred history of the Taj Mabst 
Anyway that history must be nid bare. And since the 


Archaudogiea! Survey of India (ASI) is not only siting tight over 
ik but ie aloo misleading the world of tourists and scademics through 
fis notices at the entrance to the Te) Mahal ascribing its creation 
ts 1 Mogul cemetery to Sbabjahan, world tourists who are charged 
th entrance fee to s0e that Taj Mahal, would do well to suo the 
{AST and the Govt, of India's Tourist Departsnent too. Any citizen 

The relief 
The AST 
ist from 
attributing the origin of the Taj Mahal to Shabjaban 2) All the 
Jocked rooms in all the multi-storied buildings in the To} Mahal 
complex should be open to visitors (3) The ASI should be directed 
to open up all the rooms in all the stories of all the buildings 
barred by Soabjaban with brick and lime and study the evidence 
{hat may be discovered (4) Free entry on Fridays causing a revenue 
Jors to the Government should be discontinued because there ia 
1 monque in the Tejomahalaya premises (5) Recitation of namax 
in the west flank building should be banned because itis the reception 
pavilion of a Shiva temple. (6) If free entry on Fridays is to be 
‘nnkinved Mondays ahould also be free-entry days because Mondays 
‘havea epecial spiritual significance for Shiv worship. 


1 baeve such legal redress could be sought by residents of 
‘bar countries too in their respective courts of lw. Because their 
scholars and tourists lured to tour India are misinformed about 
the real origin of the Taj Mahal and other historic buildings for 
all the tne and travel expenses they spend and the entry fee 
ey pay 


ot people in India and abroad take such determined steps 
tr lie cheting and fooling by Govt. ayencies in India in the 
ame of history won't slop. Envoys and foreign ministries of other 


of citizens also must seek similar legs) recres: 


to be asked for from the court should be as under - 1) 
and the Tourist Department should be ordered to ¢ 


parvtcion a 


rica must seo pot Presrure on the Government of inti an 
countries a in their respective countries to enmure that Unde 
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Page 402 of the Badshahnama, Vol. 1. 
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‘Aurangzeb's Letter (See Chapter 4) 


IN the city of Agra in North Inia, on the banks ofthe Yamuna, 
stands a beautiful, majestic buiMing-complex known as the Tj 
Mahal. It is by far he biggest tourist attraction in adn an one 
of the most renowned in the world, Three centuries of misinformad 
ppressure-publicty has resulted in focusing visitor attention onty 
fn two cenotaphs inside Ube Taj Mahal to the extuslon of ts otber 
remarkable features. ‘The result has been disastrous to « detail 
study of both its history and architecture: 


Until we slerted the public and governments the word over 
through our book titled Taj Mahal Was A Rajput Palice, plinbed 
{in 1965, iUhad been universally believed that theo] Mahal originated 
1s Muslim tomb. The traditional universal bli of the uninformed 
lay visitor, based on mere hearsay, has been that the Tj Mati 
Cowes its creation to the rest amorous attachment that the 
{ifth-generation Moghul ruler of Indin, Sbabjahan, bore to his wife 
‘Mumtaz. On her death the disconsolate Emperor, Uy believe, rast 
the massive and spacious To) Mahal as « monument to his Tove 
History students, teachers, scholars, researchers and 
yovernment-offcials connected with history and arshaeoloky seem 
to be hardly better informed than the lay *siter. At best Natory 
teachers and officals carry a few spurious dail cbt the Tal 


ounterfeiv, mutually inconsistent and anomalous pail be eal 


= ‘The Taj Mabal Is A Temple Pace 


ery part of the world rapturoulry recounting to us bow the cont 
othe To) Mahal could be anything between four to ninety milion 
Tepes, the designer could be anybody from a Turk, Persian or 
inten to a Prenchman, the period of construction could be anywhere 
between 10 and 22 years, and Mumtaz, the so-called Lady of the 
‘Taj Madal, could have been buried in its besement or upper Noor 
4 wry time from six months to nine years after ber death. These 
‘are only « few sbeurdities, anomalies and inconsistencies of the 
‘Taj Mahal story. There are many more which we propose to expose 
in the following pages. 

‘We would like to record at the very outset our wonder as 
to bow for 350 long years people tbe world aver believed the arrant 
ponsense tbat a stupendous and fabulous monument like tbe Taj 
Mahal could at all be raised, at least in India, to commemorate 
‘camal love. Such puerile credulity may be all right in tbe 
mumbo-jumbo of romantic fiction but is hardly justified in the 
context of the hard facta of Muslim courts in mediaeval India. 

Before believing in the “fabulous mausoleum’’ theory, to 
questions may be asked. Firstly, where are the historical records 
descrfting Spabjahan's romantic attachment to Mumtaz - one of 
bis 5,000 consorts, prior to her death ? Secondly, bow many palaces 
G4 Shabjaban build for bis sweetheart Mumtaz while she was alive 
‘before be built one over her dead body ? 

Histories are silent on both these points. The answer to the 
frst is that there are no sccounts of the Sbahjahan Mumtaz romance 
because there never was any. That so called romantic attachment 
‘was s graft to justify the mythical creation of tbe Taj Mabsl as 
wonder tomb. The answer to the second question is that Shahjahan 
‘i not build any palace for Mumtaz alive or dead. 

‘We would commend this method of asking challenging questions 
to oneself at every stage to ensure thet one's premises are flawless 
before proceeding with one's research. 

‘We would ke to record emphatically bere that bowever much 
‘it may please Western sentiment, the notion that tbe Ta} Mahal 
‘is « martie phantom of the love thst Shahjehan bore for Mumtaz, 
a simply silly. It never beppened in mediseval India and probably 
‘never happens anywere else in tbe world. Every Moghul monarch 


pity that in the mistaken ballet of 
for Mumtar, historical tele tne! Waal ee eee 
200 years, conjuring up fantastic data, In the prooas i 
org to check-up on is facka and see that they area out conan 
with one another. Toe resi, therfore, hs bm any hs 
ton inde! wih mae of atop hla aan 
‘Since the fetitious sooounts of tbe Taj Mab 
tod comping il of tala epotie ge eg ea 
fruch accounts could have been conjured op ia any part of the 
‘ror by anyone enamoured ty the mythical Shahjaban lagen uring 
the last 350 years. But we propose to present in this vdhane 
‘select assortment of those fictitious sccounte and prow bow bears 
and mutually inconsistent they are. 
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CHAPTER 11 


ADMISSION IN SHAHJAHAN’S 
OWN BADSHAHNAMA 


A CLEAR, unequivocal and disarming admission that the Ty) 
Mubal in « Hindu palace commandeered for use ax» Muslim tomb 
{a contained in Shabjahan's awn court chronicle written by a pai 
courtier named Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahori. 

Tn Elliot and Dowoon' we are told, ‘“Badshehaama of Abdu’ 
Homid Labori is a history of the first twenty years of the rvign 
Of Shuhjahan... Abdul Hamid himself says in his preface, that the 
Emperor desired to find an author who could write the memories 
of his reign in the style of Abul Faal's Akbarnama. He was 
recommended to the Emperor for the work, and was called from 
Patna, where he was living in retirement, to undertake the 
‘composition."* From this passage itis clear that Mulls Abdul Hamid 
Lahort wrote the Badshuhnams (in Persian) as an official chronicle 
tat Emperor Shahjshan's own command, The Persian text in ite 
‘original form is published by the Asiatic Society of Benga). Reproduced 
dvewbere in this book are pages 402 and 403 of Vol. 1 of this 


‘There are 2 lines on page 402 and 19 on pege 403. We have 
jumbered then serially so that those who cannot read the 
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2. Persian ter of Mulla Abdul Hamid’s Badshahnama, in two volumes, 
Dullabed by the Asatle Society of Bengal in the Bibliothecs Indics wees 
obtained the pootostat from tbe copy inthe National Archives, Government 
& Hedi, Demeter 198. Coen of that pubcon are avaabe ln 


{important institutional Woraries Indian 
7 Uaroughout the worl, dealing with 


Aninon Sais Orn Bo 
« 
yo np ah aan 
rendering Ric, 
A TRANSCRIPT OF THE PERSIAN PASSAGE. MY poy 
CHARACTERS (PAGE 402) * 


Mer dor bam ua mt wb sha 
‘beemar shudah > 7 


Persian script may follow the line 
script and later the Tine-by line 


2. Pan ax ctande dar dag par sare sud : 
Fateh Khan ge 


3. Pisare Ambar ba wat seelae Yaminuddouluh Asif Khan arm 
dasht meblawe bar 


4. Dowlat khwahi wa lswa jooge firstadah manroox dasha bod 
eh ein 


5, ‘Khidmatgurar ikhlan thinar benizrra Keb x koa ink wa 
shaqavent 

6. Guzcence bed sayaall wa mukbalifate avliyase- dowd 
imecaad moe namood 

17. Mugavyad sakhteh ummidwart-i marahml-|balibahl at, wa 
dar jawabe aan farman 

8. Quzah jiriyan (sic) tzae sudoor ate awd Meh ae 
srufar-e-00 farooghe rastee dared 
Jahan ra a. anlanishe wajoode besawand:¢-00 pak yarduana 
chun Fateh Khan 

10, Bas. az. waroode hukme jban-mulah burane:by-sliam Wa 
farjam ra Kbufah narnoodeh 

11. Shobarat dasd keh ba sjle tabeeyoo dar jai ws Hameln 
‘nam pisare Darsale 

12. Oora janasbin-e-aan badaayeen juntas 
mebnee ax 

13. Hagigat-e-cin waqueh be daste 
nowkarane moatamade 00 

14. Bod, tbs dangahe salateen panah 
subir shud keh 

15, lgbale ra ke be daroone hisare 


need, Wa ara dashten 


‘Muha Moeabion eh 


he 


‘The Tal Mahal Ts A Temple Palace 


qattne-saoogih (opps) styl Kwahand 


Fe Seid en rubs rate jrrabar wn murach ala-c-be-ni 
rahe pre 
aime Khood be rasme peebkash usaal numayad ta 
muthinwasate oo, iene qubul yabod 

1 Webs nanshoorenawazish kahpob murassah wa da yake Iraqul 
ti Ban-le 

49. Demgare Turkeo rah waar bs zia-e-mutalaa” mashoobe 


‘Shulkrllah Arab wa Patel) Khan 
29, Ma Dow laabaad farishtadand. Oodajiram ba benam-e-chihal 
hear rooplah murfarax gardeedch 
Rooe-juma’ bafdahum Jamadi awal neashe muqaddsse 
rmuxafire agleeme 
2 Togeddus hazarat mebd alia Mumta 
Aarveqaé m aenaanat mudafoon 
(PAGE 403) 
2. Bood masboobe Radshehzadae namadaar Muhammad Sbah 
‘Shula Babadur a Wazir Khan. 


24, Wa Sati (sic) Unnisa Khanum keh ba mijaz shanasi wa 
lardaance bo darise aolace pesh 


mancera keh ba 


25. Dasteo we wagaalat elaan Mailike Jahan malikae Jahasniyaan 
usec ood, rawane-e 


2% Trul Khulafne Akbarabad namoodand wahukm shud keh har 
rot dar rah asah e bisiyar 


2. Wa darshim wa dananeere be shumar ba fuqra wa nayazmadaan 

‘oitand, wa aamine dar 
%% Nibaywt rift wa nizaahat keh junoobrooe aan mise jaama’ 

sates 
Poh a ein Manail-e Rajah M 

"¢ Rajah Mansigh bood wadaree wa: 
si at ba 

0. Nabiewe 

Webi tag des bara-e-modfan e ann bashist muwaattan 
a 


‘Agwrtal Rain sings ble win dowsira fore arcem danisht 


‘Admission in Shabjahen's Own Redshahnama 


40, 


a. 


enmab be 


Az rooe abatiyast keh dar 


iniyeh aguzir wxt sheran Kumi incon 


Daren a aatarh doonaa 
farmoodand — 


‘and ax rasidane maash be aan shahar- 
abun Jamadi Ussnieh 


‘arama ar pa 


Sale anyande padare nora uma ovr aa 
pak sipurdeh aumad a 


Wa rmutaseddiyan-e darl Kbilfah beh muitos 
wagt turbst-e-falak martabele : 
Aan jahan ffetra mz naar poshiand, wa Imarse-se shan 
va gumbere 
Rafi bunyan keh ts rustakboer dar blades yates bmi 
srdoon rial 
Hazrate Sahib. Qarah-e-saani bashed we dir wire 
rnamoodare itigamat 
Aaayam banoe tara afgandand wx mubandisne dorbon 5 
rmoumaran-e-saanat 
Aafreco chal lakh ropiah skharast in imate Bar wun 
snmoodand 

[HEREUNDER 18 ‘THE LINE-BY-LINE ENGLUSH RERDIING 

(PAGE 4) 


Both were separated from one another and with tho wnjeat 


atrocities fll il 

‘After some time during bin father's ine (be) pase! en 
Prior to this since Fatebkhan 

Son of Ambar through Yeninddalis Aafia bl biel 


a patition 


16 


18 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


fe under rigorous Imprisonment and 1 ope 


pam ae lity of that death-inficting 


Te reese Royal mercy and in val 


Royal onder.» has fad the Bonour of being and if that 
seaaenen es any te Hn Tt 


Tum this work! abould be relieved of the existence of such 


ince Fatabkhan 
a perwon si 


Aner reciving the royal order — obeyed by the world - be 
ive arguments and excuses for his bad administration 
And publicised it to appear as # natural death and Hussain 


fname son of Darsalch was 


Made suocessor Maglly and a petition far from the 


Roalty of this event (was) sent through Mohammad Torabim 


‘one of his 


usted ep 


And the court of the Protector of Ki 
thad to be strictly complied with 


issued an onder 


or be taken inside Daulatabad fort and starved 


And be with all the splendour and glory and fan 
by bin 


ompanied 


EWert (son) as por tradition be given a send off, 0 that 
hia requests were accepted 


And equipped with the gracious charter (order) and with two 
horses ~ one Iraqui with golden saddle 
The other « Turkish with an ornamental golden saddle through 
‘Souturullah Arab and Fatebichan 
Were sent to Daulatabod - and Udajahan was honoured with 
# reward of 10,000 rupees — 
Feidny = 1h Jamadi-ul-awwal the sscred dend body of the 
traveller to the kingdom of heaven, Her 
Holiness, hazret Murtaza) Zamani 
Neamporarily, was vert — 

(PAGE 403) 
‘Resounpaniea by prince Mohammad Shab Sbuja Bahadur, Wazir 


who was buried 


‘Adsiaion in Shahahan's Own Redahnang 


Khan — s 
And 


tn Nisa oan 

Mn = we lew 

the (deerme) 90 foil Se tamper 

And was well vere the 
Uhe queen of queen a 


Was. bro 


400 and repre the veep 


was insued that very day 


During tho journey countless coins be dis 


fokiry and needy, ‘The o = 


covered with majestic magnificent lush 


of Ua great city and tote Ge 


Amidst which (arden) the bulting known sx be p 
(Manz!) of Raja Mansingh, at presen owned by aa dung 
Grandson (of Mansingh), was vlad forthe burl of the 
Queen wove abode is fn heaven 

Although Raja Jasingh valued it realy shana rage 
and property, yet, be would bave buen wrestle 1 prt wh 
it gratis for the Emperor Shabjaban 

(S120) out of sheer scrupulousness 30 exec mailers 
fof bereavement and reious sanctity (thinking 1 improper 
to take bis palace gratis) 

In exchange ofthat (asi Mansi) grand place, bo slag) 
was granted # piece of government land 

Ater tho arrival of he dead body In tht grat ty (Agr) 
(on 15th Jamadul Sani 
Next year Uhat iistrfous body of the bawvenly Qos wit 
Ini to reat 

‘The officals of te capital, according to the rye erda of 
‘the day, under the sky-high 4ofty masiolem 

Hi (ee toy of at pou ny frm te re ol wa 
and this Palace CImarat-e-Aalihan) so male (ee) 
with « dome 

0 tofty Uhat in its stature Ci) 1 
of sky-dimensions 


‘9 memorial to the Cone 


pees 


‘The Taj Mabel Is A Teenple Pa 
‘ ace 


20 (of Said Qarani SANT ube King) and in strength 90 mighty 


vmstat 20 firm - une foundation was Wid and 


na 
= Jy for sight and archietects of talent 


geometric wit 
4h, Incurred ian expenditure 
Toma hin pesrageouisie more coerent and clear we would 


of Rs. 40 lakhs on this building. 


Ake to explain 0 few point. 

Pinjeror Shubjahen’s wite Arjumand Rana died in Bur 
somevbore tween 1629 and 1602 A.D. Her body was buried in 
wien tere bot [esa to ave Doon extumed afer about sx 
witha end tranaported to Agra. Tven this single detail should 
feet ben enough 10 sie discerning and thoughtful people that 
aidan must have come by « handy ready-made mausoleum 
Wy eae would be disturb and remove a body well aid to rest 
od bave it carrid to Agra, 600 miles away! He woukin’t want 
Mr to be transferred from one open grave to another without some 
purpose. ven 1 commoner's body is not so tifled with, let alone 
That of queen and believed to be a very “beloved” one at that 
Moreover if Shabjahan bad really commisioned the To) Mahal be 
‘goould have raised it at Burbanpur where Mumtaz was already buried 
Buch careful checking at every stage, 80 essent ‘accurate 
Historical resoarch has been lacking in the fleld of Indian history, 


‘The body of Mumtax was removed (if st all) from Burhanpur 
cnty because Jusingh's palace had by that time been commandeered 
tor ber re-burial in Agra, ‘The site chosen for her burial in Agra 
Jan immense verdant grounds (Sube Zamini - 2s the Badshshoama 
Auer It). This shows that the place bad also a lush planted royal 
frien around Mansingh's palace. Inside those grounds was 
Maringh's mansion (maneil) which was then in the possession 
of hin grandvon Jaisingh - says the Badshahnama 
1K should be noted that Tajo Mansingh's mansion docs not 
wcemarly mean one bulk by him. only means that during 
hing» Mines R was Known as Mansingh's mansion because 
Marsing® was i lst famous occupant. That was an ancient Hinds 
Tailding that had ultimately devolved on Mansingh, and then 09 
SecaiesTers® ste be verentere tet. te Ta) Mita 
ecmmarlly devolve on Mansingh through the direct line 


Adroion In Shahan’ Own ay 


of descent. Such mansions % 
Many nar, ae he ee 


On arrival in Agra, Mumtan 


dome ot Mansngh's pal manos 
the Radshahnama. Earlier it tells us. . 


confounded bistorians hve further asvumed, baeamly 
Shaaban too obtlel  ope a Ges We 
should Sbabjahan exchange one plot of land for sober? 1 be 
did why would he not mention the location of the plot ven to 
Jnisingh ? What is worse is that historians cv some spurious or 
‘misinterpreted documents to say that Sabjhan exchange! «group 
‘of mansions to oblain an open plot of tand from Jalsingh to raise 
the Taj Mahal, Would a stingy, haughty Shajahan stoop to mang 
such an inequitable barter? Moreover the Aadshahaame carly 
‘asserts that it was Jaisingh who was given land while Shabjahan 
‘got Mansingh's garden palace in exchange. This ls one more dtall 
proving how the entire Shahjahan egend cf the Taj Maal i wbaly 
fictitious from ‘oeginning to end 
Obviously thin exchange ia a mere eyewash, Wha would ae 
with any equanimity a fabulous balling being exchange! for = 
‘open piece of land ? Secondly, the 
myth beenuse the loation and dimensions of the tof id es 
to Jaisingh are not mentioned. Thirdly. there was no love bk 
between Spabjahan, 20 “erbearing Maal tna pve, sn 


, 


# The Ta} Mobal fs A Teenple Palagy 


oe A80 long years bumanity all over the world has been duped 
into beteving that Sbahjaban acquired  pioce of open land from 
ssocingh. ‘This again should hve Induced some re-thinking at east 
sient students of history. Why should Sbabjahan, an emperor, 
west te bag an open plot of land from a subservient nobleman 
ie Subpohan's own S-generation-old capital ? Did not Sbabjahan 
Noose vast lands himself? He robbed Jaisinyh of a magnificent 
epoallod palace which was considered fit to bury his queen in 


‘he palice had s sky-high dome underneath which, the author 
ofthe Redshanama tlls us, Mumtaz’s body was hidden (\.e. buried) 
from the eyes ofthe world by the officials ofthe realm at Shahjahan 
command. Such command again was unnecessary unless Mumtax 
had to be buried in somebody else's property. Tho use of the word 

‘command is thus significant. We shall show that 104 years earlier 
Emperor Rubuir also refers to this domed palace. 


This mention of the dome is of far-reaching importance to 
refute the false notion entrenched in Indian history and architectural 
find civil engineering textbooks that the dome is a Muslim form 
of architecture. The Bidshahoara clearly tolls us that the Hindu 
palace taken over for Mumtz"s burial had a dome. Incidentally 
tthe edifice is also described as a ‘*sky-high"’ mansion, though 
those adjectives have been also interlinked with Shabjahan's courage 
and valour 


Since the Ta} Mahal has been admitted to be a Hindu palace 
‘capped with # dome it should not be difficult to comprebend that 
the s0-called mausoleums of Akbar at Sikandra and of Humayun 
sed. Bafdarjang ln Delhi, which have been often compared with the 
Taj Mahal are all” erstwhile Hindu palaces conquered and misused 
2 Muslim Lorn. 


Line 40 in the above passaye says that the Emperor enyayed 
iReometricians and architects for the project. This does not in the 
oust prove that he had » mausoleum constructed from the foundation 
Upward, Geometricians and archiecta were needed to plan the digging 
of the grave in the centre of the basement chamber and raise & 


3. This pole has been more fully dealt with in chapter TL of my book 
‘dome Blunders of Inllan Wisarieat Research published in duly 108, 


‘Admission in Sshen’s Own Hdshad 


cenotaph exactly over It in the centre of the & 


cn the ground floor and in the basemant of he Hod 
Thode plsoe. The sre ad 

to qulde the removal of some marble stones, here te 
engraved on hem in lettering of varioes sas, depen 
De which hy were tobe reid and ope 


words “toundon waa i ty 
saif-explanaory. Thy ae mein nt ot et a 
Finitly, since « corpse is always interred in pi, fling up the 
Sten ver the tdy "ug ond ape a 

it hus also # figurative meaning. Hy burying the body inn Hind 
pales, Sujahun in «way ald te font ot « Man oe 


Such ‘Surative but meaning) use of the tern,“ 
fe ten meet oe 
hat by hia conquests Napoleon Ind the foundation of the Prneh 
‘empire. Docs this mean that Napoleon ondered some digging and 
brick, mortar and stone for the alice of the Franch empire? 
Sunilarly Shahjaban “laid the foundation’ of bia wifes grey 
ordering sine building material lxcause ea chane comm 
1 ready fabulous palace. It should aloo be noted that many Musi 
hroniclers use Ua fraudulent term “ld the foundation’ to 
suggest falsely that Must rulers bul age buldings, 

1K is such logical and Kegad fnterpeeations we would ike to 
commend to all historians. Hitherto they have been une nove" 
inconvenient words and phrases, ignore signin pamagea. Maks 
fantastic nsvumpaions, bover in a word of unr, ri the 
ordinary and natural meaning of words nd) Kereat Sey 
yes altogether to logic and gal sifting of eden 
pthetic faith in forgeries and fulschontt, Sieh pad aad 
tunsatisfoctory methods will have to be given up if Indian Watorye 
haa to be ri of its many mistaken concepts nd abil 


bout the sum of four milion ra oe Ahab Oe 
edshahowma tells wx was expenicd on the ballin: 
ia simple, AL the outact we would Wke ta aperve th reer 
the weakneas of Muslim chroniders for exsptring, Sates 
‘boost the glory of their raya! partons, Alling for ia 
cof exaggeration we may ssvurne tat the actual expeniny clea 
to be expended may wall have been In Uh neighbour 


= 


million rupees 


‘Thereafter we have to cansiter another factor. In th 


eampant during Moghul ti 
for much projects in 
tinnuthorined profits of 


ed a large percentage of overhead, 


innumerable middlemen. Making due 
we may assume that the actual 


ilowance for such lnflated estima 
tipenaee abou Ive been in the nighbourhood of two milton ape, 

‘The two million rupees (or even four million for that matter) 
could be sity spent on digging and fling up a grave in the basement, 
falsing » cenouaph in the ground floor central octagonal chamber, 
Covering them with costly mosaic of stones to match and merge 


Js of rooms, 


Shh the palace Mooring, barricading the bundr 
Yentlators, stairesses, doorways, balconies and corr 
teven-storied marble Tejomabalaya Hinda Temple P 
td engraving the Koran on the wals of the edifice. The engraving 
fpecesststed raising x huge scaffolding to the towering height of 
the seven-storied edifice around its massive girth and its many 
Joy gateways and arches. Such mosaic Mooring and Koranic 
fexgraving necessitated the removal of the stone pitching of the 
Hindu palace at places and replacing it, New stones had also to 
te ordered to replace thove which chipped off or broke in this 
lampering and tinkering. Hiring of highly paid artisans, ordering 
‘of stone from great distances and raising of a costly scaffolding 
accounts for the expenditure mentioned by the Hadshalnama 

We shall quote in the next chapter the French merchant visitor 
‘Tavemnive to testify thet the scaffolding cost much more than the 
entire work done, This would prove that the work done was the 
‘comparstively insignificant lettering at precarious heights on the 
arches of the Taj Mabal and sealing six storica 

We wonder on what authority later writers have placed the 
cont of the so-called construction of the Taj Mahal at anywhere 


% P. 53, Blot and Dowson, Vol. Vi. 1 ls stated, “De Sacy also 
sentions the exagzersed account of property and expenditure, a8 to the 
number of elephants, borses, ee. and the cost of buidings, and such 
Uke, in the Memoirs (ot Jebangir) translated by Price, compared with 
be wore moderate auenenta given In Anderson's extracts."* 


Adsision in Shahjahen's Own Ratshahname 
« 

ak) when Sthjahn 
8, ces Hat aly a, 
untae evidence, nly 
+ Ub a ride nan 
he mort monstrous concern 


‘upto Rs. 90.17 million CRs. 9 crores and 17 
own court-chronicler, Mulla. Abdul Hai 
40 lakhs (four million rupees). 1is such, 


smitted, by Aouting rues of methodology, 
history with errors, of which perhapa 
the origin of the Ts} Mabal 


CHAPTER I 


TAVERNIER 


HAVING noted in the preceding chapter that Shahjahan's own 
court-chronicler admits the Ta] Mahal to be a domed Hindu palace 
commandeered for queen Mumtaz's burial, we pro 
fn thie chapter that the French traveller Tavernier's test 
fully corroborates our conclusion and proves the traditional 
Tegend to be baseleor. Tavernier visited Indis during Emperor 
Shuhjahan's time. He has left us some notes on the Taj Mahal 
‘which sould be useful in arriving at the truth about the origin 
of that mansion 


pabjahan 


Before examining his Uetimony Ie us first yet introduced to 
im. The Mahwashireeya Jayankosb tells us’ 

“Jean Baptiste Tavernier, 1 French jeweller, toured India for 
Ande between ICAL and 1668 A. D. His travel account is mainly 
devoted to commerce. He used to sojourn at Surat and Agra (while 
in India), He visited all parts of Indie, including Bengal, Gujarat, 
Punjab, Madre, Kamnstak, etc. He owned » vehicle. He had to 
*pred Bs. M001- for the cart and pair of bullocks. "The bullock 


Tavernier 


protection against highway robbery’. 
‘Tavernier has recorded (in his book tite 
being learned, he bas not recorded much 
commerce was concerned. 


In the above passage which talls ux who 
are three points significant for our discussion, 
was in India sometime between 1641 and 1658 A, 
it may be remembered that Mumtax had 
1929 and 1632. Tavernier arrived in India 1 
siosa's Socs, Wests oo en 
the mythical building of the Taj Mail commenced wikia ¢ far 
months of her death. AS against tbat we are ying U quoter 
that according to Tavernier the work commenced end ened 

hhis stay in India. That is to say, according to Tavernier no work 
was undertaken conceming Mumtax’s tomb at least for I years 
fer ber death, since Tavernier arrived in India only sometlne 
in 1641. According to some Muslims accounts which we shall quate 
hervafLer, the Taj Mahal was complete starting from the foundations, 
by 1743. Readers may note this glaring inconsinency berwoen the 
Muslim and Tavernier’s versions, Some of the former muy that 
the Taj Mahal was complete by 1643 while Tavernier tally ux that 
the ‘fork conceming the mausoleum was fot even Begun by 
least 1641. We shall quote the relevant versions Inter. The other 
point to be noted in the above quoted extract ia that since Tavernier 
was not @ scholar, his attention was concentrated primarily on 
wealth and commerce, 

‘The third point is that though Tavernier was in Indie 
intermittently until 1658, Shahjaban bad been deponed an 
incarcerated by his son Emperor “Aurangzeb in 1658. That iv to 
sey. if we go by Trverier's tsimony, tbe mack teceni 
‘Mumtaz's mausoleum commenced some time after 1641 and 

hhave ended much before 1858 when Shabjahan become a) 
Prisoner of his own son. But we shall show that 

‘notes that the work took 22 years to completa, That 

‘even if the work began in 1641 it ended only in 165% 
impossitie since Shabjahan was no longer on the 
‘Such glaring anomalies in the traditional To) Mabal 


‘Tavernier was, there 
One in that 


D. In this connection 
led sometime betwen 


‘The Taj Mahal Ia A Temple Patace 
“ 


anybody's attention. That proves that ng 
done regarding tbe origin of the Taj Mabat, 
fas remained content with merely quoting 


Ree 
pase 


cout de reconcile them. 


ren now qué abe Enccipd Britannic fo 8 more 
hema saunas wi Teri 
rece, dean Rapin (105-160), French trwveller and 
pm a th nd, ras Born 18 at Paris whee bi 
Fo and ule Machines, Protestants from Antwerp, 
bean profes f geographers wn engravers. His fart 
Pn tek urcy wea Iahan. He returned by Bagh, 
Ripe ws Absurd, Mata and Hay, and was wen In Pari in 
Yea I Sipe, TB e apn aeond Joey (2638-43) by Aleppo 
Ue Pena ad thence to nda as far 2 Agra and Goons is 
Mia to te eur ofthe Gret Mogul and tothe dlamond mines 
fom enacted withthe plana read more flyin bs ltr voyages 
inwich Tver trade! n cot Jewels nd ote precious wares, 
tun tbe grate prince of the East, The second Journey wat 
fatowed by four eters. In hs third (168-49), he went as far 
ssdrn en rte bythe Cape =n bis ast thre voyages (1651-5, 
VF, 0-68) be did no proceed bond adi. In 1000 be 
red iter of nobility ad in 1670 purchased the barony of 
fntane nar Caner. 


‘The cloning years of Tevernier's life are obscure. He left Paria 
foe Gwitzeriand in 1687. In 1689 he passed through Copenhagen, 
cn bi way to Persis through Moscow and in that year he died 
= Mano 

Bermfier we shall analyze Tavernier's noting about the Taj 
Mabie show bow, if property understood and interpreted it 
{eefis er contain that Seahjahan didnot bud the Ta Mabal 

‘ly commandeered an earlier Hindu mansion to bury his wife 


Mares 
‘Ben 20, we would like to point out here that the undue emphasis 


© F- , Recrcopeetia Britannic, 1964 7A. Val. 


Ignorant or have shown complete 
and jedicial evalustion of evidence. ‘The Law 
based on sound loge 


fh re of Sage 
of Midna 


1 a porson. were to approach « 
ont soln Sh nao ee ln 
iy th te a en 

The court wil justifiably ask that if the then 
se ey ht he ome 
auch a2 design: drawings oF aosount sheets OF a Insertion) 1a 
prove his authorship of the Taj, Ube plaintiff has na right vo eam 
any title to the To} on the basis of sume vague nating by « tid 
person lke Taverne from a distant country like France who chao 
to vit India during Shabjahan's reign. Taveriets testimony wil 
therefore be regarded ax third-rate evidence by court of fw wile 
historians have Lended to rogard it as first rato, Tian an tration 
of the much leeway that historians have to make before dalming 
to be competent researchers. 

ven so we shall show how Taverier's noting islf effectively 
pricks the bubble of the Shuhjaban logend. This i but natura singe 
A! seemingly divergent details must inevitatly fn withthe Truth 

‘Thin io what Tavernier has recorded” : "Of al the tomb whieh 
cone aces at Agra that of the wife of Stahjshan is Ube max spleni 
He purposely made it near Uhe Tasimacan where al foreigners coms 
0 that tbe whole world sbould see and admire. The Taxinacas 
ina lange bazar consisting of six ange court, ll wrrosnded why 
porticas under which there are chambers for tbe xe of mers 
and 


% The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Paley 


nencement and accomplishment 


J wlinensed the con 
‘work on which they expended 
rea worked incessantly. This Is sufficient to enable one to reaige 


f Ui great 
2 years during which twenty thousand 


thot tho cnet of t has been enormous. 1¢ is sxid scalfolling 
alin cast more than the entire work, because, from want of wood, 
thy had all to be made of brick as well as the supports of the 


arches, This hs entaled much labour and heavy expenditure 
Shahjudan began Co build his own tomb on the other side of the 
river but the war which be had with his sons interrupted his plan,” 


We must examine the above passage very critically. While 
‘eximiniing ik we must also bear in mind that tho Mieharashireeyy 
Jnyenkiash quoted earlier has sald that Tavernier not bein, 


wae only altracted by wealth and commerce 


1 scholar 


‘As pointed out in the earlier chapter, Mumtaz having died between 
1625 and 16%2, her body was first buried in Burhanpur in an open 
garden, After about six months (so they say) it was taken to 
Agra, That means Mumtaz's body was in Agra at the latest before 
the close of 1622 A.D. Now if we have to believe Tavernier that 
hie anw the commencement of the work (after his arrival in India 
fn 1641) the body of Mumtaz must have been lying in the open 
‘expored 10 yun and rain for nearly a decade 
confronted with another difficulty, namely the inconsistency between 
Bip account and Muslim ones. According to Muslin its, the 
‘nrllest date by which the Taj Mahal was complete was 1643, 


We want to tell the reader that in this volume we shall not 
enore ever m single report or detail about the Taj Mahal story, 
‘io matter Whether it is a concoction or a reliable piece. Unlike 
the historian before us, we shall not brush away the inconsistencies 


4m the several accounts. In fact we welcome them to show how 
feven falsehooils and concoctions can be log! 
‘econeiled with the truth 


Here we are also 


ally explained and 


‘Tevernier 


taken to Agra for conseration in the ew tom oly 


of 12 oF 13 yearn, which we are tod by se 
to build the Ts} Maha sre wa Co 


That the tr win rely ae 
Mind place we have already prove by quating eter Sue 
fn cout hroider Mls Ade Sra 
The period of six mn hat a to pe bor Mt 
vody was taken to Aaratrm Bathanpur expt yt ig 
mum to scheming 0 eta da Hae a 
Under the pela ot Mama's ape uli dese 
Vaisingh was a vassal ot Uo Mogi hea or An 
surrendering Taj Mab for Moh mine, 


(On arrival in Agra, as Shabjohan’s court chronicler tlt ua, 
Mumtaz’s body was buried under the Jfly dome of Mansagh's 
palace then in the possession of his grandson dalingh, According 
to that account. no time was Tout between Ue arrival ofthe ey 
in Agra nd its burial undee thelfty Hind domed palace Apparel 
therefore, Muslim accounts of the building of the Ty) Nabil are 
‘il concoctions, We shall prove them (a be x0 ly anlyaing them 
in deta 
Having buried Mumtax's exhumed body jn the Mindn pace 
at Agra, Sbahjahan was notin any hurry to make farther cae 
The workmen whose names occur in Muslim accounts are #f ose 
ag buasement, ec a omolaph on the 
who dug the grave in the ee 
he walls of Ue Tah abs 
ground floor, etches Koranie extrac oF 
|: . ‘ix stories. To thir eaten Ue name 
various accounts may be 


and on its arches and. sealed 
of designers and workmen found in Ube 
genuine. b 
wernier's statement that esa the crate 
ana accomplishment of his rest work’! be eel IES py 
the work was nothing more than (ring the WI 

intricate scaffolding, inserting bev 


As for 


ri oe ene 
cso eo ee 
a ae Soe oe 

oe tas Mala ee 
ye 


— 


the Taj Mabal Is A Temple Palagy 


 sS 
Soanhcenee hea ohn 


err coos can be explained vay withthe help of the truth 

se for Mun accounts Bring concoctions, we ave a long line 
ot ean itorans tke tbe late StH. M, Eliot”, De. Tessitort 
Site, 8 N. Sor" to tel us that those accounts must not be 
reli} pon. 


I Siahjahan “purposely made the tomb near the hed 

Tacimacan where all fore J should 
see and aire t,"* Ube question tbat arises is whether a reportedly 
Inconsolibly grief-stricken Sbabjaban would find a sheltered, quiet 
svt for bis wite's tomb, If he really built one, or whether be 
‘would behave like a cheap itinerant entertainer? Was he in the 
show business Lo want to rig up a big show out of even his wife's 
oaths and pny to the gallery ? 


ers come, 30 that the whole w 


1k is no wonder that even the insignificant engravings on a 
commandeered Hindu palace should take 10, 12, 13, 17 o 22 years, 
slog in difervat accounts, because far from the prodigal Moghul 
{hat Shabjaban is made out Lo be, be was a very miserly, haughty, 
Setatng merch, Bro cbervioe 00 Mosln monarch coh 
ford to sper fabulous amounts on the death of each one of 
bis 8,000 harem consorts and many hundreds of other relations. 


Morwoww, the time taken in construction 
| ion is immaterial because 
cence Musmtaa's 

aa's body was safely ensconced under the dome of the 


9 bt A Downe, 
inte Fem. rune Histery. in he preface Sir HM. Hiot 
a fraud.” fuslin era in Inde 
Pramigs of te t x 
1 he htt seats History Congres, tnd Sexsion, 108. 
mt Dr. 8..N. Ben, quoting the Talian 


"is an impudent and 


—— 


tore 

. 
loty aod msjestc Bind plas, Whi ap 
1 oa, teak eayiieg teas Se 
Srcertanty ofthe periods mentioned inthe numerous wertans 
ta Roa plousble evidence bacete we now fem pean 
‘nen a usurped balding fs to be srl  oy etalon beh 
“erations could be spesmodialy lncerporalel, er u 
wrt, in the bung, scoring to in Gang sa fe 
ree capac. Sathana te ea ae a ee 
Wo to 22 year, mentioned bythe fran hel dary ag la 
10 be trae, Reconeling thus erlon w ay st ae 
vend and the cenotaph mosaic of Mamta ok 10 yar 
vpar athe soctest period meatone ty ay wre. Tat 
A ee os tr 2 pa Coan 
se eatin fetering was not Stujensn’s Innovation, Tk ba 
ry eattion, The Adbai-Din-Ka-opds st Ajmer, whieh a 8 
part of Vigrahara) Vishaldeo's palace, bers Islamic ltering. The 
Par ctu Minar whic van anion Hinds obser ame 
wee Pen similarly came for Islam withthe resin of 
ae” ceovngs on it. The aoa Humayun, Slr al 
‘Akbar tombs, though earlier Rajput ‘palaces, have met with the 
aoe ata wonder Sahatan cri ore thiall om 
tradition of his forbears ‘end with @ masterstroke of Amperial 
vthandetness robbed desing of bis ‘uous ance pls 
which was Shahjshan's ‘maternal bome. He had # ‘twin, objective 
we a aay lind pale into weird Maslin tant, Ome 
a oe npoverish and burl «ind pine eas, 
rr acter to appropiate be whole plone witha Ebi 
aa aca pendant, gold pee and rit ae Sh 
fand tbe fumous Pescock Throne (which aR in this palace) 


work ubjaban purposely mae tbe Yb NEO beat 
(orbich tod ix large courts) where al {Over 

the whole world should see and admire? en 
fs Taz-i-macan, i.e. royal residence, wich i seen 
‘Taj Mahal. any ne 
sina Tj Mahal oven before Mumbaz's DUT 120 yg Tavern 
Panne eta us Unt forignera used 0 Na agri 


ee 


4 The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Play 


palace and that Shahjahan's object in burying Mumtar there yay 
precy to cash in on the sculptural yrandeur of that dreamland 
place, 

Stuhjehan & often misrepresented in Indian histories ay 
fabulously rich Moghul, This image of his derives fromm the beliet 
that he built number of costly buildings while he actually dig 
‘not bull even asingle, Far from being a monarch possessing fabulous 
‘wealth Suahjahn could hardly command any resources worth the 
same because his near ~ 30 ~ year reign was marred by 48 military 
campaigns, Shahjahun's. relative poverty is fully borne out by 
Twvernier’s remark quoted above that from “want of wood" the 
seaffoMing, including the support of arches, had all to be made 
of tricks. The reader may well consider whether a monarch who 
eannot muster even the timber necessary for a scaffolding, in a 
country tike India which had vast stretches under dense forest, 
‘ean ever hope or dream of ordering a building as magnificent and 
‘majestic as the Taj Mahal ? 


Tavernier's remark that Shahjahan had to use bricks even to 
mupport arches I of special significance. It means that the "arches 

S@isted already. It may be noted that Koranic engravings on the 
Ta) Mahal sre made around Ube arches. When tho original stone 
slabs were removed by Shubjahan and were substituted by other 
Hata with the Muslim lettering, the arches 30 tampered with had 
to be supported with bricks. So this part of Tavernier's observation 


also proves thet the Taj Mahal with its arched entrances existed 
ven before Mumtaz’s death, 


‘When Tavernier says the Tasimacan (i.e 
Kenge bazar consisting of vix large courts he is obviously describing 
the spacious rid stone pavilions around, excluding the marble 


tuilding, since it had already been appropriated for Mumtaz"s buria. 
{tn fock Taverniee's sccount ma 


the whole world designates the marble building as the "To ae 
Ws a9 the * Taj Mahal 


n the peripheral red-stone buildings as 
Tie {Micet." Toe fac is that toth the marble building and 

constitute the 
‘own property'* belonging to Jaisingh. 
Poverty - the majestic magnificent marble palace 


Taz-i-Macan) is 


palace. 


fore we end this chapter, however, we wank to cmon the 
reader about the worth of Wester scholars’ or vor aki 
During Britiah rule in Toda thee wa m strong lendency 1 pase 
great store by the jottings of Western obeerver, Tt 
persists even now though we are free. But Rene, himself an Fags 
scholar, has made some important obvervaion, which prove x 
classic instance of confused minds 


Ine fotnate on page 164 o is book, Keane beeen, Twvelar 
commenced bis first vayage in 16il and se Aran fn 
Constantinople to ispahan in Pera, return to Frane in. 165, 
He did not, therefore, aon the commimcrnent ofthe aj bi be 
a 
may have heard of it at Ispahan. Iie fourth voyage from tf 
to 1685 was Lo India, and it wns thon tha besa tbe oamplon 
of the Ts pee 
praly Jet us tell Keene how Tavernier a right 
not pepe # ‘since Ube Taj Mahal was # Hindu mansion there 
was nothing for Shahjahan ta do ane a dga tah a eS 
central chamber, if at all, and bury the conpee of Mumia 
‘Therefore Tavernier ned ot ver inn 0 
erefore . pe 
the commences, What Town ma i 


therefore right 


‘be in India only sommetime betwee at 
other hand, Encyclopaedia = 


4 ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palage 
several time Intermitently. This indicates that Tavernier ig 
ar Tas stated ia not the truth or the 


yo very reliable. AN! that he 
te 9 than four years (between 


‘hole truth. If he was In India for te 


J/1-1658 including the months covered by the voyage Lo and fro) 
‘would I be right for him to say that “20,000 Iabourers worked 
Jnemmanily for 22 years and that the work commenced and ended 

This indicates that Tavernier too has bluffed 


tae kt at hstry rpg te To) Mabal hy recording Muslim 
ate en bony ead but pase on o posterity ms it band 
informain 

Tories wlieg mah Gut four mec pont, rarely 
1. Toa Shean purpoey brie Mumtaz ner» bazar kon 
ts tntmcan Chey) Maal). 2 Tha be coud not get any inber 
fort ecleg. 3 Tht Ue ont ofthe eafeting was more 
than tha ofthe eae work, 4. That 20,000 Inbourers worked 
troweenly for 2 Jue 


OF the above the first three points clearly imply that Shahjahan 
took over & ready Taj Mahal for Mumtaz’s burial. The fourth point 
‘on which traditional historians have banked does not make any 
sense when it is considered that a Tavernier staying in India only 
for four years (1051-1655) cannot agsert that the work which began 
and ended in ix presence tasted for 22 years 


But Twvernier's apparently absurd statement makea sense if 
1k ls properly interpreted and understood. When he arrived in India 
Jn 1651 Mumia had already been buried in the Taj Mahal for 20 
yearn. The work of raising @ scaffolding around the Taj and engraving 
Koranie stanzas then commenced and ended while Tavernier was 
In India. I that took two yeara Tavernier“s observation that Mumtaz" 
‘omb was ty that time 22 years old and the work (of the scaffolding 
sd engraving) began and ended in his presence proves to be singularly 
correct. So even this fourth point of Tavernier’s testimony which 
vena muypectad to wupport Shuhjahan's authorship of the Ta), tums 
oul to support our contention that Sbahjahan only usurped the 
Ta) Maal. 

‘Tavernicr’s observution that because of the unavailability of 
Limber Shajaban had to erect a scaffolding of bricks all round 
the Tw), and that the work was completed afler 22 years indicates 


® 
Uh he whole othe mare Ty Mata ng 
sexo curtained off from public view for zz hag nart ele 


2 Nong years ty 1 wall 


of rick el sealing, Tht oy Mau 


hidden from the word for oe whee years 

ik 
that afer a le of 22 year when the be - sot 
dismantled nd tbe Ta Mabal cae ina view pce sn 
feneration started baving tht wan” Santen a 
fommissoned R 


1k was because ofthat brick troud thi we find uli Western 
visitors lke Peter Mundy and Taverner making info, confused 
and sketchy notings about Shaaban being engaged in bung 
tomb for Mumtaz and bis employing of sl poole muinly only 
calligrapbers, and labourers to level Uh hillocks onthe outa, 
‘Tho skit of # historian researcher tke that of serie investor 
lies i. geting at Ube truth from such a jumbled mass of comers 
dctails. Fortunately in te case ofthe To Maal various contemporary 
observers have left us very important cue which belp wx pink 
fout unerringly tbat the marble Ta Mabal was commander by 
Shabjaban and misused as a mausoleum, 

oe 


1 ‘And Recent 
puranqant's Vetter Excavation 


sich baw drafted the DUE on Ce of 


« 
CBtovane should Ulunderngly misad thy ah eer 
CHAPTER TV 


Pepocshi of # world-class "montreal hg ayaa 
‘Mumtaz is taken to have died . 
AURANGZEB’S LETTER AND Wf theo ‘sround 16 ay ig, 


red, the period of 22 years givia un 165% A, p 
RECENT EXCAVATION terSpich the To} Mahal stood competed wk nd wpa nae 
. 1 fem in all grandeur and majety. Bt wth et 
the Archscology department and the tndionait ern wal 
feve it, we ave on records Jeter from Pisce Avaya, et 
In addition to the admission in the Badshahnama that the Taj year earlier [.e, of 1652 A. D., scotch Uh dim, Tht ale 
Maha 


ecorded in at Yeast Unree contemporary Peian chen tiles 


commandeered Hindu mansion, and Tavernier’s noting 


{dit the Taj mansion was ‘'purposely™* ¢ 


oven by Shahjahan for ‘Adsab-e-Alumgiri (P. 82 of the mansscrgh with he Nan 
Mumtax's burial, we have two other p important corroborative ‘Archives, New Delhi), Muragga-e-Akbarabedl, and Yaaigaemima, 
evidence. One is a letter written by Prince Aurangzeb himself to {a that Aurangzeb reports to Emperor Shaaban tht while prceating 
his own father emperor Shahjahan, and the other of facts discovered from Delhi en routs tothe Deccan 8 wi a 
in recent investigations inside the Taj Mahal precincts. in 1652 A. D. Aurangzeb happened to snoaber Mumtaa’s 
Universities, scademicians and laymen who have been ‘uri place in Agra. 

oiferously and adamantly asserting that Shahjaban built. the Taj Paying dve complies ad rt oe i: bors 
Maal, are unaware that they ar all hopelesly divided on the various Sbahjahan, Aurangzeb states in his dic 
details Of the story. For instance Mumtaz, the heroine of the story jie. Agra) on Thursday, tbe ec 

Jn variously hazily believed to bave died somewhere between 1629 T called on Bedshahzoda Jabant 

and 1682 A. D. Likewise the ec 


edouroun be 
struction of the Taj Mahal by in the garden of Jahanara, In that spt 
Shaan (7) ia equally hazly believed to have taken anywhere 


by seingtie verdre 1 eng ha compan OE 
between 10 and 22 years. During the British administration in Indis everybody's well-being, 1 stayed in the garden 


" tomage to 
the tendency had been to place more reliane Next day it being = Friday. 1 went 19 BO BY) 


"9 preoence 
4 Westerner when records differed the soored grave which bad been ai in Your Mast? 
Administration In India took it 


nthe noting of 
Accordingly the British 


sarong st 

See at ruc ee Toe Chen cxolap, eave.) 6 A OT ee 
Af Tevorniee's mumble that the work concerning Mumtaa"s burial solid bat the dome over the grave las 8 1 aayty se 
lok 2 years deserved mare credence Lo the exchision of all Muskim luring the rainy ~ season on the BORIS To alr 7 
Aci. I apparetly didnot enter their brains that since Tavernier royal rooms on the second. store od oe 
find Muslim, versions all differed radically from one anothes vith tnd the four northern portions 04 THT yi ee 
Hither telag able 40 cle ny court document, they mux a Of the sever storey canes 104 te FS gp ee Ha 
fuloe. Therefore somehow tiv British accepted a hodgepodge versic ave all asborbed water rou MET yA thew tM 
of the Taj Mahal, made up of spurious details culled at rand ‘the current monsoon season st 

from Buropean and Muslim accounts. Such an hybrid concoct. sot temporarily repaired. ha vr on 
ul up on & marble plaque outside the To} Mabal's garden gateway ‘pat 1 wonder what il BEPPSY 2 cag la 
‘roclalis tothe gullible ly visitors thatthe Toj Mahl was completed 


rin 
ity bal, ee 
in 22 years. That the Government of India's archaeology department ‘mosque, the communi 


‘The Ta) Mahal I A Tenople Patagg 


se repair. 1 foe Ut the 28004 sney 
sy at av more etna redone with Mortar, rick and 
rk to Be ae Mn ger domes WOU eave thee 
Repairs 10 Mince, Tt 3 boped that Your Majesty 
eafings fram, Seer necessary action 
Ik nto the mater and order DOSS 
Teena rte 
testy wl reaper only plex remains 
a iri so te ar wal 
iy a mystery, The stream eceping away * 
proven Gamage 
ay Sotarday too I visi 
cx (Dara) who also paid 
7 ‘ees ‘my Journey (to take charge 83 governor of the 
een on Sunday and toy the 8th instant Iam in the vicinity 
of Dips 
‘Tus from Aurangzeb's noting it fs apparent that in 1652 A.D. 
us the Ta} Mabil budding complex had become 20 ancient that 
1 nes daborate repairs. So what was carried out in 1652 A. 
1. ws not the completion of a new building but the repairs to 
sid bung complex. Had the Taj Maha been a building completed 
in 1653 t woud not ave fallen to the lot of a chance, Jone visitor 
Whe Aurangzeb to notice the defects and order repairs in 165 
‘The defects should have been noticed by the thousands of workmen 
14 burrs of court aupervisora who were supposed to be bulidng 
the Ta) Muha). And since such serious defects had been in fact 
heed & year before completion all the tom-tomming of the 
“Smuater-buller of the Taj is utterly unjustified. The builders 
the Taj were 0 doubt master-craftamen but they were not 
‘Shabjaban’s contemporaries but Hindus of ueveral centuries earlier 
‘Sina It was not Shabjsban who commissioned the Taj Mabsl 
‘ut some ancient Hindu king. Likewise the ‘Taj did not come into 
‘ring ms an Islami mausoleum but as a Hindu temple ~ palace. 
ecther very signiticant 
Jatier la that fet he a 


inmundsted and looks desolate. Its scenie 
jnen the floods recede. 


fed the spot and then T called on the 
ime a return visit. Then taking leave 


‘arangseb's Letior And Recent 


a inating conglos wis anti 

ha (ectioe compiaten, fammges Sea 

tot tyranny, wool So Ee 

i us ier to epee Guage { 

Ui dove and coy mentioning a be ann 
7 


out some wngent repr, At los this er of are 
balp bistorians to correct their mis nee shat 
‘of the Taj Mahal. ‘ations about the origin 


In his leter_ Aurangacb refer to the garden of tbe 

t= Mssah are, La, Mom Gee, Toe ee 
{hat the orignal Sansieit name ofthe garden surouaing Ty 
Mabal alias Tejo-Maba-Aleya must bave ben Chanira Ulan: Wh 
derive this conclusion from our research observation that Mastin 
invaders used to translate contemporary Sanskrit tenn nto Plan 
after scizire of premises or persons. Tho concep of vierng the 
Taj in moonlight ia, therefore, obviously of Hindu, pre-Suhjehan 
origin. 


Another noteworthy point in Aurangeb's Sater fst be 
confesses to a sense of mystery and wonder that whle the garden 
seemed all flooded and the nearby Yamuna river was in high wpe 
its stream yet owed quite « respectable distance wy frm the 
rear wall of the Taj. We have also observed in our cw day 
even at the peak of the rainy-euson when one see nithing but 
1 sheet of water everywhere the Yarnuns sill ows shout 10 ft 
away from the Ts) wal. 

iad Aurangzeb's father Soahjshan commiasoned the Ts) Mab 
the secret of the Yamuna stream keeping away from the TW) wal 
shouldn't hhave been a mystery to Aurangity bec the cot 
‘builders, if any, would have easily satel eso 
But apparently Aurangzeb's sense of worden 
the entire Moghul court. They must have all be veal ee 
what made the Yamuna current confine (ual 1 & sso 
regulated channel away from the feif 
buing-complex. Te secret lies in he fri ne Rreooh 
of the ancient Hinda builders of the Ty Mal allt THE 
temple place, wo, wel aware ha BY WO wee ag, 
‘construction of massive proportions near # 


; 

sews 7 
nen tee 
er pae ater 
ee crt 


Sa red Port bs Agra, the Taj and several other ancient Minds 
ie snaans, now ungertanalaly masquerading 29 Musi tombe 
Hor nuns of med Usdeuih, ee, al sbut on the Yamuna 


‘current has been 20 channelized not 


Fr tet Curoughout India has been # Boary practice with tbe Hindus 
ra en ert pelacen, mansiona and tempiesion seasbores, lle sidey 
tee iiver bunks, The famous temple of Somnath on the Kutch 
seashore and te magnificent bathing gbsts topped with massive 
Temples end mansions slong the Gangs in Varanssi are typical 


taupe, Because of that penchant ofthe Hindus to erect buildings 
ear wtreams of water Hindus had perfected the technique of 
Preventing evovion and footing. Muslims, besides being engrossed 
Priy in massacre and plunder were mostly uneducated and were 
Chusad to building near expanses of water or by the side of swift 
Torrente beonise of their desert tradition, Contrarily the Hindus 
dwaya created water reservoirs where there were none before starting 
{najor buldingprojecta. As lustrations we cite vast lakes constructed 
ty Ube Hindus in Aimer (e.g. the Annasagar) and Fatehpur Sikri 
"The later got drained away during Akbar's time because Mustim 
ceupiers of Fatehpur Siri didn't have the knowbow even to maintain 
the bunds of that vast lake, The bursting and drying up of that 
lhe mide Avbar sbandon Fatehpur Sikri after about 15 years’ stay 
in & captured Hindu Fatehpur Sikri. Readers who may be believing 
dat it vas Akbar who had founded Fatehpur Sikri may read the 
‘author's book “'Fatehpur Sikri is a Hindu city’. Aurangzeb also 
siludes to secret rooms and royal rooma in the Ts} mahal 


The otber important piece of evidence arises from some chance 
igsing conducted in the garden in front of the marble edifice early 
ahaa ‘A. D. It 80 happened that the fountains developed 
ik was therefore thought advisable to inspect the main 

Reet nies lundernenth. When the ground was dug to 
ie eee! Bins down to anchor five 
rc in Ground was Gg o that depth. And to the 
percha sd lay at that depth another set of fountains 
‘waknwren, Wat appeared more significant was that those 


egit's tar hd ea 
. 
fective are slid to thn 4 Sea, 
the present building existed even tfore sean, ang tt 
fountain» could bve ben ined pales Yo mone Maden 
9, the British, Therefore they were of the sent At 
trv. Since they were ligne tothe Ta Mihai 
ipeo facto that the bubding tco pre-dated Subj ere 
cot evidence 00 therefore clinches be suitor a or eds 


that Shahjahan only commandeered an ancient 
for Mumtaz's burial Hind Lemple-paloe 


Te archorlagy oer who upeielta ig wa Mr 

R. S. Verma, » conservation sistant. This stene offidal mate 
another chance discovery. Once while strolling staff -in-band oe th 
terrace near the #0-called mosque and the circular wel on the 

flank of the marble edifice, Mr. Verma detected hallow sound 
‘coming from below the Moor where his staff it tbe terrace, He 
had # slab covering that spot removed and to his wurpive that 
was an ancient opening, apparently sealed by Shahjeban, to x Night 
of sbout 60 steps reaching down into a dark corridor. The bros 
‘wall under the terrace was apparently boliow, Prom thi itis eear 
that the corresponding spot on the easter terrace sito hides 
simitar staircase and corridor, at ita bottom. And God only knows 
how many more such walls, apartments and stories le sel, Widen 
nd unknown to the world, This also incidentally points to the 
Sorry state of research with respect to the Ta) Mal. Nobo ems 
to have done either any archacoloyica! investigation ithe grinds 
of the Ta} Mabal nor conducted « diligent sere uy of 
whole issue. Apparently extraneous pol 

wrelvieralone have inhibited historians and archlog Trt 


‘bistory like Te 
‘Several leading suthorities on architecture and 
B. eee ua Che Ta) Mal is abeauay loti 
aera proved Uk the To) Mal SN 


er enact od th 
before the Moghul emperor yi coc 


‘complex. That Hindus alone possess 
‘Taj Mahal and the abil! to 
was borne out by « comparatively Text 


‘The Ta) Mahal ls A Tempe 
” Pater 
contributed by Mr. Gulabreo Jagdoesh 


sn arte 
sre decribed the Loksatta (published 


at wack in its dome. He tried to repair 
eee et tut filed. He then brought the crack to the notice of 


fe, Mr. Jayseesh, early 
4 with the supervision 


While the authorities were in a fix, # rustic-looking Hindu 
Puranchand. He told the 


soproched them. His tame a8 
: ow to heal 


arctan ngier tha he poteeed the Knows 
aera aha wo be given a chance. Since so-called moder, 
ses cginering expense tad faled, the Belsh enyieer 
any muerte 1 te rate have & go. In doing 90 tbe 
Tham Hao owm reservations. He could have the last laugh, 
berthoug 

Purancand we to wor with group of masons Lo asst him 
Wie pregared nome Kind of lime concrete and. personally ed 
Wp Inthe eck, Te mista hardened and ingrtedial with 
the omastrucare ao wall hat within few day there was not 
Uh lhe race of the erck 


This Whit of an obscure Hindu mason which had scored over 
{he clamroom erudition of the British engineers became the talk 
ff the British bureaucracy in India and reached the ears of the 
then Vioeroy, 


‘The Viceroy expressed surprise that an slmost unlettered Hindu 
‘mason could best all his engineers. ‘This hurt the ego of the 
departmental wuthorities who had til then toyed with the idea of 
employing Puranchand ss maintenance gupervisor in the 
archaeological department. The Viceroy's praise had made the 
afore Halous of Puranchand, They were now determined to 
ut of the department. He was refused in} 

xy employment 

'o Seyumiber 1950 began World War Tl and the Ts} Mahal and 


‘Me malntenance-protlems seemed to recede in the background. 


urangmb's Letier And Recent Bs 


In 1942 8 Hindu lender, Dr. B. 
i Amt 
member of the Viceroy’s Exsutive Couch 


of Latour. Puranchand sitw a new 


mre 
employment in Ube upkeep of the Taj Maha, « 
a te a 
Re 
Act gal em ens 
sr ret ered Ly 
nrg Vr a ge Mea 
oat ee re Me 
te 
pep 


CHAPTER V 


Pi MUNDY'S EVIDENCE 


Peer Mundy, an English traveller, was in India from 1928 
to 1644, In hiv diary now published under the title "*Travels in 
Burope and Asia, 1608 - 1667", (edited by R. C. Temple, Halduyt 
Society, 6 volumes, 1907 - 1996, on page 213 of Vol. 11) Mundy 
‘observes "There is already about ber tomb a rail of gold. The 
building to begun and goes on with excessive labour and cost, 
prosecuted with extraordinary diligence, gold and silver esteemed 
‘common metal and marble but as ordinary stones. (Shahjahan) 
{nlends, as some think, to remove all the city hither, causing bills 


to be made level because they might not hinder the prospect of 
i. 


Ths is u very significant passage and yet highly misleading. 
‘The havoe that such haphazard notings of contemporary Western 
travellers like the Englishman Peter Mundy and the Frenchman 
‘Tavernier have wrought in the field of historical research, is apparent 
from the fact that those notings are equally carelessly flaunted 
‘% unlmpeuchitle contemporary evidence of the Taj Mahal having 
‘been built by Shahjaban 

‘We propone to analyse the above passage and show how Mundy's 
noting eo ‘Our revearch-finding that the Tsj Mabal is an 
‘earlier Lemple-palace commandeered for misuse as 
bs by Sbahjahan for mi 

Incidentally our analysis should slso serve as an illustration 


Of bow auch snares could be sucessful ronsarchers 
ly tackled 
ith Mle dligence and caution, ms 


‘ter Mandy's Brdenoe a 
iging ofthe foundation in wuch done 

ae woes ster ponte RS eons 
is first effectively prevented with troy masenry wiles 

wich Inve been sunk between the rar wall snd the meta 
ty the anciont builders ofthe Taj Hindu temple place comps, 

And yet even within those abort. two year Mi 
‘gold palisade studded with gems valued at six ae pee 
rupees. 

Readers and researchers may well pondér over the fact whetber 
such fabulous wealth could be lef fa the open with thousand ot 
indigent Inbourers working around and the dust of the maine 
izing (Ting and fouling the stmorphere? Are wich eonly wt 
pcintlsting fixtures and furnishings installed afer « balling is 
Complete or even when the foundstion-digging sats? That such 
“aduable end resplendent ftures were seen by Mundy erund tbe 
rave of Mumtaz within a year or tro of Mumtat' death in a 
‘ear indication that Mundy had stepped under the dome and ide 
the building of Ube Ta) ss we see i tony, That ouch « bung 
is implied within a year or two of Mumta's death cry Indian 
thot Shabjahan id seized an ancint Hindu tomplepalce ob 
‘unequivocally admitted on page 403, ‘Vol. 1, of Shabjahan's own 


r 
had to give it some semblance of 
architectural forgery involved Uhe removal of Sanat ierions 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Patsce 


™ 


‘otansive vuperfical changes bis observing that 
ng bon... Cand) fs prosecuted with extraordinary 
doers wero. He coukt’t vou that ome Kenerationg 
aa ponay would be Wife into blleving that the Ty) 
Sry momplex was rised by Sbabjahan himself. Tivernior and 
Mim tunty could not possibly visualise such a falsification of 
Pa vad could ot Uerefore be more explicit. We ourselves visting 
ie alin a2 chance vistors wouldn't be more explicit. Por 
Pere weir we were to visit Bombay or Tondon at a time when 
emebenty bas acquired somebody else's mansion and has enclosed 
Ti meucsive scaffolding to renovate it for his own purpose we 
wee't dare or care to ask him how he acquired the building, for 
oe much, from whom, what changes be proposed to make, and 
spend bow much over it. We would simply refer to it as hia building 
Such inguirien are all the more impossible when a wide hiatus of 
Jangunge, race, cukure, authority and wealth separates the two 
Firatly it must be remembered that Peter Mundy and Tavernier 
cor for Usst matter any Western visitors to ancient or mediaeval 
India were not researchers. They were chance visitors in a burry 
Moreover they were poor indigent travellers wbo could not 
‘communicate intensively or on equal terms with Mogul monarchs 
tnd courtiers. The alien vsitora were completely at the mercy of 
Abe cruel Mogul court for their sustenance, for favours, for 
permission to visit rayal precincts, for the amount of information 
hey could solicit or expect to get, and for the interpretation of 
{information imparted in Persian 
Under such circumstances it is for modern research scholars 
to bring to bear their investigative acumen on chance notings of 
‘visitors to mediseva) or ancient Ir Modern scholars have betrayed 
4 wortul ineptitude in this primary quality of a researcher. Proving 
very pulite they tend to clutch at superficial connotations without 
‘bothering to interpret them in the context of the times and 
roumstatnces in which those observations were made. For instance, 
‘im the case of Peter Mundy the most important fact is that be 
swam in India only for & couple of years after Mumtax's death and 


within thet short while be talks of very costly fixtures around the 


sem wosdergsing 


—_— 


eter Mundy's Bvidenoe 
* 


Another very sic oberon 

sauhjthon leveling the hocks o the Type 9 amt 
Shublahan’s leveling of some biel var oe rae 
mor atl remaining on eer ad of the rad ws an mnt 
the Ts). Those areal ert ick raised to 
tcsvatd when ising tbe fundtlon of heen ae 
Complex by the ancient Hinds, Tha wu a ery eon poe 
For instance the aicint township of targa bar pone 
ic The earth dug out for ma Un mon wes ape up tag 
the interior 0 serve sa 8 arier and deen We, These 
sre te case wih he Ta Hind empl pce. Hock wd 
Trifidaly out of Ube exth dog from Ue founaen ists on 
the periphery to serve three purpne, namely ana umpig 
round for the earth, landscape gars wh ile cre 
wreenery, ad as 0 defence ontwor to prevent nan formant 
from approaching the an solid array 


Peter Mundy’s noting about the leveling ofthe billoeks to the 


that Sbabjohan di 
‘dee will such an insignificant and inconsequential deta i enon 
in Peter Mundy" ‘brief noting about the Taj Mabil ? Had Shaaban 
really built the Taj Mahal what ‘would have compelled the notion 
Of visitors like Tavernier and Bernie 
cea dug, wella-cum-bastion wank a the rar flo prem 
river water from flooding tbe site 
‘were fashioned and hauled to Lars 
seven-storied structure consisting | ‘severs) 
‘over 1000 rooms. The entire balding fear os 
‘a massive wall provided with spiked galewa/t: 
‘the raising of any of there, Mundy ony renin th een 
of hilocks. Why ? 
the rg 
Peter Mundy also fortunately ctl pnt 
‘up of the hillocks, The were remo. 
they might not hinder tbe prose 


el oar «ime a 


The Taj Mabal 15 A Temple p 


ern ass os oe 
Fee Se Satan es converting mb open to 
pan of nicl pce 
se may ater hat even the gem- studded palisade and silver 
ETS wren buntred thousand rupees was Hindu wealth 
a ajel ts tng over the Ts) was (0 misappropriae 
fey cuith, Bal Subban erected the gold railing, history would 
hove sorta es te whe removed it and with what uthority when 
Scabies owe descendants continued to rule Delhi and Agra for 
ower be excearies tar bm. Mumtaz's burial in the Ta} was only 
fe insewteaet part f the game. Her cenotaph was meant to be 
2 permanent megccs scarecrow (0 prevent the Hindus from evee 
rechaining ant mating thet ancient temple-palace. What Sbahjahan 
was ue ery Mamiat in the sacred spot where the Hindu deity 
at bees commend. Thi dane, vistors like Peter Mundy and 
Teverier were clad fe for a ringside view. Chauvinistic Muslim 
comer Repke ies non-Muslim visitors completely in the 
Se sect Ge mieepprepctation of the Taj. Even otherwise it has 
Se comment beery Mastin practice during mediaeval conquests 
‘= ea ther pecpe's wives and wealth and proceed to deal with 
Sem Ki ws property. That is how whole cities like Varanasi, 
DAB set es Sid se ctatinste mention in. modiseval Islamic 
Srwsites only at Mulsremadatad, Stabjahanbad and Akbarobod 
Dr & ae 5 penchast with the mediaeval Muslim court 
So Retest a shivered of Afghanistan, Persia and Arabia. 
ea Laie Shou 20 a8 to obliterate ia Hinds 
memes sed the \eansformation of the Taj Mahal was 

+ tee i et forget ok in 
es ee Mes om pages 181-182 of his book (titled 


Sy 5 het Oy Hol, Rbinehart and Winston) 


per Mant’ Bde 
7 
plant rica 
“yo incr the whe Rove by ha eee a an 
event with his presence, and asthe emp‘ fate, Neg 
‘was present by imperial requowt, a grt | sweetie 
ih hn ace tnb,md uasp  e 
seta rts Yew om ar i ge 
ew oer fortes hea hn ee 
‘rent in cary, In ner years on te sony ep 
Steed memoria a he Icompe se Shen he 
formally sccompanied by Jahanarn andthe bare, The aes ayy 
Carrio! «cata form oop fer ha ran oat ae 
Conca from pe gat by lal, sree ofa 
Sra. Nolen gre taka Fal 
We wish lo make sven! olaerallon rpg hs soe 
cca. Proll, Hanon er re fran lg 
Nunta Mata. Har cane os gies i the ulna 
Mernas-l-Zaranl Tk Maal sot soe Maa 
forgery to literate somehow with Ube ancient Hindu. term 
Too Maho: Alye aia be a) Mi 
‘Secondly, te fact Unt from the very fret year Mama's dit 
soniverercs wre bd at heap wih rk el ron 
‘shows thot it was not a dug-up site which it should have Deen 
if the Toj had been commissioned by Shahjaban. Bven today Kanata 
tot tent woul have tobe prvi fr hg ig ee 
to acount at the Ta) to protect Ue fom acing a 
bing ok 
Hansen's and otber writers’ reference to te torn being wnder 
it vt if they are taken in the proper 
construction are quite ertie a 
‘sense, ramely that all the builings kn Ube peeing sine 
‘one called the Jamist Khana, its ‘counterpart 


in trench, On the wpper floor soot ae 
that none of the Moore nay be ef aol ea 


walled up. Since this 
a 
tt nn, Se i 
tensa net, me re ve 
ey ot 
1 SR any Seong raced 
Rigas tral portion of the Taj yet as other 


ths’ ur a We cs 
Sm Nol eur ep di Uy 100 wre 
Pe a ihe Ty prem 9 thot te wile Precinct 


SARE al ins Msn veer re ut my tere 
ind we. This fact rong 

iby of be preserve 2 
rae thay vari elown evento bistory scholar, 


It they have enough time on band to make a meticulous study 


or the prcinta they may eee tbe grave of Satunnisa Khanum (Ube 
traid of Mumtaz) in one pavilion, that of Sarhandi Begum (a barem 
{Joeen of Shahjahan) in another symmetrical pavilion, and a number 
Or other graves of otber Mobameds, Ahmeds and Tbrahims littered 
A around in various pavilions to the east and west. Curiously 
‘ovvigh those pavilions are all octagonal in te orthodox Hindu fashion 
42 is the Ty ice isl 

When such extensive premises are undergoing Islamic tampering 
from top to bottom in « ldsurly fashion over « number of years 
fli visitors like Mundy and Tavernier are bound to refer to it 
+ & mtusolewn under construction. But it is upto the modem 
researcher not to be misled by those notings and to understand 
he full implication of what those travellers have said, in the proper 
tcntext and perspective. Researchers must also not forget that 
Suahahan himself has in no inscription claimed that he built the 
Taj Contrary hia Badshahnama admits that it was Raja Mansingh’s 
‘mansion. It should also be noted that in the whole of Sbabjanban‘s 
‘court record there ia ot even a single scrap of paper alluding 
othe bullding of the Taj and not « single blueprint of either the 
‘hole building or any ofthe decorative panels in it. The construction 
work thut all and sundry refer to is nothing but the graves, raising 
# scaffolding, leveling the hillcks, engraving of the Koran on 
the walls and sealing ofthe wurplus stories. I this clerly understood 
‘by every student of history and visitor to the Taj Mahal the riddle 
about Statjahan bimeslf not saying a word about building the Taj 
Mahal ‘but other aliens repeatedly referring to the building work 


Peter Mundy's Evidence 


would be clear in no time. 


Peter Mandy who left Agra for 
Murntaz's death has left very cinching 
vrorth vecing in and around Agra indute Tape 
ancer's Ge. Aas) lon. That day mune 
that Mumtaz was buried in the spectacular Now fact 
temple-palace complex. Tomas Hind 


‘A funny detail which emergea from the = 
Visitors is tei confusion a to whether tbe arn Te aad 
the buried woman or the marble edifice o Ube sdjcan base? 

oo 


atin two sees of 
a th 


CHAPTER VI 


IME ENCYCLOPAEDIC VERSIONS 


EVEN though we have conclusively proved in the pre 
chapters by quoting Stahjahan's own chronicler Abdul Hamid and 
= French visitor Tavernier that the Taj Mahal is « commandeered 
Hindu palace, yet in order to acquaint the reader with all the 
ramifications of this blind man's buff that has been going on about 
She Taj Mahal for 350 years, we would like to discuss every aspect 
of separately 


Fert of wuch « discussion we intend giving the reader, 
2 few micceeding chapters, sampling of the diverse and 
incoanistent versions of the origin of the Tsj Mahal. Let us first 
ee whut the Encyciopwedia Britannics!° hes to say 


seme Ener Verona - 
alinod North nd South, A cates 

St non ech sie, lave an olen are a we 
sine south const of the sadoneexrane ieny tee 
Smasntservce- bling wile tht atthe bork tae ay 
‘eprse tbe mousclum ite, funk onthe wet end wax set 
fy two symmetrically Mantil bulding, th mugs sod ts oop 
ve eveer) respectively. Allis enclosed within a high ret 
oundary wall with octagonal pevlion tures tthe corer te 
atsde the enclonure at the south are ancllary bilngs noch ap 
‘stables, outhouses and guard quarters. The whole comple isthe 
taqum's memorial. Tt was conceived and planned as an eny, 
since Mogu) bulding-prectice allowed of no mubeequent sion 
fr amendment. [ts northern end ia the moet signiiant architectural 
wrth mosque and jawab of red Sikri sandstone, with mart neciad 
{oot bulbous) domes and architraves and some restr ple 
dura surfece decoration, constrast. well with the mauscleim of 
pure white Makrana marble. This mausoleum standing on 312 f\. 
square marble plinth 23 f high is a square of 186, with chamfered 
‘comers and with massive arch in each face, rising to 108 ft, 
Over all is 8 bulbous double dome, supported oo a tall drum the 
pinnacle of which stands 243 ft. sbove garden leva. The skyline 
rhythm is enhanced by parapets over each arch, comer pinnacles 
fn domed Kiosks over each commer. At ach corer of the pth 
stands « three-storied minaret, 138 f. hhh to the crowning Kok. 
Inside the mausoleum is the octagons! chamber, embellied wis 
low-relief patterns and fine pietra dura, containing the conotaph 
of the beyum and Shabjahan. hove, of marble decorated wilh 
superb pietr» dura, are enclogod ty an expiste perforated 
marble-sereen studded with prodous ston 
farden level, contains Ube true aaroophagl. The Moule as si 
to have “built Hke Titans and fnsba He yokamiis Call 
the Taj Mahal i their finest jewel,’* 

tthe opening pt of Ue nrc 
‘explanation given of Arjumand Banu 
the tle messing th chose ene o he pc At 
Mabel (sn corruption). This explanation eat 40%) ey 
title stuck to the queen after her desth bergen he 
‘was “‘chosen'* for the burial. We bave 


_ 


4 ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Termpte Paacy 

chronicle to show that while Mumtaz waa alive ber name way 
ot "Mumtaz Mabal"® but °°Mumtaz-ul-Zamani"*. Accounts Ike 
the one in Encyclopaedia Britannice which presume that the term 
‘Taj Mabal’” Is x contraction of the lady's name "Mumtaz Mahal'* 
are wrong. The lady's name was never Mumtaz Mabal. Muslim 
partmce foisted that name posthumously when she was buried 
in a palace. Tous, far from tbe building getting its name from 
the Indy, it is the lady who has scquired the name from the 
‘commandeered Hindu palace, So irresistible was the beauty, 
‘magnificence, majesty and fame of the commandeered Hindu palace 
that Sbabjhan’s dead queen got a new posthumous name from 
Abe scintillating building. 

‘The Encyclopwedie places the death of Mumtaz in 1631 while 
‘we will sbow later that otber accounts place it anywhere between 
<2. So even the date of Mumtaz's death is uncertain. Naturally, 
therefore, all subsequent dates of her exhumed body being carried 
to,Agrs, and of Ube mythical building ofthe Taj Mahal are concoctions. 
‘This should convince the reader of the utter unreliability of Muslim 
chroniclers with regard to even such simple and definite matters 
{& imporatnt dates. This point also ilustrates how every aspoct 
of the Taj Mahal story is suspect. 

‘The Encyclopsedia mentions 1632 a9 the year in which the 
building of the Taj Mahal was commenced. In the extract from 
the Maharashtreeya Jayankosh (Encyclopeedia) which we are going 
0 quote hereaiter the year of the commencement of the Tj Mahal 
is stated to be 1631. Such inconsistencies are inevitable when the 
Inlts) date of Mumtaz’s death is itself unknown. 


The sbove assertion needs to be closely examined. Assuming 


® 

then your? No scholar oF writer seems to 

rm ht 
We would further lke 10 pol out that Ube Mates 

Jayankosh (encyclopecdia) to be quoted later does not 

a council of architects but says that, of sea plane onlch 

from different architects, one was choven, 


Another point is that Emperor Shahjahan's 

in the pasage quoted ear doe not mention sy tnewianes 
architect, He is right, and the encyclopwedie accounts false Becauge. 
as said by him, Mumtaz was buried in a readymade palace, ff 
1s plan had ctually been made, it should have been found among 
‘Shahjahan's court papers. But it is not there, The amount of 
Rs. forty milion mentioned by the Encyclopuedie Brtanncs 
10 times the amount of four million rupees mentioned by Stahjahan's 
own official chronicler Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahori, quoted earlier. 
‘The reader may note this as an example of bow the cost of the 
‘Taj Mahal has been inflated in various sccounts, 

‘The Encyclopsedia’s reference to ancillary buildings much ms 
“stables, outhouses and guard quarters'* is noteworthy, Sieh 
‘ancillaries are never needed by # dead person. On the contrary 
they are always needed ins Hindu palace or temple. 

‘The octagonal pavilion turrets mentioned in the Bncyelyewedit 
‘are a Hindu royal tradition deriving from the Ramayana. Ramns 
is the ideal of Hindu kingship, His enpital Ayodhya was ovtagona) 
‘as mentioned in Valmiki's Ramayana, Hindu, Sans toon 
‘lone has special names for all the eight directions. 1 loo spe 
special guardian deities forall the eight directions, Ang ix supporst 
to wield authority in all the 10 ditions. Thee 10 dire 
include the heaven above and tbe nether wor The Bante 
building points to the heaven while tbe bull's 


oetagonal balding one 


the king's or God's authority 

Tia, therefore, that orthodox Hindu 

‘The octagonal shape of Ube To) Mabal Use ait 
turrets prove it to be out snd out Hinds In a 
tradition an octagon has no signifieanoe. 


‘The Ta) Mahal Ib A Temple Pusey 


ae 
ri Rae ene in ea 
ee a a ae ca 
he 
a te framed up with corner towers lest it be mistaken for 
SS ea 
Selesowoa stynatash (eacycopoctia) 
ae 
renee thes eo Toren 
ee ee 
Tec 


a 1607 A. D, when Stabjahan was fiften years old Chis 
fatter Emperor) Jahangir engaged bim to Arjumand Bano alias 
Mesias Mahal, Five years Iter the two were married. She died 
6 Bertanpur in 1631 A.D. Shabjahan grieved her loss so much 
‘ate didnot attend court for eight days. He used to sob inconsolably 
fom is wife's tomb. Soe was first buried in Burhanpur, but 
ber boty was exhumed and taken to Agra. To the south of Agra 
Rage Jsingh had some landed estate. The Emperor purchased 
fe from Sim and called for bullling plana from eminont architects 
or of them was spproved and x wooden model of it was got 
Prsperet. Conrruction ofthe bulding as per the model commenced 
Se 161 A.D. and ended in January 1643 A. D. Makammal 
Resn sed Abdul Karim were the two chief supervisors. The building 
so Be. 300.000. Afridi aoerta It cnet Ra. 91,700,000 and the 
{Bowing were the workers — Amanat Khan Shirazi, Essa mason, 
Pir copier, Bescchar, Zatmula and Zorawar; lemail Khan Ruri 
Bah the Somos weit Us paranchie (sic): Ramlal Kashmiri, Bogwan, 

Fe Re rv rt varieties bas buen isd in the building 

Heyer waierot tbe Ts) Mahal in 1643 A. D. and assigned 

{Dieny marron tens Ying Ba, 100, 

af the merrounting 


.000 revenue for the upkeep 
‘serals, shops and garden," 


HEIR, Val 18, sahersahirng Jayantaah, Rad 


ame Yacydopatle Verona 
. 

Comparing the two eocyopaaic 
con some of the mort handy concoctions avalutie vee aey bad 


o thee renpective 
writers, we find thst they gently differ from each other 


‘Toe vocant extate referred to above ty 
Shahan» court hronir aorta tht kun Mace 
pace et amit «maja aren hat wd tr Mea’ 
bur ua 
The Maharashireya Jayankouh avers that Sabahanealed 
for plans from different eminent archives and sdosd eae tt 
tnrinot this the Encyclopedia Britanolea wanta ts w tale at 
it was « council of architects who jointly planned the manu 
Here we would lke to ask which were tbe architectural scoala 
where these architects studied or taught? Whar. arg thie 
Trehitectural text ~ books to be found in ancient or madera 
Muslim Uterature? At agua this we can tit bunds of tte 
of the ancient Hindu system of architecture and il engnefog. 
‘We shall also prove subsequently how the Ta) Mahal ennwer to 
indu specifications in every deal 
‘Another question that true researcher must ak imal ie 
whether even 8 single blueprint, among, maybe, be dozens tendered, 
ja availatle among Sabjahan's court papers? Along tho 
‘iueprintasbould also be thousands of recip given forthe mira 
count of the amousla pnt 
received, the day-to-day expense sta st 
othe Tj Mahal, and the Iabourera™ muster ro How ik 
that not even scrap of paper of the Kinds daveb 
avalsble? es 
Wile the Eneyclopara rita menos ony ne ne 
Und Ina, the Maharashireeys Jayankosh, fa from mali 
a i sharma) Khan, Abul Rai 
reference to it, mentions tbone of Ml 


‘and a few others. 
Maharashireys 
Kt should be particularly noted oa . 
Jayankosh, Wike the Radshahname, 4008 pas su 
While the peri of construction 1s mesionel 19 Fg 
the Eneyclopocia Britannica, i i sate 0 88 OA og 
the Maharashereeya sJayankosb. Obviously Ube forme tg, 
Taverner nie te ttior on one of tbe many Inaeiete 
accounts. 


‘The Taj Mabal Ts A Toonple Plog, 


pxyolpaadi Britannica s01chow choca 
ae Terrien four ton whe tbe Haars avanhogh 
ee cae btwn the aims made in different concert 
ee en Ro 048), 00 Wo Ra. 917,00,000. We are ot log 
an en what mtborty they reject or disbelieve the 
eer rote rman ie by Shabiahen's ofc! chronic, 
ace they do 10k happen. even to mention i ‘ 

1k may bo nota that both the Encycloneedi Britannicn and 
te dabarnshtrveyn snyenkoth harp 00. "°20,000 Tabourers."* Ay 
Matec stown err it ls Twveraer who claims thet 20,000 labourery 
ser coord. The fick that’ the encyctopactiaa have to rely og 
Forerr's figure shows that Shabjahan's court records make no 
nolan of aay labourers or at Yet of any sizeable labour force, 
‘Tie bv « laring anomaly. Sbabjn's court papers sbould have 
tad « regular muster roll of tbe buge number of labourers who 
fe migpoms to bave toed for years on end in building the Taj 
Mata. The sbeence of any such record is a clear indication that 
Seahjban ait oot bulld Uhe Taj Mahal. He only buried Mumtaz 
M.S eemedaoed manos Treier wee ont « anual foreign 
Ise Nice mae fo Tine eborinic 
Masi Neeran Shans cot wto were interesed in 


‘he regards the cost 


CHAPTER vi 


A RECENT CONCOCTI 
"THE SHAHJAHAN LEGENR 


A REMARKABLE instance of how the antecaents ofthe Taj Maal 
continue to be a “free-for-all” theme for all writes even to our 
fown day i provided by an article publed in the Mstratad 
Weekly of India 
We shal first reproduce the whole article and then comment, 
on it, The article, a typed copy of which was provided wo us by 
1 friend, is 08 
‘WE BUILDERS OF THE TAJ MAHAL » ANCIENT SECRET REVEALED 
TOURISTS come from the worl over to wee the Ts) at Agr 
‘and all marvel at Ube genius of the architects thst col plan and 
tovomplish #0 lovely a “dream in marte'. They were commissanal 
by the Mogul Emperor Stabjahan to rane » mausoleum tftng 
his love for Mumtaz Mahal, bis beloved consort; and they crs 
this Wonder of the World. 
“Yet, despite strenuous efforts 


hod remained a mystery; wld yuese® 
‘were abroud. Bven Bernier (1012 A, 1.) nota only « rumode st 
The eschitect was Kile est the secret f his art be evil an 
a rival to the Taj crested. 

“But the sere has at gt be od OS 
‘book discovered lately in the Worary J 
Bangalore. Tayo igi ne AM 


to a family of Tahore architects, Aba, 
to tay Ot pect ves Ou De 


to discover it, Uber identity 
ato their origin being ree 


a Artie ued “Toe Balers te To) Maal, Meson 
ee ee a el 
dated Apel 4, 1980. f 


‘The Taj Mads 
s 15 A Tern 
Pie 


suthor being Lathfullah Mahsndis, him 
techliects, and it is almost 300 years 
‘yours of Shahjahan's reign. 

on his een declared to be the only copy in 
the well-known authority on these matters, Sye 
NadMi, Principal, Shibly Academy, Azamgarh 


“The book is in Mahandis* own handwriting. As ig 
from different verses, the author was a staunch follower of 
Sikah, Shaahan's eldest son, and when Aurangzeb finally cane 
{o power, after defeating Dura Shikob, the author and his fy 
suffored, He sent a petition to the Emperor (poge 67) but as 4 
tras not heeded the family had to retire into seclusion and poverty 
(page 68) 
"Ik-soems that the book was very secretly kept by the family 

{in fear of Aurangzeb, a3 it contained verses in praise of Dara Shikoh 
The mubeequent dates and writing on the last page show that the 
took was brought and was kept in the library of the historical 
Personage Nawab Ebrahim Khan Hazbar Jung, the famous 
Mohammedan general nicknamed Gardy, who sided with the 
Mahuratas in the battle of Panipat in 1761 against Ahmed Shah 
‘Abdall. The book has been in the family of the present owner for 
feerations, but it wax not noticed until Moulana Syed Suleiman 
Nadi the well-known historian, author and editor of the Moarift 
{be monthly journal ofthe Society of Authors and Shibly Academy, 
Atampurh, U.P.) discovered it and, on information gleaned from 


Why read a Nengthy Urdu 
aper on the build 1 Taj 
ri lers of the Taj in the 


iy 


on ca 
ting wid 


the world, by 
Suleiman Sabi, 


{in the verses 00 two pages of the book described in the ari 
ohne cieteee niiahan, and speaks of his father Ahmed, 
poe (the unique of the world), as supreme 
Aypotad onits ameter, astronomer and prosateur. He was 
ena shitty Sabjaban's Royal Warrant, and ws 
Da Hd cna #8 Agra and the Lal Quit (Red Fort) 
his ton ant, eR after the Ta} was bul. The 
‘o-architect of the Taj, learnt at his fet. 
Wi 1 year og nh 2H he Ta) Mahal was complet within 
rhumand Banu Begum's death and not 12, 13 


1 Recent Concocton Of The Shahan Lagmd 
* 
or 22 yearn a9 the exter versions aster 
We fully agree with the learned writer MrM 
‘deapite strenuous efforts Lo discover the identi 
that could plan and accomplish 30 lovely 
identity bas remained a mystery,"* 


het Ra a 
YF Ube arcitats 
"rear in mare thie 


Tat eas tha the ame gon inthe 
stove are not conde relate by anyioy Hel tho ta 
Catered else ney weal either Woeaeiae 
ser or Ue re nant Ta sah a eae 
itis procetng inte wrong dco. Tu ig ar 
is proot tht Stn mtb he a Ma Hl 
rly Bt te name of the acs ad a er al 
Sete wouldve fund a cep hh 
is or fic ernie 

ft dette unending ae mod 
bythe elope dering he Tj Mil, ae 
the encoun i aso obiy blo done 
imoginay trons rer a nanber f Maina Be 
Mfotamd Ain Kapwin's altanans Al Tai Tae 
adshahowma, \nayat Khan's Shabjahan -nama; Mohammad War's 
Badshahnama; Mohammad Sali Kambu‘s Amal-/-Salh, Mohammad 
Sedik Khan's Sthahjehan-nama; Mobammad Sharif Hails 
Majiis-us-Salatin; Mufazzal Khan's Tarikh-t- Mufassal Lrsonnhited 
Khan's Mirat-/-Alam, and also his Mirat-f-Jahan-nami Asizulla'® 
Zinat-ul-Tawarikh and Rai Bharat Mulla's [ubbut Taweurith-| Hind 
to he Divan Ail 

[AY the above Muslim chronicles are, according 1 WM, 
Elliot and almost all Western scholars, “al mpdent and intertad 


fraud.”* 


‘been badly duped not only over the ors 
in relation to the entire range " i wee, 


examining in this chapter, we 


aro’. 
to thte (arcitects") ign beng forsen TS 


he To) Mada Te A Tog 
o : ie Pate 


vee might Whew Wo sugyat # aight amendment. The wid oman 
rr raters to apply ook only to foreign names but to all of Shabjahan'y 
rrstamporarie — nce natives. ‘Tat is (0 say, even the Lea) 
Martin Cor for that matter even Hindu) names being, mentioned 
fare predicts of fertile guennen. 

We ask, what right anybody has to make yuoses when 
‘Shahjodn's own court chronicler mentio 


Mr. Mohammed Khan, “‘notes only 


ct was Killed lst the secret of his art be 
raven ond rival Uo the Tw) be creates 

There we would like to tol all readere and students of History 
to remember ove hundienp of Western visitors during Mustim rule 
in Inn, The Muslim court belny » parnsitical graft deriving ie 
tustenance from the sap of plunder and massacre, i exuded nothing 
Twit fibschoods and rumours. Even ordinary talk was all bluff and 
Winter. The Western visitors at Muslim courts had willy nilly to 
recor the facile and fecetioun replies they got from hangers-on 
Ue Muslin court 


When, therefore, poor gullible Bernier asked to be shown the 
master architect of the Taj Mahal he was effectively silenced and 
pol off by being told that the designer was murdered so that be 
‘mary ot bud a rival Ta) Mahal for any rival of Shabjaban. A 
myriad quaations jump to the surface of our mind on reading this 
ateurd plea 

[Nt the outset, of course, we agree that the fictitious ‘*designer’* 
of te Ta) Mahi! could be “‘murdered"* with the same facility with 
which he was “‘crosted"*. Writers of shilling shockers often create 
‘and lll some of their characters with a mere flourish of their 
pen. There is no resson why wagxing tongues at Shahjahan’s court 
feed have beer aging in that art, 

‘One of Ube questions which arise is why was not Bemier told 
wt Yonst the name of the murdered man so that he could have 


recorded ft for posterity ? Or is it argued that even the name was 
“murdered 7 


‘Tee second quontion Ie, whether raising 2 Taj Mahal ia mere 
fun #0 thet anybody could get up and book the same architect 


A Recent Oonerton Of The Saheb Lege 
“ 
for builling snother ‘Tj Mabal? 
Muslim widowers under Na there «reo ett 
: ‘Shabihn’s rule who were oan to ea 
proto: Twjmabals over the corpus of ther own einer to ae 
 soook st Shabjahan? Why should Stajiban drest quch ao 
‘eventuality ? Who had the money to bull andthe Taj Mable 
are going © prove in the succmeding pages thet even Se 
binmself did not posses Use means to onder taldiny hl w beta 
majestic and spacious as this ancient Hindu palsce-cum-temple 
known to us as the Taj Mahal. bid 
‘Toe third question ia, whether Sbahjahan was plying tothe 
sallery and seeking # cheap exclusive architectural patent for the 
‘Taj Mahal in wanting to forestall and foreclose other dims, o¢ 
‘was he a genuine, inconsolably beresved spouse ? Onoe we are told 
(oy Tavernier) that Soabjehan barladMumtar clove to « Tbaar 
to win public approbation. Then we are told Uhat he murdered the 
architect to prevent bim from obliging some other Wkly grand 
Moghul in building » rival monument. AD his makes un wonder 
whether Shahjahan was a dignified emperor or a clown of some 
‘Shakes ‘play with bis band on a dead Mumtaz's pulse and 
copearean 
his eye fied on public acelaim 
Yet another question is, whether Shabjehan, 00 soft-bearted 
‘as to squander all his wealth on 1 dresmland manament for ia 
dead wife, would st once tum so wild and treacherous as to eeu 
the very architect who gave a concrete form tatis eam” 
ad 
‘Another doubt which arises in, whetber Sbabjabsn erg) 
to tive in sock-coth and ashes after expending a i wealth 
immortalising » corpse? ‘aca 
Such are the sbounding beara he fers 
themselves to any matter-of-fact, man-of pipes) 
‘The amount of such gulibity that has FPO" 


m The Taj Mahal I A Temple Palae 


The author of the article, Mr. Mohammed Khan, claims that 
“the smeret nd wt last been found". We wish he really had found 
it, We av ready to accept 4 part of the implication of his claim, 
‘namely, Una al the books and accounta hitherto ascribing the crestion 
of the Ta) Mahal to other architects are false. But as for the second 
part of bis claim, that his version is the last. word on the matter 
we are afraid itis untenable 


Sui, we sttach great value to his discovery of the manuscript 
In the leary of Mr. Mahimud Khan of Bangalore, because it further 
supporta very firmly the assertion we bad made long back. Our 
sexzertion is that 90 fur as we know no historian or university bas 
‘ever dared to bring together under one cover all the (fictitious) 
accounts of Shabjahan's sponsorship of the Taj Mahal. No one could 
‘ever hope to succeed in such an undertaking. It was like trying 
to fathom a bottomless abyss of forgeries or fencing off an oceen 
of falsehoods. 


Whit Mr. Mohammes Khan has discovered, therefore, ix nothing 
Dub yet another fictitious account, Any number of such could still 
bbe discovered in any part of the world, because who knows bow 
‘many persons, during the last Uhree hundred years, had their fingers 
{in this make-believe pie of the imaginary Shabjahan sponsorship 
of tbo ‘Taj Mal 

‘The article self has the “*germs"* to indicate that the *pie"* 
In stale stuff. The very fact that the book is a bodge-podge of 
the praise of one Moghul prince and a claim by the author of having 
been a master-builder of the Taj Mahal along with his father and 
‘two brothers, and the fact of the book having boen tucked sway 
in 9 cellar for fear of Aurangzeb - al clearly proclaim that Lathfullah's 
ecount deserves to be ranked no better than the other Muslim 
‘chronicles namely as yet another cock-and-bull story. 

‘Avrangneb was too shrewd, hard-bearted and hard-headed an 
‘emperor to olerate auch fantastic and fictitious claims. We have 
‘quoted Auranyb's own letter to that effect elsewhere in this book. 
‘When he knew from personal knowledye (unlike modern historians) 
‘thot the Ts} Mada was an usurped Hindu palace, what Muslim 
mason or architect could dare curry favour with him claiming to 
be Ke creator? Ik was this fact which obviously led Lathfullah 


Recent Concecion OF The Sahn Lagan 
* 
Mahandia to baguile the Vetium of an une 
some Persian Verve and tucking away te bok 
tnd regale posterity. He doe 'not sum to he 
for bere we sre, confronted with bis version, 
implicly in it the ultimate and esi 
sy nt a a 
recxved by posterity oly and droped Me «bot ok hte 
to make any impression. How could it hoe to, any Any won 
of Shubjahan‘s sponsorship of the Tj Maal wl have to fax 8 
tuttery of questiona. So Ahmad Mahandia' ae ofa ben feud 
to glide silently dawn the drain of hatry by an urimprene pour, 
tumwept, unsung and unbeeded. 
‘Yet we are redy to conc two uses of the Tathulsh venom, 
{ts authoritarian claim i useful as tick to beat the ober equally 
fictitious versions with, and to tur them out of Chef of itary. 
Its other use is that we see no Larm in adriing Tatas 
Mahandis” claim that be, bis two brothers and thir father Ahmad 
vwere among Ubose employed. by Shubjhan as grndiggey, 
stone-masons, scaffolding-erectors or Koran carvers when Sbahjaban 
had thove superficial changes madein turing commandeered Hinks 
palace into a gravettyard, em 
‘Here we also admit ht the different names given 
sccounts and books on Ube Ta) Mabs cou al be true a wing 
in the sense that persone botrng thope names gave a hand 
played « role in turing the Hinds pace Into « Muss fom 
Because the tampering enumerated stove nel thusst 8 
of which only a few hundred names have com 
there is no reason why they should be: 
1 in the role that i bing fit on 
i at eon ging 08 


oar by 

Soee 
e: 

‘ed kal vo tls 


In admitting all the names 
to be those of the true workers 
tomb transformation project, me once AES 


truth reconciles even the 


CHAPTER VIL 


YET ANOTHER CONFUSED ACCOUNT 
a aetna 


©F ACCORDANCE with our plan to acquaint the reader with 
the sampling of the wide variety of the traditional, confused 
serpin of tbe origin of the Taj Mahal, we are reproducing here 
femmes frome miaber article” which also appeared in The Mustrated 
Wowk) of Dats The article runs thus 

“Whe the Taj Mahal was built, the many mechanical aids 
statis today were unheard of; yet the extraordinary ingenuity 
s=skyet © lls construction and the high deyree of engineering 
ethene in fr design make the mind pause 


@n€ mosque which were to be 


‘sctber- About 20,000 men were engaged on 


‘Yet Another Confused Aecount 


together snd sally ted with top Sea a 
so spaced as to cary a strong Salon, @) 
roadway with 8 lope of 1 nw ar a ee a 
carts to run over it, and to bold dumpo o, ales le 
vwork. This spiral ltform was concious end esa 

dome, and remained in postion tl the wore oon mane ie 
designed eight of 240 ML. above ground lend, a 

ecygnged to bul the scaffelding ad platform, aa i 
sou 300 blscksmiths were employed on thi project san Teeny 
Yeeuth of the spiral platform was about 4001. The mortar og 
hoisted by means of Persian wheds which wie fad onthe spn 
platform. These were worked by bullock and mule, 

The materials for the massive work were brought from many 
distant places. The marble stone was obtained trom Mikrana iy 
Rajputana, for which about a thousand dlepbants were ngnped, 
‘The maximum weight of a block of stone was wbout 2 tom, 
which in the safe carrying capacity of an elephant. A numero 
clophants were also engaged to work the pulleys 

‘The timber for scaffolding was brougbt from the Kashmir 
and Naini Tal areas. About 2000 camels and 1000 bullockeart were 
‘employed for carting bricks and lig material Uo the consricion 
site and sbout 1000 mules for lifting the mater along tbe spiral 
platform. 

“The marble stone required for drum and dome yas reat 
on the ground and then lifted and laid in position by mewna of 
the pulleys zon 

“After the main dome and drum work was 
con annexes and subsidiary buldingn was taken in hand and empl 
in the same manner. 

“Tere are four minarets a. Ube four corner ofthe T Mais 

“the river Jumna was bal «mf evay tram the aun 
[After the building was completed, Ube river waa deri) 

seal ‘of the lndsoa7e 
to flow alongside the Taj to add to the besuty: 


rantiies of precious stones ued. It appar (hat MSR 
‘Mond, of Turkey, was te ci dre #0 ? 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Patsy pots Contd exam 
a 


‘ployed on the construction, there were diverting the distant Yamuna river to Sow close wrongs 
font Ma sj Mata) the lest said the better, becuse we amet Gat 


st least one Frenchman, Austin de Bordesur, a goldsra arkgelepetp yp 


beseed : Mastin 
Precious stones used included 540 pieces of comneian nee daye of incessant Hunde! ied sameae 

2 eurgeises from Upper Tbet, 614 malochites fron Bel rd to locing few Mare fan ora 
ieee and €25 diamonds from Central Tre repeat that ancient or mediseval Mustim Giertare bat mp 
The construction of the Taj Mahal was begun in leqa tat We ecural texts of is own Which could atleast make oot «prise 
ot empl tl 165, It i blvd to have coat. more an Be ce for the claim to any architectural or fl engrtag 
Tat Aad # bal of rupees which, in terms ofthe present nan fo At agsinst this, we bave « whole lot of Indi, Hiode 
Yeast ten times as much. Two. chins ay SBhitecura) casssics which boast of sidla in al peta of 


Téneering surpassing those of our own times. No wonder tbes 
parte ab oat Province. Toe allocations of expenditures on differ, ee eo tn 
Pid ee tecture have been carefully recorded in documents bil fortresses of Ajmer, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer and Blane, sx wl) 
Which are stil existent. the wooder shrines of Konark, Khajuraho, Somnath, Ajasia, 
lors, Medural, Martand and Mothers, to mame only few 


Hindu forts and palaces always used to be built longaide rivers 


the State office and coe-third by the State 


“Sesh Jahan, magnificent in his kingshi 
magnificent in his sorn wei, was 
ln hia sorrows. This exqusite memorial ot an emo 


Be rasp by tbe sorrowing Shh Jahan for his departed orca for two reasons. Riven proved 6 steed ee aaa 
He manifestly designed Jf to go down in history to a worshipful side and proved an unfsling, perealal soars of wast: 

Fetes gti Dunred years after, i fs sill sccsimed ee Of Mansings (i.e. the one Inbred by i sal sk ee 
of Be mapreme achievements of the architect. tlt by him) was, therefore, awsdy erecta 9 "I 
Meats niet the sbove article 1 & close cross-examination, ‘That palace is the present Ta) Mahal and therefore, diverting 

Te csunenents mentons could ofcourse shen be oe river was out of the question. 


trgyerstion we concede Uhat all thove 
necessary when a huge palace complex bad to be 


ned : apparently the = 
lana iFantnce Post-mortem carried out by some for transformation into a tom 
ia 8 far as they can visualize it We, however, objec 
Mt oe Aa Pater 08 300 Backhand such eters ‘The Taj Mahal has towers but no 


‘between the two, Muslim minarets 


- 


4 The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pace 


lime, we disagree and say that the temple palace known as the 
‘Ta] Modal existed centuries before the Muslim invasions of I 

1 the concluding portion of the article the writer tells us that 
the peveious stones used In the Ta) Maha! included 540 pices of 
‘commalian from Baghdad, 870 turquoises from Upper Tibet, and 
0 on. Here we would only like to quote the sayacious Sir H. M. 
Flot. He says :'* "The pretended accuracy and minuteness with 
which the value of gold, silver and precious stones is given and 
‘he astounding exaggeration displayed in enumerating. sums convey 
{0 the mind strong internal evidence of fabric 


Though the above remarks of Sir H. M. Eliot pertain to the 
many versionsof Ube sJahanyimama yet they bavea ener application 
to all Muslim chronicles 

‘We would, therefore, like to iaform the writer of the article 
Mr. Mohammed Din, and other reader, that the very meiculousness 
With which the figures and sources of various stones are given 
should arouse their suspicions. A discerning and gifted historian 
Tike the late Sir H. M. Eliot could with his uncanny insight s00 
through all such concoctions 

‘Toe documents Lo which the author of the article refers, which 
aileedly contain an accurate account of the amounts incurred on 
the Taj Mabul, can easly be proved to be forged by the simple 
foct that tbe expenditure incurred on the Taj Mahal varies in different 
versions from four million rupees to over ninety million rupees 
In between lies the source from which Mr. Mobammed Din quotes 
the expenditure to have been in Ube neighbourhood of 15 milion 
(crore and 1 half) rupees 

‘Toe reference tothe "timber posts bundled together" is another 
ital which betrays the unauthentcity of Mr. Mohammed Din's 
source because Tavernier has already told as thot no timber being 
frralable, all scaffolding had to be of bricks and that is why the 
‘rat of the scaffolding exceeded that of all other work executed 

‘And sbove all the grestest drawback of Mr. Mobammed Din's 
‘ticle i that be quotes no authority for his facta and figures, 

one 


44. P. BST. lok & Dowson, History, iid, Val. V1 


‘THE BADSHAHNAMA VERSION 
ANALYSED 


‘THE SAMPLE versions quoted eaclier shoul suffice to convince 
the reader of the medley that is the Stuhjahin lend of the Ta) 
Mahal. The more one goes into it the more confused one feels, 
As observed earlier, Uhey form a big bottomless abyae which nobody 
‘can fathom. From everyday experience we know that » basle falsehood 
is never adequately covered or explined by rubsequent floods 
‘Such faloehoods go on multiplying in bewildering variety. ‘Thi lo 
‘exactly what has happeoed with regard to the Taj Mahal. 

‘After a general survey of the various sources from which 
concoctions of the Shahjshan legend of the Ta) Mahal have sprouted, 
‘we have arrived at the conclusion that Mulla Abdul Hamid Labae, 
the court chronicler who admits the Ta) Mahal to be « Hindi pane, 
is the only honest one, Ke: 

Let us, therefore, examine his chronicle # Wittle more fe 
A his confusion about the origin of the a) Maal bss ss 
ecauve historiana completely ignored the wording en He Ms 
Vol. I, of the Badshahiama, Perhaps bis words gt igre 

ie ‘Maal to be an original tomb 
they had all along fancied the Ta} ‘Now that we 
raised as « fabulous dreamland monument 1 loves 
ave mothe, cower 
find im to be mare truthful so nest tus Reve te 
Took it Uhe account of the Taj Manal given In the 


ie ‘The To] Mahal I A Temple Palace 
pcioon (soe sini) yarn around it 

ad Stabjhan wanted to bald anything de 20¥0 would be 

Mitich bad 2 majestic palace standing on it? The 


another woul be st 


other very Herculean 
Frey aad energy when be had anotber ““grand"* plot of land 


Teh be in sad to have given to Jaisingh in exchange ? Hesides, 
That does the exchange show ? Doce it not show that Shabjahan 
Tretad dolningh to fond for himself by building another residence 
hve Shabjahan mode him surrender bis ancestral palace to serve 
tz w ready-made tomb for bis wife, as well ny by the same stroke 
further impaverish a wealthy Hindu family and denude it of it 
power 7 Was this also no consistent with the general Muslim usurping, 
{raiton in India and of Stabjahan's own high-handed behaviour 
‘with and sundry which we shall dea with ina subsequent chapter ? 

‘We would like the resder to note that Mulla Abdul Hamid Labori 
refers to the removal of Mumtaz’s body from Burhanpur to Agra 
ln u very casual manner while talking on page 402 about somebody 
‘having been suitably punished for incurring royal anger. Murtax's 
body i brought from Burhanpur and straightaway buried under 
‘the dome of a lofty Hindu palace in Agra. What does it show ? 
abort saya the expenditure estimated (to transform it into a Muslim 
tomb, i.e, digying and fling up a grave, constructing a cenotaph, 
sealing surplus staircases and basement rooms, engraving the Koran, 
erecting & hue scaffolding) was four million rupees. We pasa this 
figure as remonable except perhaps for some exaggeration and 
over-estimate to allow for misappropriation by middle men. Then 
follows «ong sence. 


Milla Abdul Hamid Labori gives some names and details of 


Teverie's atement tht the cot ofthe 
an that of the entire work. Here the cost of the 
Koranic engraving in seven times that of th grave ant ott 
‘As we hve several times eartierpoitad ot Ue 3 


‘Such conclusion is unwarranted, Firstly, because Mulls Abdal 
Hamid Labori himself has given us x correct iden of the pulce 
taken over. Secondly, a2 we have already pointed out, Musi figure 
have to be cut to size by deducting emgyeration and over-estimate 
margins, The remaining figure would be reasonable Deco 
demolishing the basement Mooring and the ground Aoorng of & 
palace and superimposing. « grave and a cenotaph on them and 
redoing the mosaic to match with the rich Mooring of « Hindi 
palace, is bound to cost a huge sum. 

‘The following conclusions emenge from what Bi 
a ee 
of the reign, Bidshahnama : “5 

1, The Taj Mahal fa « Hindu , 

2. Tt hod around it a majestic and spacious warden, 

3. The huge building complex waa obtained ia 
at all) for almost song, i.e. at best transferring 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Ternple Palace 


sec fy ene the ton 
ai Pare nok mentioned. Most probably 
stead ty tori Siig 
Se feel Sees ee 
a haligen Thee 

“in Sa open of 
* the fact that Raja Jaisingh was 


4. The Hindu palace had # dome. 

Mumia was buried, 20 they 
tater exined bay wan bought from Burhanpur to Agra 
Mata 

4. The extimatad expenditure (to transform the Hindu palace 
Ino a Muslim tomb) was Ra. 40 lakhs, (tbe actual expenditure 
ia unknown). 

1, OF the above sum, Rs. 5 lakhs was spent on the grave 
serd conotaph and the balance of Rs.35 lakhs on the scaffolding 
sd the Roranie engravings. 

4 Designer or architects are out of the picture, since the Taj 
‘Mahal was never raised by Shahjahan 

4 The Hindu palace was known a2 Mansingh's palace during 
Emperor Shahjahan's time though it was in the occupation of his 
frandson daisingh 

‘The above account being fairly plausible fits with the truth 
‘that the Taj Mabal ix an ancient Hindu palace commandeered for 
‘conversion into Muslim tomb, 
mo ecap ra fFuewses about the architect, and doubts such as 
Malt iy. the amount spent on the Taj Mahal (Ra. 40 

Neo low, are altogether unjustified and unwarranted. 


say, under that dome soon 


‘CHAPTER X 


TAJ 
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD 


WE. ARE going to show from this cha 
whole Shahjaban legend of the Taj Mabal Test pee 
Starting from the unwarranted assumption that Sbabjahan fd the 
‘Taj Mabal erected aa tomb for his wife Mumtaz, every detail 
has been conjured up by different writers scconting to thee own 
fancy. In the result, history ‘has been burdened with « mass of 
canards which baffled all attempts at getting to tbe origin of the 
Taj Mabal 

In this chapter we intend examining the question of ie stil 
perod of construction. Had the Taj Mabal relly been bul by 
‘Shahjahan, there should have boon no room or nécsalty for any 
guess-work, for we should have bad official records of the 
‘commissioning and execution of such a stupendous monument from 
start to finish? The absence of any authentic record is « glaring: 
discrepancy. Some documents and records which at timer find 
mention in some writings are apparent forgeries because they are 
hartly believed in by anybody. 

If the Taj Mahal originated asa tomb the date of ts 
‘commencement sbould be related to Mumtan's death, But to sare 
‘with, the very date of the death of this Indy ix unknow 

‘This in what Mr. Kanwar Lal anys «Mums pa we 
Jn 1690, the date of her death being 7th June... but some stort 
have erroneously placed the event in 1631. There ls diversi 
in respect of the date calculated; some mention 
—___ re 

Pw, The Tay Kanwar Ta ad 
‘House, 87 Daryagan}, Delhi. Price Rs. 90/- 
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1 


teen the wife 90 doted upon by Shahjshan my 
ficikious accounts of the origin of the Tyj 
entable divergence on the 


Had Momus 


aw boon made out I 
Arana, cout there ever be such a lame 


are nr dash? But ax we srw going to show later, er death 
Mrkiy mutton! 19 Sbahjhan. She was one of his many consorty 
yt Iowst 4,989 other claimants of the 


Ie har tcing with 
tengror' emorous atenton 

x Musitas was just one among thousands of the emperor'a 
coco her death could nover cal for any special monument 

‘he die of Murias’s death being unknown we aro ot loss 
o know fram where to count the six months that her body ay 
inthe grave in Burhanpur. ven that figure, “six months”, may 
afer al be oly approximate and not scurate 

Bren on aria In Agr, we are tok, Mumtaz was buried *the 
text year* under the dome of the Hindu palace. This makes 
he date ofr bral even mare vague 

In spite of this fundamental vagueness we would have accepted 
the drain ofthe period during which the Ts) Mahal was a uilding 
Hf there tad teen any consensus about KR umong historians 
Uafertuntaly, thew in none, Lat us wee how many versions there 
“ 


1. The Maherashirer Jnyankash quoted by us earlier says! 
Srey iparnnicion commenced ia Yt-A. D. and ended in 
el That Gives us s period of w little less than 


2. 
Exvelpwedin Britannica says” “ibe building was 


= ; en were employed 

Seas cea Ml ae by 19, aeogh 
he Yer 10 complete." Unlike 

fie sth ala resus toseurte prints oe 


‘taj Manet Constrction Perio 


10 oppo 
fy the burg and wore by lee ery So rend 


she also expected Lo receive questa? 


stove, The Encyclopwedla Britannica wut i way 


cur so" OTR 
oe aa ae et mame 


uring which 29,000 men worked incesanly.. The eat of kas 
been enormous... The scaffolding alone coat more Gan ete 
work 

ven: presurning that Tavernier arrived in Agra in 16, and 
the work began soon after hie wrival thee, it sho! haw sad 
from 1641 to 1658. But, Shabjahsn was deposed and imprhopl 
by his son Aurangzeb in 1658, How then onuld the work of tbe 
Mumtaz mausoleum proceed unt) 168%, he. five yrs ate Nt 
losing control of state affairs? And if, kn fact, W did, what are 
we to make of some Muslim accounts which claim thik the worl 
had ended in 16437 ‘Then, again, Ue problem ofthe commencement 
of Lhe construction still remains hanging in Ube air. 

4. Mr. Mohammed Din's article quoted earlier asserts, “'The 
construction of the Taj Mabal was bogun in 162 and a sok 
completed till 1650." Here again we come acre the ial agit 
Mr. Mohammed Din seems to be sure only of the dale when the 
‘building commenced. If we take 1632 us the year of commence 
then what are we to make of Tavernier'ssiserton thatthe work 
started in his presence ?Bven accepting Mr. 
of the date of commencement we wonder why be 
vague and unconvinced about the dal 
‘was complete? His version therefore gives Us # 
with a big question mark thereafter 


2. . xt, Trav Ina a 


22 The Mlustraled Wookly of Ini 


in ‘The To) Mabal ls A Temple Palace 
al to have been 


& Yer another version estimates the Taj 
Arom's” book 


wniee constriction for 17 years. This is from 


He says, "'Shabjahan con 
fourth sear after his accession. Several designs were prepary 
maslers of the art from distant lands but it was Afandi's which 
‘as approved. From this a wooden model was const 

the very your of Mumtaz's death. The splendid mausoleum way 


‘completed in 1618, 
I is not even certain that Mumtaz died fa 1610. Eve 
that she died in 1630 she perhaps died towards the c 
year In such a case is it possible for the emperor to make a 
Geeision to build a dreamland monument, have a huge 
‘sanctioned for it, broadcast his scheme to distant lands, have 
Prepare plans, have them sent to Shahjaban, from among which, 
we are told, he selected one, have a wooden model constructed, 
ocessary workmen collected, Une bewildering variety of materia) 
Ordered and construction begun, all by 16307 Is this an Arabian 
Nighls story or history? Hod Shahjahan the peace and security 
Within two years of his accession to indulge in such # sentimental 
Project? Can things move so fast even in the best of modem 
‘dminsitrations ‘blessed with swift communications and any number 
Of architectural and civil engineering schools where one can find 
4 cluster of adept architects and engineers handy ? Unfortunately 
‘such anomalies galore falled to arouse the suspicions of any historian, 
8. A like version ia also found in The Columbia Lippincott 
Gasettoer™ If anything, it appears to be a little more sure of 
Weelt than others. Tk states : “The beautiful Taj Mahal (built 
1630-1648) probably the most noted mausoleum in the world..." 


assuming 
of that 


ator Fa 
i mm 


lagh wn carving C3 Bere Saasat 
tpsrodialy ovr 10, 12 1, 17 or 2a, Wane oat 
ieryoo srains, renovations or ro ty a 
in the cave of Ube To) Palace) drag on for yar by fs snare 
pecrding to the whim of te new occur To tir ene 
fet ahade of truth in the different veo gut thors 


CHAPTER XI 


TAJ MAHAL COST ) 


JUKE THE period of construction, even the cost of the yj 
Mahal has boen subject to vague generalizations ranging between 
four and over ninety milion rupees 


1. The lowest ure of the comt concerning the Mumtaz 
mourcteum ix that of emperor Sbabjahan's own official chronicler 
Mulle Abdul Hamid Labor. He gives us only the initia) estimate 


Tut not the actual expense incurred. His figure is Rs. 40 lakhs 
(oar million rupecr).* 


2, The Mahurashireeya jayankosh figure exceeds that of 
‘Shahjaban's awn chronicler by one million rupees. It ella us that 
the exponditure incurred on the Taj Mahal was five million rupees 
(Rs, 80 Inka) > 


3. Mr. Mohammed Din anya : “It in believed to. have cost 
more than a crore and w half of rupees."* That gives us the figure 
f over Rs. 15 milion. The reader may note the rising spiral of 
‘timate. Sarting from u modest four milion, we have alreay been 
sot aloft to financial height of 15 million rupees in the rarefied 


tmowpbere of etheresd xccounts, Even Mr. Mohammed Din is not 


‘yery sure. He contents him self ing, * “ 
ry 3 with saying, “more than"* Rs. 


spy Mab Cot 
‘» 
oes hitherto made range from &0,090 49 s,m, 
§. Seeman has novod™ that “The mausoleum 
pulldingn cost Rs, 3,17,48,008,"* se 


6. The Diwan-t-Afrid,® snolber itor wor, extinsten 
(innpedian) totais 8 cow ade at 


7. On the other hand, Mr. Bayard Taylor, sn America wha 
visited Agra in 1853, wrote in the New York Horak! Tribu 

“A Shelich who takes care of the Taj tld ma that the Ta with 
ius other buildings cost seven crore rupees. This is however, que 
impoasible. I believe Uhe rel cost is estimated st 1,780,009 whieh 
doce not seem exaggerated." 

8. Mr Kanvear Lal® verites : “Taking of the eos othe aj 
there are all kinds of conjectures and accounts, One estimate pts 
i at & lakhs of rupees. This follows the mention of the finre 
in Abdul Hamid Lahori's Badshahauma, According to this historian 
“the Taj was com pleted in 22 years under the supervision of Makramat 
Khan and Mir Abdul Karim, and tbe total cost was fy ikon 
of rupees,"’ This as several authorities point out in ridley 
tow, even for the comparatively cheap labour and cont of material 
of those times... There are others... who accept tbe figure of shout 
our und w half crore rupees 1 the total cost. In is mtboratie 
book on the Taj, Moinoddin Ahmed refers to « manuscript a whch 
Rudrodas Khazanchi ~ a treasurer ~ has given s delalel sso 
ff the expense incurred on the ‘Taj. This is sven part by part 
tre to the lst pe. The total figure amounts 1 Re; 4184855, 
seven annas and pies six only."* 

‘The above passage claims hat Molla Abd 
pt tbe cost of the Taj Mahal at Rs. 80 Lakhe wy 

joled Mulla Abdul Hamid 93 mi is, 40 lakh 
ee at ri spect on he mauscle, ANE 
this is Just by way ofa slight factual correction: 


shes al 5, la line 
The ne rasireers Inyankash, Wd, Ve. 13 
2 7 nicky of odia dauet December 30, 1961, ibd 
Md Caan 4 Handbook or Visitors to Agra and ite Neighbourhood. 
er Rncaaay WM Mato data yA. Demtae ee chbourbood. 


bby La. Col. W. HI. ‘Sloeman, Republiated ty A- C- 

2 Mund--Am Pres, labore 
10, F384. Keene's Handbook, Bil “ 
31 i 
32. P.O, The Ta) by Kanwar tal Hd: 


‘The Ta) Mabal ls A Teepe 

= 4 Rudratas Khazanch ccuting the oat of thy 
mye last pe ent rings of the wive barton 
aan gr H. M. Eliot that sycophant chroniclers added such 


coed imaginstion to impart to their 
Miles trom te fertile imaginstion to ip fititins 
ecwants touch of relly. 
pay sing eps ote Tj Maa Te hot f the cot ang 
y mnsturtion discussed heretofore should be enough ty 


Permce nit readers ow tbe Shahjahan leyend is aly 
ron from beyning to end. Here we have seen how, without 
Se basis 19 star with, numerous writers hove indulged iq 
Freponstle speculation in trying to figure out tho real coat of 
the Taj Mabul incurred by Sbabjaban. But © all destined 
te come to grief because they have all been working with the wrong. 
romive, Had Shbjahan really but the Taj Mahal the cost woud 
Juve been on recor, leaving no room or need for speculation t 
Resides the actual cost of the project there is another interesting 
sleigh to it. Visitors to the Taj Mahal and lay readers of the 
‘Shahahan legend ofthe Taj Mahal take it for granted in their innocence 
{hat Sbabjahan must himself have financed his wife's mausoleum. 
But our contention that Sbabjahan was a hard-bearted, stingy, 
lecherous monarch hardly to be bothered about or moved by the 
death of one of bis 5,000 consorts, is amply borne out by Guide 
tthe Taj at Agra.” Toe Guide remarks, "The native account 
of the cost of the Taj given Re. $8,55,425 as having been given 


tty the Rajas and Nawabs and out of the Emperor's private treasu 
Bs. 86,08,760..."" a oie % 


‘There is one litle yrain of truth in the above report. It is 
tbat far from crestiog any dreamland monument for his dead wife, 
Ceara mesty wae the occasion ae a lever to force a Hinds 
Ll ‘of his wealthy mansion and, adding ingult to injury, 
hing nae alts and Nevabs tear the major financial burden ia 

A ‘erstwhile palace the semblance of a tomb. 

Ss tion feo curt mentioned above wut 
bats ‘sre fictitious. Instead of mentioning round figures 


ean 
Wiaers Pros, atlas Ty se Aer (Compation), pinta toe 


pavane ont . 
haaving been contributed by Shihjaban and 

Py ha ae 

Sw ov eran 

ing ied from «olen en ae ee 

Soncton by vo ati a wate ute 


Another pint ta be nota eat Shabba 
ves encase fue He wat ees pepaneshega 
tng, 

overtcaring, stingy. hard-beaded and bards heed ¢ rane 7 
spend even 8 farthing on a burial when be eal ext the ig 
cont from other subservient rules, Even the amount Uh het 
rulers are supposed Lo have conte sem fis ee 
fccording ‘o Sbabjahan's own chronic the ens cv it ot exe 
Fa, 4 milion while the contribution ofthe be ies, ena 
stove, i itself almost Rs 10 milion, So the ondion ti nrg 
fs Unt if at all Ube aclusl cost incurred in bari Mea 
* commandeered Hind place di amount tas min en 
that was extracted as a levy from Shahjahan's vassals and subjects 
Moghul rulers considered Ubemadves to bave a dine it he 
off the caring of thir Hindu subject 

Far from building the Ta) Mabal at his own com Seb 
was 20 stingy, eruel and bard-bearta tha he got ew the ne 
Work of Koranic carvings and sealing of serious chamber 
the erstwhile Hindu mansion done gratia by fgg the Iabourerts 

‘This is recorded on page 14 of Guide tthe Toa Aes ia 
ty Azeezondeen in Lahore) under : "The atour wat 
See permet ae cht won 
‘were said Lo have been employed for 17 years: en hae 
Sr corn was cruelly curtailed by rapacious offical placed ov 

‘Apart from Ae eruciy part of the ra 
Aliscrepancy in Ube above version 
20,000 workmen be ves wala tbat Ube work tsi tr 22 ye 
but the above sccount claims only 17 years 
instance of the confusion and bluff and Busta 
‘traditional accounts of the Ta} sine® ey are 

Keene notes on page 184 of 88 
forced, and but little was paid 10 ‘oficial 
tay allowance of cash wa carta 8 TRY fg a ik 
was their distress and 90 frightful 


> 


A reiiee na 
ae 
“ho 

“ag tha 
te re 


Beales od wort, Bie tne no wonder tt tn pp 
wort rae! on for period ranging between 10 and 22 yous 
Sardag to verlos sxounts, AN ths wos returd when oe 
Ayo he yar aly of troop bd tobe sont oot to nd wero 
Of regular anl erry ed algae standard, booed 
tha and whisk the ay to work without wage under the ack 
ef the Whip and ham of menacing swords. IIs no wondee then 
that they wale, rebated and ier ded or sbsconde. Con's 
mech to hs mayo tL py por iba th 
wags ever ope o Bld anything, much les» fabulous 
sem ow op Li ting, och a ons ig 


a 
" 

jo Sean: vemos ot a 
Se et Weld he a nt a 
te so opal hel emer eae 
ve berms by bascows eccounta of Shhjahere at Ma 


siticearal and inci wonder Wa the 
son tht the Baropean slr hard oa Pal 
re tend contemporary lnoraaton ay 
ven Muslin sources wean 49 coi 
ands but with a lite diference, They preei' 3: 
betibe fect of Shabjahan's crud maimlog of th tes 
v cget Ubut Shabjaban amputate the bands of a lacs oie 
pe audabl’ object that Chey may no ed the sr ey, 
‘ther person for erecting a rival Te] Mahal, No one seen a bie 
starved this ily legend. Fry, oud » mond wii 
Highly “refined” ecatbetic seo a3 to conve ed bl te 
rae ave the heart. to trecberously ate my the bani wi 
tolled for him ? Secondly, would x monarch discon in hit 
Tereavernent be 20 svone-beartal sto mam thw sia 
tomb for his beloved wife? Thirdly, fs commisioning «yj Mab 
techn cheap joke that anyone-with a ding wile cl mses 
the same set of labourers and. ‘onder therm to build a rival To) Mahal? 
‘Who would have the money, similar Jopendary Jove for bie wite 
and the power even to dream of ‘5 Taj for his ov wife? Obviously 
errant en ot cl ei 
encoction which passes muster 
‘Mahal, and ithnaie sli isan to abront 
rudy in ordering te alteration to Hida manent 
cat gots, in an aura of romantic nowens, TH 
to subdue tbe workers who used to raid 
st being made to tol for no return e 


work 

Incidentally Shabjaban’s atternpt to gt Chew ial 
Scusion tha Ut 

Itins alone alao Teas to the neo” yt 


© mere sustere meal to the workmne” 
Ube crack of Ube whip and as of Ue rer 


‘The Ta) Mabal Ta A Temple Palace 


anotner cononcted tpn x that Salat intended to bul 
4 ed marth Taj Mahal for hens” on the other side of the 
see As corrboraion of at eome shrewd guldes and some gulitie 
Seeorlane poira out to ube poor war seme ruins cn Ube other 
ee of the river, ‘Those are tbe remaing of Hinds pavilions on 
Toe other side of the river. when the To) Maal was Hindu 
terle-pulace, Thove got dextriyed during succeasive Muslim 
icra when enemy forces forded the river to capture the Taj 
ing complex. Now those same Hindu ruins 100 are claimed 
wr Muslim construction, Since Sbabjahan did not build the white 
‘rare Ty Mahal there was no question of his ever hoping. conceiving 
er dreaming to bud a black marble Ta} Mahal. In corroboration 
fe quote Keene. On page 161 he observer, "The cenotaph of 
Shatjahan is conjectured to have been unsymmetrcally placed here 
esause be cou not complete x mausoleum be had contemplated 
for himself but of this there iv no reliable record."* This shows 
tut no matter which deta in Ube traditional Taj Mahal leyend 
wwe try to pick up for closer examination it crumbles to pieces 
te» bopeless and atrocious concoction, 


CHAPTER xm 


WHO DESIGNED, 
WHO BUILT THE TA? 


aca at ee 
Paiepetinpi 
epee 
Cn ee 
2 te ee 
ooo oo ee 
nos 

Let us bere take stock of the different efforts made to Wentity 
on ee eae 

1. It is worth noting that Emperor ‘Shabjahan's court chronicler 
at a ee 
Ma ey ee oka 
i a ae Ae 
Sa tg wet 
therefore, quite in order. Subsequent writers bad no right to make 
re 

Keene takes special note of this omissions He says™ : “Ben 


ul id Labor was speci instructed by Sbabjshan 
though Abul Hamid Labori was specially wane 


supervisors” ‘Makara Khan and Abdul Karin 
Farrar a cut extn 8 ESTE 
enough to get the palace altered into x om: 


owe bee ae 


apd tel A ta 
ke 


a. Toe Rncyetypneia Britanncs™ prefers to be sweetly vague 
wy none toa ibe plas od been prepared by ® council of 
He pacts” from amamber of countries Tt paseos vr comprehension 
bow 90 many fons of scholars all over the world allowad 
rem nlves to be 20 thorousty hypnotized by the Sbahjahan legend, 
fe to be stopped short of thorough research into all aspects of 
he Taj Mabal 

4 We bave sirenty seen ow Bernier was silenced by being 
cl thet the designer of tbe Taj Mahal bad already been kid 
ty Stahjohan so Ut the designer may not oblige any other potentale 
ty designing another wooder monument. We bave already pointed, 
‘out the absurdity ofthis. Moreover, even though ki 
frame could very wel ‘live’ if at all there was any such person 
fin fact, hia denth would have made his name immortal 

5. According to Professor B. P. Saksena,” ‘Though there is 
fs reat unenimity among writers in the estimate of the beauty 
‘of the Taj thelr opinions as to its origin and style differ widely. 
Seaman In his Rambles and Recollections makes the fantastic 
‘suggestion of its having been designed by a French engineer Austin 
de Bordeaux and by a ridiculous stretch of imagination identifies 
him with Ustad Iss. But the suggestion is not confirmed by historical 
evidence, Vincent Smith, relying on the testimony of Manrique, 
sstiributes the origin of the design to Geronimo Vironeo, view 
which is rejected by Sir Jobn Marshall and E. B. Havell 


Med, the designer's 


8. Keene obvervea.® “The names of 
2 the principal experts 
revo, bly Mohamad I Aad are given i Persian 
sane ell the Tarithl-Ty Mahl omneoed by the Khadims 
erediary sustodiany ofthe Ts). The authenticity ofthis document 


ts scmewbat questionable."* 
thomas nate: The reader may therefrom note at 


Who Desiened, Who Butt The Taj 7 
a0 


gon variously st Agr, Ste and Ram (Baropen Ty 
says” Mr. Kara Lal fe 


7, Mr. Motammed Khan's arch quote in an sme ig 
sds a new same to the catetnta forthe bouer of éagng 
the To} Mabal. That mame ia = Ahmad Mabandis (and be tec 

This wild chase for the architect of the Ta) Mab! throughs 
forest of rumours has proceeded mer H 
rest of rumours hss iy for over 30 yours 
nybody becoming the wiser for I Tired of tt unending par 
seholare of history hd resigned themes to Serving it a tht 
td quoting the several names ts just 90 many aMeratives to chow 
from. Tous neither in the matter of the cot, nat the peril of 
construction, nor on the nkme of te designer tern any unary 
On the otber hand, a wide varety of aluerstives i» mentioned 
This could only happen when the very basis of the search and 
research is foulty 


E. B. Havell observes, **Somne Indian records of the Tj mean 
the name of one Mannu Beg as the principe most worker, bot 
in the list of principal workmen ven by the Imperial Ubrary 
Manuscript, five mosale workers from Kanu) all with Hinds mamas 
fare entered... The best Agra mosaic workers of the prev iy 
are also Hindus...'** 

‘The above passage i very revealing in many reypcts balk 
the utter confusion Ut prevalls bout the designers and workmen 
Connected with the Ta} Mahal. Such confusion aries oy bres 
of repented attempts over generations 1o fil in the Ws 
fictitious story with a view to make a cogent 
have resulted in European scholars trying 19 


‘The Tu Maal Is A Temple Palace 


at the best Agra mossic workers of 
: toe indus” clearly proves # long traiog 
carted i which the Taj Maha 


aerved® that be ground tbe Hindus to 
over. The process 
‘Ghazni, of pulverizing In 
Cation anh Aurangn. Tera tempo slackened Dcnane 
yt Mecrgunce of Finds nitionalt forces 1m that nihlmariy 
ged Tatas were ferret out of thee bomes and towns We 
rae and pts ft and on, What ecoe was thee then o culate 
Fr or promeute any stolen? If Ub the best mosaic workery 
Bsges are tll Hindu, as testified ty Havell, they could only 
te Secsandants of thove who buit the Ta} Mahal before the advent 
Whe Muslim in India, This end additional force to the conclusion 
that the'Ty Mahalis an ancent Hindu building and not a comparatively 
rode tomb of the Moghul times 

‘That the To} Mabal is not the only monument falsely credited 
o Seahjahan, is apparent from another of Havell’s observation 
Hive say2®, “In my opinion the Debi pietra dura (the figure 
raving of tirds inlaid in the rear wall of the royal balcony in 
the Divani-I-Am, Red Port, Dei) bas been wrongly attributed 
wo Stahjehan’s reign... The naturalistic representation of birds and 
‘animals was» violation of Muslim law. The strict letter of (Koranic) 
Ine forbate the representation of the likeness of anything which 
fia bexven ative, or in the earth beneath."* 


Since the pletra dure is an integral part of the Red Fort, and 
‘oka afler-thoughtora subsequent graf, Havel, in effect, concedes 
‘What tbe Red Fort in Delhi, commonly ascribed to Shahjahan, existed 
ia pre Main Une when mich figure-drwings were not oly ok 

coaidereesneti] decoration in royal mansions. 


‘The suthorship of the Jama Masjid in Delhi and the city of 


— 


ve Deed, Who Bulk The Ta 7 
w 

(1a Det toc has been 
sot anita of proot bend they eg Salts hs 
Gren 2 scrap of wutbentle paper fron Seat ate Pras 
showing that be commissioned the Ta Mahal andthe ter bedanes 
tscribed to him. Had there been any such preo there eee ey 
oe SAS care eatin 

‘The pitlable state of Indlan istry in 4 
tren left unchallenged, arisen from the diitereadnen of Tnd's 
erstwhile British rulers to subjet them to a thorough check. Since 
they, a3 rulera, manned the educational apparatus in tna, 0 
Indian dared refuse to toe the offical line let be be denied 
ducatonal degree in history and consequtnly be disabled from 
texmning # living. Those not studying history wer ino pny 
to know that Ube Indian history being Uuyht to genentons ae 
ail perverted and distorted. Thus historians or otberwie, Indians 
fucked the capacity to challenge the history being taught to thm, 

‘subconsciously the British administration in nia was, however, 
ware of the falsification of Indian history on a very lng sai 
Therefore, whenever clsims afecting thr interest nance 
puddings were advanced they, very ofiously, onder invetgaons 
Tnowing full well Usst tho rent. would be favourable to thems 
One such instance|s recorded in the Transactions of th Arches! 
‘Society of Agra.#TLis a note on Ube Mubarak Mani or O18 Osan 
House, by the Joint Secretary. He records, 
upon to inquire and report. whetber the building occupies by Ube 
Custom House in Balligan} was 1 Mobammean 
‘Toe bing i queen dome 
tot appear to have been originally = Mobseumetay sie 


consequence fa binge it ing Ro 
after ‘the news of the victory oe 
Taran tere aren otk of anna alan TS 
sec apart for prayer but this wil be fund Bt 


‘by the Mohammedan emperors. 


Pras ts Aira 
Sinn Altra: Ini by De. tama Sacha 


The Lith Coatury and After, Vol. Th, tid. 


mary 
Wh Tramactan of the Archaea St of AE 
ra 


‘Toe Taj Maal Is A Tempe Palacy 


ent (tie) Bas tT been done ty 
wee particularly ooteworthy. THuR the 
Sr anove, i dearly an ancient Rajput 
© Moghii, 
metisend 


ssurpation they 

forta ba 
© grave-Hkp 
by roadsides 
3 00 ancient, 


s mediseval 


Agra.* July 


Idungii Mabel... Tradition has nothing to say beyond 
py Ss e.. 
Diecening scolar can got several revealing clues in tbe above 
Fame Fey, K confers that what are known as Sulimagarh 
tet deers Mat are both ancient Hindu buildings because 
leech Metin reders would never Lolerate Hindu ornamentation 
be bangs they ordered, if any. What is more revealing is 
= ee appear superfluous sod 
i ‘hose buildings were usurped. Conquerors 
etl smerny be at a ber 0 exzlsin asray the significance of 


jpepanies sqe bulling It is ornamented in s sort of Hinduised 
he 


Br te pe of captured buildings according to their way of 
Be eet wer bait by those professing a different 
Te wie of mach garing inconsistencies, anomalies aot 
sa Rimory of every single mediseval monument 


Who Designed. Wo Bult The Taj 7 


the true history of India's 
‘being subservient to the British dared not 


A document called the Tarith-j: 


= 
See nore i deat ie ena 


to Pakistan. Reeoe's Handbook" sate, “The mult of die 
document is somewhat questionsble."" Obviously be has sed the 
word "‘somewhst"* out of a sense of modesty and castion, What 
be sctually meant to convey was thatthe document was an outright 
forgery. Even ordinary judgement should tel us that the nond for 
1s forged document arises only when a fale claim isto be staked. 
Hd tbe Ts} Mabal been an original tomb the need for s forged 
document would never have arisen. The existence of uch document 
is substantial proof that when the Taj Mabal was taken from ks 
rightful owners for being converted into 1 tamb or even exter, 
its original papers were destroyed and replaced by false document 
‘That is why m0 aspect of the Ta} as described in the treitonsl 
version is free from doubt and suspicion 


- 


CHAPTER NIT 


HE TAJ IS BUILT TO HINDU 
SPECIFICATIONS 
a 


HINDU PALAGRS of ot used to be Dull in the mist of busy 
ove evr an the ruler ued to ide on elephant tack in the 
they contre of his mitary from arrayed on battlefield 
Th the palace alt the ruler's awn. room used to be In the centre 
latthe eifice. Tin aspect of Hind custorn in battle und architecture 
tue to be taken into account when studying medi 


a —————— 


1 mor 


ih odin which, Unanglh they masquerade ax tombs and mosques, 
are Xl) ancient Hindu templew and palaces. 

‘The Hindu King and hie nobility being the chief buyers of the 
producia of the cholcmt merchandise, palace complexes often 


revel secommodatlon for a bazar, This applies to the Ts} Mabal, 
de Latif ta by Tavernier. 


‘The very berm Ta) Mahal means “*Crown Residence’ or a 

enowt among revidences."* Ne does not in the least signify « tomb. 
A tomb and a palace are ax different ax heaven and earth. Had 
the words '°Taj Maul" the feat sepulchral tinge, nobody would 
Juve dared name any hotel ax "Taj Mahal Hotel,"* for, which tourist 
‘would ke to live nw “Grave Yard Hotal'*? Hit tourists are uttracted 
‘by the oxme Ta) Mohid precisely bucause the name connotes the 


(Bory wad majonty of a palace or Lemple and not the wiles 
le and ot. the 
Boom of » mt, v the silence and 


" aera wre se eer] Mea cae 
ren ‘Maba-Alaya, Shwhjahan merely cally the 
regen an ble sop Sera while Aurangzeb calls 

smatber's mauaceum. This In further 
Sen tr oa. ‘meee 
Whe (ied) Ta) Mahal (palace complex) had rows of 


—— 


spate BL To Hts Spo 

a 
pope forming» nar wits prada 
ore otto sve shops ire os preset eae ea 


fd picture-postcard sellers and dealers 
of tbe To) Mal. ' culos and by moter 


Here we must also reall that tbe Boel 
occa ine malar) balding 66a ed et 


fqueet houses snd guard rooms. All thee necaar 
Gf palace but not that of a mausoleum, ee 

Misleoding notions at modiseval buldings are Musin 
‘constructions, simply because they appear ta be tombs snd mosques 
teed because Jong association and tradition asrbed to them Matin 
trigins, got rooted in Indian history. Yet Western scholars came 
sve near the truth in asgerting that Ube seeing Musi bugs 
‘rere ‘built’ with columns, panels, beams, brackets and eveything 
Ve belonging to earlier Hindu buildings. We quote » typical 
Stoervation of a British scbolar. He writen: ““Barller Mubammatin 
nvaders before Ube Adil Sbahi - under Karimuddin sbout 1316 tat 
uit « mosque in the fort of Bjapur, constructed out of Mindi 
emains. How far Ube pillars used there by them sre tor from 


erotik consists partly of te portico of « Hindu tpl; bit Wis 
is not incompatible with Ue idea Uhat other portions were 
from Une orxina positions and resdoptel their presenh TINS 


inside » Hindu temple or mansion Iter put 16 
‘every mediaeval building, tbe Wester eas pres, mut 
been built from debris of an carer Hinde CAME 


i bat 
half the truth, It did not ‘occur to them 
‘not build ath i on ay 


> oat 
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soft and break in the process and would 
sae ot ol tn at en eet fo thse 

Ties for ercting a building of 14 be quixotic enough 

Sts tng dhl lt anchor pce 
Seas a nd bling, tenet mare nie pace 
ret manila bldg frm the sare mater 
tie Hind bug abo 
ewe be ig Une-consrmingDeadsche 0 sort them 
ap rarange tno to know wich stone belongs to which 
a mand wich portcn, The magitade of tbe problem may be 
rom the fact that people wbo abutter their shops with 
Thanks have to number thee planks and to make special markings 
pendiate ther upper ends and inner or outer sides. Unless thase 
flunk are thus phox! in their proper order the sbop cannot be 
Trcurly shutter, When ordinary shuttering with readymade and 
rat futig planks by n man well-versed with the job through 
‘rey practice becomes dificult without proper markings, could 
Jruge builings be raised in al| their perfection and artistry from 
4s mediey of confused debris of a demolished building carried 
dsewbere? 

Morworer, even that would be Impossible because presuming 
‘bathe other material resin intact, would it not need a foundation t 
So the simple truth is that the Muslims did not construct any 
Sang with Hindu mel. Tey just steppe into» Hindu temple 

tansion tnd put it to their own use by burying somebody in 

‘it, Uhrowing sway Ube idol, chiselling away Hindu 
es + Dogo ‘ornamentation 
nae Ngee waving the Koran over it. This 
mediaeval Muslim tombs and moaques look 50 


simllar to Hind tn 
See ples and mansions. ‘The same is true of the 


x2 dismantled and all its ston 


thi 
ntanale theory whi 
TH Mad the vryfwer ae sn PAPtUrOUsly described Ube 


of theInda-Saracenic 


‘the To Is Built To Bindu Speciation, 


eye of architecture, “8 dream in 
Gee How very mise Tlenting ah te CO Mt 
oa may now be gauged from our 
vee 8 17th century Muslim tomy pe Maal tote 
the 1h Century A. D. ater converted by Mone oe Be 
f alec, snd reconquered by the Hindus, Tee sare le 
fbwurdity in believing that medineal Muss ond bens ee 
and tombs with stone obtained by demolishing Hinds tnpie oat 
palaces. The abourdity in that mediaeval buildings are ah nanan 
ts ove cannot steal an egy abl or econ ah and at 
Soler 
that alien :nuslim rulers could strip Hindu buldings of thee 
oo ete ee 
then rearrange all that stone to create massive, manic and 
lasting baidings out of material carved and designe by Hindus 
centuries earlier to suit Uber own abspes, patterns and ur 

‘We have no intention, however, of amlng the Westerns. 
‘They were intellectual lants and pains-taling scale, 
deing foreigners they had not been fully exposed ta the malpractice 
of Muslim rule in India. As such Uhey lucked # certain smouot 
of personal experience of conditions in Indian histary. Even tba 
most of them, as observed by us before, came very neur Ube truth. 
One such was E. B. Havell, a ‘great architect and one endowed 
with a deep insight 

Havel! has debunked the claim Ghat the Tj Mahal i the prods 
‘of any non-Hindu architectural style, In discussing the architectare 
of the To} Mahal and the claim of some bistrans nan 
‘named Veroneo may have been its designer, Mr, Raown 
Mr. Havell thus + 80 Hf Vironeo was 90 deny verse elie 
craft tradition that he could design # Lam 
nid down in the Shilpa Shastras, the dome Bt 
‘eateman would not hev ben fs, Tox dome of TT 
td the dome of Torahim's tom (in Bijapur) tit are Sg 
‘on the same principles. They ae 


2s ‘The To) Mabal Is A Temple Palace 
tthe dome are inlaid instead of being sculptured, The Ta Mahal 
cei exoaty much a bulding 88 one woul! expect 10 be created 
india... by 2 group of master builders inheriting the traditions 
ot Mddhist and Hinde buldings. The plan which consists of 
crctrat domed chamber surrounded by four small domed chambers, 
Totes the plan of an Indian pancharatn, or *five-jewelled”* temple, 


fis rotaype, a8 1 have shown elsewhere, is found in the Buddhist 
temple of Chandi Seva in Java...and inthe sculputured stups shrine 
Of Ajanta. Nether Sbabjahan nor his court builders, much lees 


oh obscure Malian adventurer, can claim the whole merit of its 
schievernent.”"" 

How very clear is Mr. Havell in his assertion thot the Taj 
Mahal ie built in the ancient Indian, Hindu style and none of 
Shuthjshan's contemporaries could design or conceive of it, We regret 
that Mr. Havell was unaware of the admission in Shahjahan's own 
official chronicle, the Redshahnama, that the Ts} Mahal is an ancient 
Hindy mansion. Hod that confession come to light in hia time be 
‘would have rejoleed to find his architectural conclusion fully 
corruborated by history, and he would then bave been acknowledged 
an an authority on Indian architecture far superior to Percy Brown 
or Ferguson 

Incidentally, we would like the reader to note here the great 
Mr. Havell's observation that the dome itself and the inverted lotus 
exp over it are vory ancient forms of pure Indian, Hindu architecture 
‘ait with in the Indian Shilpa Shastra which originates in untraceable 
antiquity. 

‘The Indian Ships Shastra in its bewildering ramifications needs 
to be thoroughly studied and researched. In order to present a 
panorama of the ancient Indian Shilpa Shastra we refer the reader 
to the chart at the end of this book, showing the branches of 
the ancient Indian science of engineering, as compiled by a great 
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™ record our gratitude to Mr. G. G. Joshi for lending 
hart and an account of the late Mr. Vaze's life and work. 
Uesdery may reler to Mr. Josh's artide on Mr. Yaze in the Maratbl 
wir, Poona, dated March 28, 1965, Another article on 


V. M. Tunbet, appaied tn the of the 
‘Marathi monthly Vintwokarms Vikas along 


‘Toe To) Ie Bult To Hinds Specieatons 


indologist and engineer Racmabe 
tdve the reader an idea of the ree! Prot) 
penance racic and scholarship that einai  a 
Transions, ghsts, palaces, canals, ‘cavum, 
the pret ulin Ut the ance Mans a 24 
profuced ~ namely the sj Mab. Aer exeagy eet Me 
fencaloyical tree of te Laan Shp Shar te nig na 
how puerile and hasty has been the notion tht it wes Sump 
‘who commissioned the Ta] Mahal: Stabjehan 


Th le Me... Vi ee 

- VV, an erty on ae 
encnering tod archive, astm tg ep 
December 16, 1889, ™ 


In the year 1891 he qualifed as a Gul Ragin 
Engineering Colle, Poona, India, ‘eater 
Indicating bow he tured towards stuly of anlent Ian 
architereture and engineering, Mr, Vaae once wrote in the Voie 
Magazine (published from Labor, now in Pakistan) "twas nach 
rurprised (o find that during the whole course of my trating in 
tmigineering there was no mention of any Indian autor or tants 
or formula of engineering subjects (Uhough) Tad known enna 
men admire (ancient Indian) buldings, selpires, forts; rai 
guns and pillars. 1 therefore made up my mind to aee how the 
matter stands. 1 know the names of about 400 texts of welt 
Tread fifty."* 
White yen hve ben aly 8 corey mia 
‘he Toj Mahal is an Islamie-type baling, 
the late Mr. B, B. Havell and well-known arcbocoogats ke Me 
BL. Dhara, aretre arehaclgie surveyor ander suentinat 
Of the Archaolgical Survey of dia. wale vor Family g 
and emphatically thatthe Ts} Mba an ost and out 
bulk according to the orthodox and classe Hinds 


In his 46 page ook el THe 
observes “"Neither the name 
nor the exact amount of ron ee i oe 
anywhere... Foreigners taking slain 
cree wa correct estima ff» TAU bas 
fa wholly indigenous in. form and 


A Er ail 
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Ihave beon thoroughly versed In the lore of Hindu shastras, a veritable 
putndit indeed... The Taj both in body and soul is essentially Indian 
fn conception, indigenous in origin and savouring but little of 
or outside influence... One has only got to see that 


it bears the stamp of a culture and outlook wholly native to the 
core... Three phases (namely square, octagonal and circular) 


sci the aspects of creation, preservation and death which 


in tum is symbolic of the Holy Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and 


The architecture of the Taj is derived from the Lotus 
4 sacred flower of the Hindus. The whole architectural 
nposition are indigenous and derived from 


a which 


precede the time when there was nothing worth the name of Arabian, 


Muslim or Seljuk style architecture 


CHAPTER XIV 


SHAHJAHAN WAS INNOCENT 
OF SOFT FEELINGS 


ASCRIBING THE creation of the Taj Mahal to Shuhjshan smgunts 
to crediting him with Romeo-tike constancy in love to Mumta, 
and the soft heart of an artist, Far from thot, Shahaihen jas 
‘s hard-bearted, haughty, conceited, bigoted, stingy, fanatical, ere 
and lecherous tyrant, And Mumtaz was x perfect match for bm, 

Moulvi Moinuddin Ahmad says,” “European historians bare 
sometimes changed Shabjaban with bigotry traced to the fountanbend 
of narrow-mindedness in Mumtaz.” 

Hisvell observes," ‘The Jewuits were biterly permculel by 
Shahjahan. Only s short time before bar death, Mumiat Mada 
who waa s relentless enemy of the Chritians, had inaigel 
Shahjaban to attack the Portuguese settlement In Hoaghi 


is stated 
priests to become Mobammedans (txt 
rat atm was grey iid nd eran lar 
the priests to be exceuted the net 
against the worst outlaws, that 
elephants." 

Keene says, " 
in autocratic pride, and a 
throne by murdering sll possible vals 


BI. Pp. vil-in, 
January to June, 
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new Shaaban peranlly, bis nature was anbonding and ming 
‘enn extreme pride, and contempt of ll. 

‘Eveo Mulla Abdul Ramis official chronicle of Sbabjahan's reign 

fecone in connection with the conquest of Daulatabed that * "Rasim 
Fhar and Kamba brought 400 Christian prisoners, male and female, 
Joung and old, with the Kole of their worship to tbe presence 
aide fith- defending emperor. He ordered that the principles of 
the Mohammedan religion be explained to them and they be called 
tipon to adoph ik. A few embraced the faith. But the majority in 
perversity and silfulness rejected the proposal. These were 
Gistributed among the amirs, who were directed to keep these 
despicable wretches in rigorous confinement. So it came Lo pass 
tat many of them passed from prison lo hell. Such of their idols 
‘as were the likeness of the Prophet's were thrown into the Jamna, 
the rest were broken to pieces,” 


History is replte with descriptions of Shahjahan’s cruelty, giving 
ie to the average text-book version of his being a man of great 
artistic taste and a devoted husband. Cruelty was Shahjahan's 
congenital trait, Ik manifested itself from a very young age and 
won for him the unenviable epithet of being a scoundrel of the 
first water, from no less a person than his own august father, 
‘emperor Johangir. 

Shabjaban'a villainy manifested itself from a very young age 
towards even his kith and kin, not to talk of strangers. This may 
be lustrated by a typical passage on page 25 of Keene's Handbook: 
He observes that Sbabjahan “‘in open rebellion (against his own 
father, emperor Jehangir) seized Fatehpur Sikri, and sacked tbe 
Aly of Agra, where according to Dela Valle, a noble lalian then 
on a Visit to India, his army committed fearful barbarities. ‘The 
Gilizens were compdled under torture to give up their boarded 
tresaures. and many ladies of quality were outraged and mutilated. 

1k inn great traventy and irony of Indian history that a ravager, 
orturer, molester, extortionist, plunderer and destroyer should 
‘e parad and praised sky-high as 2 devoted husband of Mumtaz, 
‘© connolseur of srt, m patron of letters, a conceiver of beautiful 
Dulldings and the usherer of s golden aye. ‘This is an insult to 
the lnaligence of beth teachers and students of history 


habjahan Was Innocent of Soft Faings 


aniel. He is lo credited wo 2008 Of bis extemal 
Jot brother, Rhu” me ac 

Shabjshan's phenomenal lecbery an, 
wife Mumts's Meth or ly ae Stee oe i 
her to earth by inflicting on her 14 delivers yg Cx rumine 
cy tn tga ee ee 
lst of the 14 children Mumtax hal to daver to Subjunn (oa 
record period of lesa than 18 yes, ull se dalivre te tat 
and death sald "no more bersfter,” appairy fh» Tenia 
page 57 of Keene's Handbook; ‘The formate lit which ret 
lke famsly planning in the reverse, te a9 under: Hund Nome 
(daughter), born 1612, died 1615, 2 Jahanara, 161 = 4 dyhr 
with whom later Shahjahan is reported ta have devoped it 
sexual relations. 3, Muhammad Dara Sbeko, born 1614.4, Muhanad 
Shab Shuja, born 1615. 5. Roshanara, & daughter born 1616. 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, born 1617. This Aurangzeb iv «cursed name 
in Indian history, He followed bis father Shabjhan’s example of 
‘murderiny or maiming all bis rivals. 7. Umaid Baksh, bom 18, 
died 1621. 8. Suria Bano, born 162), died 1827. 8. 9 unnamed 
son was born in 1621 and died aoon after. 10; Murad Hd born 
in 1623, 11. Latfulla, born i 1698, dled in the flowing yar 
12. Daulat Afzal, born in 1627, ied. the following ywars 14. AN 
unnamed daughter died soon after birth in 1608, 14 Oaalarns 8 = 
aughter, born in 1629. Kt was during thi childbirth Ot Mumia 
died 


of hi 


Here is what Emperor Jcbangir has to say about Na own #8, 
‘Shahjahan. “I dirveted that heoceforward be (pring 
should be called a ‘Wretch’, and whenever the word "Wah! tei | 


ee | 


‘or mention the anguish and. ri 
during these journeys and marc 

{In pursuit of him (a rebellious prince 

my son.” 


22. P. 281 Ect & Doweon, Mtr, Wis 


‘The Ta) Mahal Ia A Temple Pata 


= han was ad 
ec ot nything, Shahn was» deatroye, 
Petron bine ni pronicler Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahog 
pen oe Oy otc of His Mat th 
om ne yl ep od bos be Dut renang 
era eerie A eat stronghold of infidelity. The indy 
Stet Brae eg tbr. Hs majesty, he defender 


Sa 
Thee em oer 
ews Bee 
se noe ree 

= oie Thad been destroyed in the 
stove pone 


throughout all his 

‘dl temples that had been begun should 
ted from the province of Allshabad 

district of Benares.” 


—— = 

ee is tom 

. agen! principle before students of h 

ae ever @ builder. widly 
eS cre 


a mane thet Hindus were ousted from their temples, thelr 
eee wer terown out and the same buildings were used for 


Sem hts this practice of India's alien Muslim rulers which 
Sy metered tot ed mone foks ine empl 

«Bots mansico 
Ne Kacwsr Lal's book notes," “Shajahan was professedly 
cis Seni, wed probably at the instigation of Mumtaz Mahal, 
be had smiewed the destruction of Hindu temples... He had broken 
ore the sepia of the Christian Church st Agra..." European 
feeds, Bender ant Manucci, describe numerous scandals 
seeencind wth the private life of Sbabjahan, and depict him as 
 mpiatte omture, whooe only concern in life was how to indulge 
= bet memuaty end monstrous lewdness. According to them 
Sie fowpeet funy bezars in te palace, the maintenance of a lange 
snbr of Gecieg girls by the state, the presence of hundreds 
mite eras in the seraglio, were 90 many objects for the 
sebtacion of Seabintan's ist. Manueci says, “It would seem 
wr See onty thig Seabjshan cared for was the search for wome 
SPs Valo writen stout the intimacy of Shahan 
"rm of deter Khan and Khallullah Khan, and saya that 


susbjan Was Innocent of Bat Ping 


12 
{t became 20 notorious that when 
[ec 
Lone aa 
went by. they shouted "0 Luncon of Satur lee Rt 
Bernier remark that Sbaahan hea wena ez ual! 
Macrae speak of Sabian’ idan Un cha Bae 
of stayiota Khan with Ube assistance o is doug eo Me 


cs/Suyn namaste er 
Begum... Tavernier writes in the same strain. 
Say ae ar ee 
elder daughter 
‘Shahjahan, was very handsome and of lively parts and hi 


Joved by her father. Rumour fas it Usa his sttechmen, reached 
a point which it is difficult to believe, Ube json of which 
be rested on the decision of Mullahs or doctors of law. Accordig 
to them it would have been unique to deny the King th privage 
of gathering fruit from the tree be had himself planted,” Vincent 
‘Smith has it that **the earliest evidence ofthis noestuous conection 
is to be found in De Lact, and that t is confirmed by ‘Thomas 
Herbert.” 


Let us now sce what the Mahirashireeya Jnywakoe baw to 


his father was alive Sbabjahan rebelled aglnat 
but without success. On coming ta the throne (168) be HN 
ail his (near) reattions. Defeating Sbab\ i 16H be sonexs 


inst Europea coming to Inn and neve ei Ot 
meddling in reious affairs, On te ground tht Ub Forage’ 
indulged in religious persecution Shbjaan ent en expan At 
thar etement on tbe banks of tbe Heol mama Se 


%, Ties & Downe, History, td, Ve 
Val. VEL 
EP e by Kanwar as, ii 


8. P, 27, id 
87, P. (8)-13, 


ss ‘The Taj Mahal In A Temple Padggg 
stove yéot of Shahjahan’s Wechory and crucly is 
eh Ssh od ry 1 tama 
west, She wa just one among the 8,000 consort ia hig 
prom ty addition vo the many wives, sisters and daughters of 
paretriors and aubjeets and slaves which he used to help himaly 
veith for immosierate sein! xratification 

ar trom Mumtas's death bereaving Shahjahan. the later made 
hie fem pola! tol even in her death. He used her death ag 
ie rvenieak provext to requisition Jaisingh's maynificent hereditary 
face, there dennding ane more Hindu of his wealth and power, 
ince Shadjatun bad a deep hatred for the Hindus 

By bis very nature = stingy, conceited and lecherous Shahjahan 
waa the lat man to apend any mony on such sentimental projects 
we building # tomb for one of the many women he Micted with 
whether in his harem oF out of it 

Uke all other so-called Muslim tombs - i.e. Hindu buildings 
used by them first as residences and later as burial places ~ the 
‘Tw Mahal too is not a single tomb but an ancient Hindu mansion 
reduced to wn Islamic burial ground. Besides Mumtaz, Shahjaban 
Himself ties buried by hor side, But that is not all. There are two 
‘other graves in the same precincts 

Mr. Kanvnr Lal observes", “*At the other end of the Jilokbans, 
towards the east, there are again two buildings. These are the 
tombe of Satunnisa (Khana) who was a favourite attendant of 
Mumtaz Mahal and who was entrusted with the task of looking 
After the temporary tomb of Mumtaz Mahal at Burbanpur... Similar 
in the tomb of Swrhandi Begum, another of Sbahjaban's queens. 
‘The two structures are built exactly alike."” 

‘tout Sotunnisa Khanam’s tomb Keene observes on page 161-162 
‘thir Handbook, °The body sald to be buried there was of Mumtaz’s 
devoted maid. The tomb (built by Shahjahan) is said to have cost 
Rs, 20,009, She died childless widow at Lahore in 1617. Tbe 
‘quarter at Agra known as Chitti Khana (1 corruption for Sati Khana) 
a founded by her. The tomb proper consists of a high octagonal 
‘linth... round * ewtral octagonal mortuary chamber. That Ts} i 
‘aed on ood authority, but the special assignment to her of this 
Particular tomb haw no better foundation than popular belief."" 


SW, The Tay by Kanwar Lal, mad. 
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‘Toot shows Ut ke every other = 
legend even the Satunnisa Khanam ee the Thi Mita 
tomt-like mounds were ered in uryed ga A nh 
indus many nol reclaim and re-use theas won mnae th 
iow othe Hindo weaken tnt diartog ene ‘The Mann 
sites, So, erecting fale oblong gravee Ronn ca 
strong mllary contingent planting tases Pig 
practically nothing. It was a simple pyridine) 
‘elsim Hindu buildings for Islam, and it waa ean 
is de fe sen ea ena 
tomb may not contain the stated corpee, aie 
But there are also other details in $0 
=< ne na, a 
snai’s festering corpse all the vay trom Labor to Arsalan 
‘of about 400 mies - in those days of pedestrian trsnapart.? Seedy, 
‘why would Shehjahan spend Ra. 30,000 on it when be made 
of labourers slave on Korunic engravings and sealing the uperfoois 
apartments of the erstwhile Hind mansion, witout paying then 
‘even a single pie? Thirdly, bow could » mere mald found a oc 
named Sati Khana in Agra? What does founding mean? 
Khana is the ancient part of Agra reserved for Mina 
“"Sati"* i.e, burning themselves on the pyre of Ub den 
This shows bow Muslim history has made fabs 
everything in Hindusthan in the name of even 
Dburqa-covered Muslim maids, potters and water-cares 
its octagonal shape clearly indicate that i i an 


building. Fifthly, did even the maid's lfesime 
‘20 much as Rs. 30,000 to justify that much eyed 
tomb ? Was her house worth much more i ene Bs 
Rs, 30,0007 Has the emperor Shabjahan Balt 

all the maids of his court ? Would ss stingy 


i Tee To Mea eA Teal 


neuro 


Sod apartments. Since it was all e “grab and use’” affair 

pmametrical apartments were used to bury 2 queen ‘sad ga 
In, reapectively. = 

lad Serhandi Begum dio} earlier and Mumtaz later, our 

Docks may have rapturously described a concocted romance between 
‘SKujehan and Surhandi Begum to justify bis building of the 

Mahal as a fabulous tomb for her. Indian histories relating re 
Muslim period are. therefore, false assumptions, later stuffed = 
concocted descriptions to justify and explain away those fantastic, 
Mogheal, baffling and sbourd assumptions i 


CHAPTER XV 


SHAHJAHAN’S REIGN NEITHER 


GOLDEN NOR PEACEFUL 


‘70 CONSIDER Shahjahan's reign « golden and peaceful period 
of history, 8 is commonly asserted in all scounta of bis rus 
tabling him to build tombs, mosques, forts and palace ines 
fea travesty of Uhe truth. His was one ofthe most troubled rims, 
fal of pestilence, warfare and famine. That it was pros issmeria 
rrerely to justify Ube false credit xiven to him for constructing 
rm rangnficent buildings ax the Ts) Mahal in Agen and he Tal 


subjects - namely sbout 99 per-cent non-Muslim residents of Indin, 
‘were subjected to beastly tyranny: 
and their temples were being constantly jemolished. We have a8 
seen bow Sbahjaban murdered all bis 


Can the regime ofa rulers by ny 
termed « golden and peaceful period a. 
is safe and the life and property of ie On IG 
fs golden and peaceful period If It 


90-called Jama Masjid in 
‘Shuhjahan did not bave 
the 


scaffolding for alterations in 


= Te Te Maal 1 Trae 


sgunjan ascended te throne at Agra on Fuh Feb 
paneding to the Alancr Nama of Mobammad Kazim," gure, 
arrectve control ofthe throne when be fll i! on 18th See 


1? and is so rove in revo, bling mens ne another 
spin the crown 

‘Shawn's reign thus lasted for 29 years and seven mont 
‘he whole of this period was full of incessant. wars, revgls 
Forentve campeon ud fines and be renter wil Ting aes 
4 year to year account of Shbjahan’s reign which should ety 
to rele efectvely the tratonal concept that it was a pergg 
Of pesce a plenty during which ll hat he need todo to borne 
the tedium of every our was to make love to women and sods 

minions and rise huge buldngs as though through sheer mage 
‘be acount as compiled from Elliot and Dowson's translation 

of exircts from Ardshuhoama by Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahoc 
‘Stahjuhunnams by nayat Khan, Radshahnamaby Mohammad Warts 
Amal-i-Su> by Mohammad Kambu and Shahiehannama bp 
Mobammed Sudic Khan, is. follows % 


4, (On the secession of Shahjaban, Jhajhar, son of Nar Singh 


‘Deo, left the cupital Agra, and proceeded 

5 to Undchha, his stro 
Where be set about raising forces. A force wi ha, his stronghold, 
‘under Mahabat Khan Khan Khana, 


2 In the campaign 
bear Dholpur 


ras sent against im 


‘wainst Khan Jahan a battle was fought 


— 


eign Nether Golden Nor Peseeil ey 


ape ath year of the reign, Khan Jahan took to ight 
61 ;jsin and Nevisl. Nearly 400 Afghans and 200 
ers force were alsin. Dharur fot was cape 
seeparcnss vig weween Ahmednagar and Solar) wae 
a. pert of Sunda, sou 0 mies north-east of Asrangbad 
wos copuured 
9, Kandhar (25 mi 
of Dharur) was taken. 
10, Operations syainst Mohammed Adil Sbah of Bijapur were 


undertaken in the Sth year of the reign 

11. The emperor returned to the capital, Agra from Burhinpur 
ners ong stay, tired and angry, because Azam Khan ad proved 
Ineffective in managing the affairs in the Deccan. 

12. Hugli fort was captured, 

13. The fort of Galna was the scene of another campaign. 

14, In the 6th year of the reign ‘Bhagirath Bhil, chief of his 
tribe in Malwa, rose in revolt. 

15. In this same year an extensive campaign was undertaken 
to destroy Hindu temples. 

16. Daulatabed was conquered. 

17. Kasim Khon and Kambu brought 400 Christians under guard. 
‘The prisoners including ‘females were asked to turn Maslim or face 
torture and death. 

18, In the 7th year of the reign, Prince Shab Shia 
‘wgninst Parenda fort. Many engagements were 


‘les south-west of Nanded and 75 miles east 


marched 


Chauragarh fort. This campaign, like many otbers, It 8 
tale of brutal torture by Shabjahan’s forces 


2. The fort of Jhansi was captured. 
21. The imperial army was despatched to mutslve 


spe Taj Maha Is A Temple Patace 


ig a 

. eee 

PL cannonvaet fon to reduce Randhar, Nanded, 

Lape ‘Sanyamner, ‘Nasik, 

tag, Use, 

Oe sh 

I se ste caries 

Pies oan Jeb rough at der, Indapur, balk, Kalyan, 

Dat and Lahagpon. Khan Zaman entered Bijapur 

Paeit ay ry nal plc 


teroni® cords the Bardshahnarns 0 


i an ang ere ered a be os Aa 
eo on Ma (8 ie fom Dalaba! wor cour 
ether ree he fo fir a aur 
en iro beatin arose Malan Muranan 
er alng with the young Noamshah, They 


Jad to Shabu"s surrende 
‘eore also required to surrender forts Junie. 


Faris, Judhan, Jund and Harsira 

‘4, The Burdelas rose in revolt under Prithviraj son 
seo had evcaped eller massacres 

8, Iatar Khun, governor of Kashmir, was ordered to proceed 
gsnat Tht, wit 0,000 horse and foot 

7 In the 11th your of the reign Kandahar and other forts 
were capture. 

3, Kuch-Haju ruled by Parikshit and Kuchbihar by 
Lakahminarayan rove in revolt 

, A campaign was undertaken in Baglan area comprising nine 
forts, 34 parganas and 1,001 villages, 

30. in the 12th year of the reign Manikraj, Raja of Chetgson 
vem subdued 

4, A punitive expedition was sent against Sangi Bemkkhal, ruler 
of Gra Met. who had seized Burang in Little Tibet 
te tm th Yar ofthe rig, an attacking force advanced 
from Slaten) wgainat Kandahar. Khanshi fort near Bust was first 
‘aplured but later abandoned. 


B, Prithviraj, son of was impr 
\ Me 200 of Jhajbar, was captured ¢7d imprisoned 


Trymbak, Tringalwadi 


f Thajhar, 


“ 


af, In tbe 14th year of he is, an xpi 
yotious Kole ad Taio Gora sedge 


45, Jogst Singh, son of Raja Basu of Kangra, Jot rewh 
nperor. 


9, In the 15th year of the reign, 1 campaign was launched 
4 Singh. Mu, Nurpur and other forts were capture 


against Jeg 
S71. In the 17th year of Ube reign, the imperial fore hal to 
ve sent against the Raja of Palamau. 
38. In the 19th year of Uhe reign, » campaign was undertaen 


1. Balch and Badaksban which were keys to the sequin 
cand. Murad Baksh was sent with £0,000 horse and 10,000 
rocketmen, gunners, etc. The emperor hime ad 


agai 


musketeer: 
to proceed to Kabul Tbe fort of Kabmard was captured, and Runtet 
and Balkh were conquered. 

9, Sedullakban had to subdoe rebellioas elements ia the 


conquered territories 
40, Aurangzeb, who had been sent to the troubled Nentaret 

had to surrender Ralkh and Badakshan to ‘Nazar Mohan Khas, 

‘nh year of Shabjaban's reg: 

eign the Persians advanced mesa 


was sent to defend the 
ong 0 deeper 


and retreat in the 
41. In the 22nd year of the 
Kandahar, Toe imperial army 
tbut Bust and Randahar had to be murrendered at 
batten 
42. People in the territories of Ghat os 
destruction of their crops and. ph air donne 
‘Sbahjohan's armies i the 28rd year 
of tha 
13, The ‘Tan compen read Ue 
area in the 25th yor of the rai. AB 
despatched for the recapture of 


years of the reign. 
45. In the 28th year, Alla 
and chastise the Rane. 
46. In the 291 year of 


rd ‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


foe the capture of Gofkonds nnd Hyderabed. 

47. In the 300 year of his reign, Sbahiaban ordered is son 
AAurangast to lod campaign against Bijapur 

48. During this period which marked the end of 
trpubled reign the imperial army had also another irrepressitie enemy 
in Raja Jaswant Sing 

Incessant. wars, revolts and plunder with the 
dislocation in all productive activity and destruction of all produce 
reduced Shahjahan's helpless subjects to acute distress. Here is 
2 sampling of what borrors and pivations they experienced 

"The description is taken verbatim from Sbabjaban's own official 
@wroniclers account, namely, from the Budshahnarna of Mulla Abdul 
Hamid Labort 

‘Malla Abdul Hamid Lahori begins the account of the fourth 
your of Sabjahan’s reign, ie. 1630, (the very year in which Mumtaz 
{a belleved to have di) on page 38 of Vo 1. On page 362 continuing 
{he narrative ofthat year of the reign, be writes : “In the present 
year slo thore had buen a deficiency in *he bordering countries, 
‘and total want fn the Dakin and Gujarat. The inhabitants of these 
{oro countries (rions) were reduced to the direst extremity, Life 
‘wes offered fora Jaf, but none would buy; rank was to be sold 
for a cake but nove would care for it; the ever bountious hand 
‘was ow stretched to bey for food; and the feet which had always 
trodiden the wry of contentment walked about only in search of 
tmislenanoe. Por a long time dog's flesh was 2old (as) yoat's flex, 
‘and the pounded bones of the dead were mixed with flour and 
‘sold. When this was discovered the sellers were brought to justice. 
‘Destitution at length reached such a pitch that men began lo devour 
‘exch other. and the flesh of a son was preferred to his love. The 
‘fumbers of the dying caused obstructions in the rogds,-and every 
wl eben terminate in death and who 

Sewer to move wandered off to the towns and villages 
of ! 
fey sy eat nd we at Wen famous for thei 
elained no trace of productiveness.. 


whjahan's 


requent 


4 eign Neitber Golden Nor Peaceful eas 
directed the officals in Burhanpur, 
ecaghretieertriat rs) 

‘One can well imagine tbe diseases Uhat may have raged 
cof dog's fleas Deing 2old in place of mutton, a son's Nan ae 
ty is parents snd pounded bones of carcasses being mised with 
grain Nour 

Now it is up to the reader to figure out whether, in such 
a year of acute distress, Sbajhan would ever lunch on faba 
foot like bulding » monument over the body of hia dese 
Mite Mumtaz? Moreover, such distress was not peculiar to the 
ourth year of Ube reign, Tbe author of the Budshahmama, in the 
fotract quoted above, begins with the words “In the present year 
iso" which show that famine was endemic. What monarch dare 
tevin & massive monument in such conditions! And Tow woul 
be bave the money or the workmen to build an expensive memorial 
ta love when people were dying like Mica! 

It should also be remembered that in the beyay ofthe Moghil 
dynasty, from Babur to Aurangzeb, Shabjaban was the only mona 
‘who was deposed during his lifetime and died « prisoner of it 
‘own son after nearly eight years of incarceration. 

Had Shahjahan's reign been marked by peace and plenty the 
news of his iliness would not have resulted in open revolt by al 
his sons and other subjects. But that such Lijert 
upheaval did take place only shows bow his otie household and 
aan was acecing with trouble and discontent Her wi ti 
‘Namgir Nama of Mohammed Kazim” says. about Ube sal 
Shabjahan's inglorious reign = "On 8th of 


occurred in the administration, and great 
he wide territories of Hindustan. Tbe: 
‘Shikob considered himself beir-apparent, 
want of ability for the kingly offic, be en 
of greediness to cut the robes of 

suited for bis unworthy person 


om ws, 
4 ta, sel 


6, PP. 178-179, Bid, 


‘Toe Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


sane, Tistfcied ad rebaious men cue! their banda 
ee ge on every wile. Turbulent raiyats refused to 
The aoe! of rebelion was sown in ll directions, 
Perched auch a beight thst in Gujarst Murad 
throne... Souja took the same course 


in Berga 
TrStuhjihan’s reign ba boon Ube gobi period that tis wrongly 


qmcrbed 1 have tnen, rch utter choos and countryrise rbelion 
oer ever have erupted when be fel MI. The pasaye quoted 
Tigre prove beyond alldouk that discantentment, disorder, punitive 
Sepa famines, corruption, massacres and immorality marked 
Shavahen's entire reign. That. was why discontentment seething 
nder bis oppressive bold manifested itself throughout his realm 
ne nove as pews of bis Miness waa Known. Had his rule been wise 
tne tencrolen the news of his Illness would have evoked 8 touching 
fraponve fram bis subjects. Par from that even bis own sons rose 
trope revolt. What greater indictment could thee be of Shahjahan’s 
(Grin) rol! Such was not the case with India's Rajput rulers because 
hey wore god fathers, benevolent rulers and noble human beings 

TBven the quick survey made sbove shows that in « 30-year 
rig: Soabjshan conducted st least 48 campaigns which gives us 
tn average of more than one and a half campaigns per year. That 
means Sajuban's entire reign was market by unceasing warfare 
‘And yet current historical text assert without any justifiction 
that Shabjshan's reign was a goléen and peaceful period 

In wldion to such incemant warfare, various regions under 
‘Sabjehan’s control were often subject to famines. Far from being 
® pemcetul and glorious period, therefore, Shabjahan's rule we 
(coe of the moet horrid periods of Indian history. This knocks tbe 
otlom out of the concocted descriptions, unsupported by any 
‘evidenes, documentary or circumstantial. ascribing the suthorship 
Of the vo called Jaena Masjid and tbe Red Fort in Delbi and tbe 
Tal Mat in Agra to Shabjahan. 

Tenerisin in hia memoirs alludes both to old Delhi and its 
Serna Masjid. Tameriain was in Old Deli in the Chriemas of 1398. 
arora amare ‘came to the throne. Tamerisin 

‘Sunday it was brought to my notice that a grest 


gubjaban’s Raton Netter Golden Nor Past 


ter of infidel Findus hd soembied 
sera crying with then aman pov epee a 
to defend themselves." This gives direct le to the enna 
‘Sonjnen butt tbe Jama Mini and alos fomded Oo Baa 
Tamerisin also specifically refers to the fort of 
way” "With my tid ne Toogsr occu Ss Br eon 
BT tne peovle of Dai I took « ride rund ie gia, en 
found cty. The buldings are Toy. They ary simouned 
forieations bult of stone and brick, md they are vey 
(0 Debi also as @simar strong fort, but i lage th 
of Siri. From the fort of Si to that of Olé Delhi which iss considerable 
distance, there runs & strong wall bult of stone and cement. Tas 
part called Jahanpanah is situated in Ube midst of the ihsbiad 
city. Tae fortifications of tbe three cities have 0 gates, seven 
fon the south bearing towards the east, and six on the north sd 
bearing towards the west. Siri has seven gates, four towards the 
outside and three on the inside towards Jahanpansh. The fortifications 
of Old Delhi have 10 gates, opening towards the interior and eam 
towards the exterior of the city... T sppointed an officer to protect 
the Mosshman quarter of the dy." 
‘So 230 years before Shahjahan, we ave bis own som 
Tamerisin meticulously referring to Old Dethi, Ika fort, the 
gates and the Muslim localities, namely, the ree around | 
now the Jama Masjid. It is 


‘buldings and Old Dethi itself were 
‘This is ear proot of what Sir HM. Het 
“‘impudent and interested fraud” of mediaeval 
When the founding of the city of Old Dall 
of the (Red) fort of Ol Deibi and the Jame 
‘have been falsely sscribed to Shabjahan, a 
‘wonder if the Ta} Mahal in Agra too has bes 


(CHAPTER XVI 


TV IS sometimes innocently asked by history teachers that if 
the Taj Mubal had existed centuries before Shabjahan, how 
there are no earlier references to it. There are three anwsers to 
this question. Firstly, the Taj Mahal, being then palace and not 
‘s monument open for public inspection as it now is, used to be 
‘Gosely guarded. I was accessible only to the elite and then only 
fon invitation or conquest. As such one cannot expect the same 
prolific references to it as a tourist attraction that one comes across 
{n theve days of publicity and modem communications: 


‘The second answer is that uncient and mediseval India teemed 
with mansions, palaces and temples of bewildering and bewitching 
variety, 20 much so that being all very spectacular, one could not 
be distinguisbed from another by mere description. A! that could 
‘come down to us or could be recorded by any visitor is that ““they 
‘are of indescribable beauty’ or “wonderful, attractive, 
agificent.” For instance, in India under British rule there were 
bout 565 native rulers. Most of them owned many beautiful, 
Yunurious palaces. Can any description distinguish one from the 
other specifically? Would not those who happened to visit these 
Palaone merely say that they were magnificent ? Similarly, mediaeval 
‘chronicles are full of praise for Indian mansions and palaces, but 
fe problem is bow to tell one from the other at this distance 
iliac Tk may also be remembered that their ownership and 
phe, at tnd roads keep changing with very historical 
ack bs ets mtr ity in dntying a bing 
Knee ty With te metiaeval adres and antec 
Fret inane provided by the deacription in Muslim chronicles 

macho Reahne terple In Mathura which Mohammad Chsznl 


‘Babur Lived In The Ta} Mahal 


saye could not have been completed 
in Vidisha (moder Bhilsa) which 


i. 


in 0 ya, 
ld he 30 yeary 


deacons have been lt or nobaly bos nit 
mention of Uhem because India teed with meh gee 
in one single city, powerful and afMuent Indian Nemies, Even 
1 doven palaces, all rivaling one another in bay 
How then could one be distinguished from the other. 
descriptions ? The records if any would 
palace - one or the otber 


ere 
caly refer othe Ra's 


Despite sych very good reasons for not expecting 
details in cater recor of wht la preset Kn ch ae 
luckily, Babur, the founder of the Moghul dynasty in Jad, who 
‘was the great great grandfather of emperor Shabjahan, as lft 
us s disarming and unmistakable description of the Ti Mail If 
only we have the inclimation and insight to grasp it. $9 our thin 
answer to the question why no mention is found in ale braid 
of the Taj Mahal and other buildings is that hough many ine 
there i a clear mention of such buldings, our senses binumad 
by traditional tutoring fail to grasp Ubi agence. Such the 
case with the Taj Mahal, ¥ 

On page 192, Vol. IT, of his Memoirs emperor Ribur us 
"On Thursday (May 10, 1628) afternoon 1 entered Agr en 
‘up my residence ot Sultan Mbrabim’ palace."* Later 
Babur adds : "A few days after the 1d we bad a erat 
11, 1525) in the grand ball, which is adored with te 
of stone pillars, under the dome in the centre of 
palsce."* 

1 may be recalled that Babar captured Del a 
Torshim Lodi ‘at Panipat. Ax such be came 10 


©. Pp. 192and 251, Memoirs of dabie fd-Dia 
of Rindstan, Wal wn hy na 


‘Toe To) Maal ls A Temple 
“ Palacy 
Jim Toi, himeclf an alien conqueror, 
pao oes bce Nee Wh 
‘cecupied as Toeahim’s palace 
Te dertng i Rabur says that tbe palace is edorned wig 
soe pete of tone pilars. Tis is clear allsion to the foge 
oe Pemamental towers at the comers of the Ta) Mubal plinth 
Fitton fosrtes a grand hal” which ia obviously the magnifica, 
st etich now houses the cenotaphs of Mumtaz and Sbahjaan, 
Focr further alls us that in the centre it hod » dome. We know 
tat the central cenolaph chamber has # dome. It is said to be 
eotrally situsted because it is surrounded by ten rooms. Thus 
is clr that Bubur lived in the palace currently known a9 the 
ej Mabal from May 10, 1625, until his death on December 25, 
1690, intermittently, That. means that we have a clear record of 
(Ge existence of the Taj Mahal at Jeast 100 years before the death 
ef Mucntax (the so-called Lady of the Taj) around 1630. Despite 
sock a clear mention our historiea and accounts of the Taj Mahal 
the worl! over Blandly assert that the Taj Mahs) was built a3 3 
tomb on an open plot of land by an inconsolable Shabjahan lamenting 
the death of his wife 


Batur's mention of the Taj Mahal is, therefore, tbe fifth direct 
proot of the Taj Mahal being an ancient palace. The first four direct 
prvota were : the mention by Sbahjahan's own offical chronicle 
‘Sas the Taj Mabal was Mansingh’s and Jaisingh's palace; a similar 
ssimiimion by Mr. Nurul Hasstn Sddiqui on page 31 of bis book 
The Ory of Tj; the statement of Tavernier on page 111 of bis 
Tewvels to Indie that the coat of the scaffolding was more than 
‘Gatof the entire work concerning tbe mausoleum , and Peter Mundy's 
antion that the Taj was 1 spectacular edifice. 


4 may then be asked bow the Taj palace which was under 
ibe vompation of Emperor Shabjahan's great grest. grand-father 
Bete, pemed out of the family's possession and was owned in 
Ssstjabao's time by Jsiingh? The explanation is that Babur's 
‘= Feazayan bad been bereft ofall his father's (Babur's) conquest 
53 lots and bad to flee a fugiive. He did return to India bl 
SEM tls mente of bis conquest of Delhi. Soon after Babut's 


Gent, theevfore, any territories, cities and bulldings passed into 


Babur Lived In The Tal Mahal 


Hindu hands. Among thene ware ¥ 
Mahal. 1 may be recalled that A eo St: A hy 
to begin all over agin. He had to win « dotnet Of Babu, ta 
agunst Hern, « Hind general, before te ane et M Paik 
Dethi and Agra and Fatehpor Sat, At tha ‘inet Yon 
‘st Agrn passed into the Bosoession of te dhgur Rage Mi 
wich ner fro en ha dug na iy 
Mansingh «scion of the Jaipur royal house, whos aed em 
and a vassal of Akbar, waa the owner of the'Ts Maa! Peper! 
to the Axdshahnamma it was from Mansingh's ganda namin 
Cathey a comms Se 

Vincent Smith™ tells us that “Babu 
spol ahs priya eet 
roof tbat Babur died in the Ta) Mahl. Ty) Maba the ely 
palace in Agra which had a spectacular garden, The Hadihehomy 
refers to the garden 1 “sabe zamini meaning veran, spades, 
lofty, lush garden precincts, 

Babur, being # newcomer to Indis, stil tained » nose 
attachment to his Went Asian homeland. Head, therfore prasad 
1 wish to be buried near Kabul. Accordingly, his body ws cari 
there. But for this fortuitous occurrence, cording to batt 
of the usurping Muslims in India, be may bave been bul 
the Taj Mahal where be had been living Ube tne of ie Gh 
‘Had be been buried there, our histories would have lustily dmeribad 
‘Humayun’s great mythical attachment to his father Bab incl 
hhim to *‘build’* the Taj Mahal ss « wonder tombs for Babin, 

‘Again, if instend of Mumtaz, Shabjahan's olbr queen Satna 
Begum, who at present ties buried in an outer apartment ot 
‘Taj Mahal grounds had died in 1680, she may have 
in the central chamber of the domed, usurped Hind 


‘Thus the Taj Mahal once barely missed bsg WSU 
tomb in 1590 A. D. and once again bare 
to posterity as Sarhandi Begum’s tomb over 


©. P. G0, Attar tbe Ghat Mogg Vis Se 
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= " 
On pages 109 and 10o0f t 


3h, 1530, They brought out our paternal aunt and our mother 
tn the pretence that the doctors were coming to look. All roge 
They took all the begums (harem women) and my mothers to 


the Great Hlouse."” (A footnote on page 109 describes the Great 
House as palace.) 

“The death was kept concealed. On Friday, December 29, 1590, 
Humujun mounted the throne.'” A footnote on page 110 says, 
pubur's body was sid first in the Ram or Aram Bagh, on the 
‘opposite side of the river from the present Taj Mahal, Later it 
veas taken to Rabul."* 

‘The sbove passages make ik quite clear that Babur died in the 
Ta Mahal, When it was known that he was dead, the harem women 
ling elsewbere were brought to the palace called The Great House, 
‘ve, the Taj Maha 

later, in order that Humayum had to be crowned in the Taj 
Mahal, Babur’s body was removed from the Tu} Mahal and was 
‘arried aeroes the Yamuna river and laid in the palace called Ram 
Bah alist Aram Bayh. This explains the belief among historians 


‘and srchocologists that the Ram Hagh palace in Agra has something 
10 do with Babur’s death, 


Describing the preparations being made for the wedding feast 
oF Hindal (son of the late emperor Bubur and brother of emperor 
Humayun) Gulbadan Begum writes, "The jewelled throne which 
my Indy bad given for the feast was placed in the forecourt of 
‘Th (Myrtle) House and gold-embroidered diwan was laid in 
front ol\t, (on which) His Majesty and the dearest Indy sat Logether..- 
“ls the large octagonal hall (of The Mystic House) was 2¢t 
{the jewslled throne, and above und below it were spread out hangings 
‘embroidered with wold, and wonderful strings of pearls."* 


sur Lived In The Te} Mahal 
1 

‘Te octagonal bal f the Mystic House ia obvi 
cctagonal hall of the Ta) Mabal in which » hundeey Soom 
Shahjshan raised the Lomb of Mumtaz, and in 166n a 


a 
pte emperor Shahan. Ta Mah ce ai 
Howe terse Borges «Sn tan raat Sal 


motifs, The same building was also called the Great H 
it was # magnificent royal residence. ie. 


. 


CHAPTER XVII 


THE FALSITY OF MEDIAEVAL 


SR H. M. ELLOT, a'well known historian. bas observed in 
he preface to his eight-volume study of numerous mediaeval Musim 
‘chrocices thet they are an “impudent and interested fraud."" He 
fully justifies his conclusion by his comments during the study 
of thone chronicles. Here we quote his observation regarding Muslim 
chronices which purport to record for posterity events of the 
fourth-generation Moghul emperor, Jahangir. Lay readers and even 
students of history have been Kept blissfully in the dark about 
the utter unreliability of those chronicles 

1K sbould also be remembered that Jahangir was the father 
of Emperor Suubjahan whose suthorsbip of the Taj Mahal and the 
famous Peacock Throne we are challenging in this book 

Sie H. M. Hilict's observations about the Jahangirnama apply 
‘equtlly forcefully to all mediaeval Muslim chronicles. They are all 
lassie examples of gross exaggerations, false claims, suppreasions 
of truth, and blatant misrepresentations. For instance, wherever 
‘ey any Una the Muslim rulers destroyed temples and built mosqu 
‘21 that they mean is that tbey just used temples az mosques by 
‘spronting md throwing sway the icons. 

Woerever Muslim chronicles claim that Muslim rulers of 
otlemen founded tens, built forts and constructed roads and 
ridges or dug wells and tanks, their claims sre invariably false. 
‘Teey came to Indie to enjoy ready wealth and mansions but not 
to tal nd build, Nether did they have the time, money. patience, 


she Pity OF Motioral Masi Chrnas 
tw 
A the above obeervations are fly 
aa lustrated in Se 
iiot's appraisal of chronicles in Sr Hw, 
Gaervee conceming bangs rw Hg 
There are several works which 
‘Autobiographical Memoirs of the Emperor satay ob te 
confusion in their Utes... There are two dating ¢ bere ia 
Memoirs which difer entirely from eachother, Major Prior nacre 
‘one, Anderson wrote upon the other. It wil 
are varieties of each edition. ‘pen alo that ther 


“A few instances may ax well be 
‘exaggeration of the Tartk-i-Salin-Shaly? eet ieee 

“AL page 2 of Major Price's translation it ts said “Om thi 
cecasion I made use of the throne prepared ty my fate, and 
enriched it at an expense without parlld, for the edbratlen of 
the festival of the year, at the entrance of the Sun ini Arie, 
In the fabrication of the throne a sum not far short of ten roars 
of ashrefies, of five mithkals the sshrely was expended in jvel 
alone, # krour being the term of an hundred lakhs, and al 
being 100,000, independently of 900 mauns of gold. Hindutant 
‘measure, employed in the workmanship, esch maun of Hind bang 
equal to ten mauns of Iraq."* 

“The translator converts the value of jewels lane into 10 
millions sterling! an incredible sum, xx he justly observer: Bit 
the more sober statement of the Tuzat/-dJahanert says ‘nly ay 
lakhs of ashrefiea and fifty mauns of gol, Hindisanl mesa 
20d toe is no ection oH OS oa 
“A lite below we read, “having thus 
throne of my expectations and wishes, T omusol ae 
crown, which my father had couse to be made sla: 
of that which was worn by the grest ings of 
before me, and then, in the presence of the) 


aH The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 
of five mithkals, the whole purchased by my fatber with the resources 
Of hie oxen government, not from anything accruing to him by 
Inheritance from hiv predecessors, At the point in the centre of 
he lop part of the crown was a single peart of four mithkals 

fof the value of one lakh of ashrefies, and on different parts of 


the sume were set altogether 200 rubies of one mithkal each, and 
tach of the value of 6,000 rupeces. Altogether this superb symbol 
of mupreme power may be valued at two millions sterling.” In the 


miler work ind in the authentic Memoirs, there is no mention 
‘whatever of this costly crown, 

‘A. page 5 Jahangir says he remitted certain sources of revenue, 
‘which yielded to his father no Jess than 1 
cf gold, equal Lo 16,000 mauns of Irak.’ The Tuzak says 60 maung 


90 Hindustani maung 


Hindustani, and the authentic Memoirs give no sum. 

‘AL page 14 be says that “the workmanship alone of the citadel 
‘of Agra was completed st the expense of not less than 180 lakhs 
‘of ashrefies of five mithkals each." which the translator with a 
ote of admiration converts int 001 zak ives 
only 96 lakhs of rupees, and the authentic memoirs 35 lakhs of 
rupees 

"AL pge 15 be says that “the temple which had been built 
toy Raja Mansingh and which the king demolished for the purpose 
of raising ® mosque on its ruins cost in its construction nearly 
36 lakhs of five mithkals ashrefies’ which as the translator says 
4 5,40,00,000 rupees! The Tuzak says only 8,00,000 rupees. 

“AL page 32 be sends to Shahzada Parwer a chaplet of pearl 
of the value of 8,09,000 rupees. The Tuzak says 100,000. 

“AL pre 34 he saya ‘that Daulot Khan left at his death property 
‘equivalent. sccording to the translator, to 19,000,000/-". The Tuzak 
sv only 300,090 tumans of jewels besides gold and other specie. 

“At page 37 be states “that the property of his brother Daniel 
mounted In jewels to five crore of ashrefies, and two crore in 
Aressuire of the same currency of 63,000,000/- sterling.” The Tuzak 
in pilot a8 Lo the amount. 

“Mt Pome 51 he Uses of Hime is auld “to have been set with 

- seppires, rubies, emeralds, and pearls, to the valve 
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of sixty los of asbrefes or 6,40,00- stating 
fnty 80,000 Tumans ‘The Tuk anya 
“AL page 67, in peaking of tbe prepara fr the ph 


of his son Khusra, be says, °40,000 horses 
stables, and 100,000 camels were brought ee 
‘The Tuzak bas nothing on the subject ig 
“At page 79 be say be“ elivere Lo Jamel Bag 10000 aren 
to be distributed amongat the Badakshanians, and that the onde 
60,000 rupees to be distributed among the Durwsbes st Adj 
‘Tho Tazak gives the sum at 90,000 rupees, snd mentions nehing 
stout the donations to the Badakshanians, 


‘At page 88 “the jewel cheat of Khossrou is aid to have contained 
18,000,000 sterling !" It must have been a pretty lange and ban 
one to have beld only £ 18,000, and the Tuzak say nothing about 
its contents. 

“After these instances of exaggeration, who wil believe thie 
valuation "immoderstely augmenting the numbers of all things.” 
‘There are also other additions and omissions, For instance the nccont 
of the rebellion and capture of Khusru varies in several essential 
particulars (in the diferent copies) irl at the eanchuaion of Oiewe 
occurrences, instead of Jahangie's returning to Agr, be get 18 
Kabul, as be is said in all other histories to have done, 

“Amongst other omissions, a very striking one it that not 
only is there scarcely any allusion made to his propenalty to ditty 
but be speaks with pious horror of thi disgrace adiielion of 
his brother Daniyal; whereas in the true Memoir there ae #9 
many drinking bouts noticed, 8s in the Mercia of ange sre 
‘grandfather Babur; and the extraordinary potions to i 
‘confesses would bave shamed even tbat immaderste apes 

Above Is just sampling from Sir HM. Bley 
made by him from time to time to prove his 
cturoniclea are atrocious concoctions. We woul Ie 
‘observations of our own since there are many Pos 
the notice of even Sir H. M, Eilot and other 
of bis type. 

very student of Muslim chronicles and visor to 


‘The Ta) Mahal In 
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well to question the very ass of all as 
mmomuments would do 
vad tabimand carefully consider whether they are co 


Feces eines en can vad te fervliy ete 
eee erga itce gated sve, Rcany be road 
Fe erage tow vary wot Hinds clad. Tho amuse 


speotioned in Muslim chronicles as having been spent on it wary 
merely for repairs. Tat expenditure was grossly magnified and 
more repairs were misrepresented as actual construction of the 
fort, What i more, even the amount spent on those repairs was 
‘extracted from the citizenry by means of a special levy for thelr 
‘own future and effective suppression and slavery 


Where Jahangir is said to have destroyed Mansingh's temple 


and built x mosque over its ruins, all that the reader may gather 
from t is thet Jahangir had the whole temple staff driven out 
or cooverted to Islam and # Muslim group installed to throw away 
the idals and use the same building for Muslim prayers. The paltry 
ssum spent on it to uproot the image and repair the damaged Mooring 
was grosily exaggerated and the whole operation misrepresented 


1 the building of u mosque. This has happened throughout India 
a the entire millenium of Muslim rule 

Here ik may also be noted that Mansingh was Jahangir's own 
brother-in-line and s Hindu courtier who had incurred the odium 
of leading military campaigns ugainst his own relatives to consolidate 
Maghal rule in India. And yet Jahangir bad the fanatical cheek 
te destroy # temple built by his own brother-in-law and staunchest 
‘of supporters. If such was the condition of one of the highest 
of courtiers closely related to the Muslim sovereiym by blood ties, 
‘Soe may well imagine the plight of those Hindus who claimed neither 
‘power snd position nor royal kinship. 

Pex crowns, thrones, cities, forts, palaces, tombs and mansions 
‘which Mustlen sovereigns and nobility are claimed to have constructed 
swe all Pstiering concoctions falsely recorded in ink by the facile 
= Same scribes intent on making easy money by currying 


AB theme were items looted, usu C 
- |, usurped, commandeered 

menvprvprisie from pre-Muslim Hindy rulers. Muslim chroniclers 

smemont the vuln of howe captured oF looted townships or buildings 
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cha Vode then @ st, ool ea 
Mpeg thot tree, ge ee 


ridges, canals ee. were constructed ty their panels 
patrons. It is such overlapping prevaricaion which hs yivey us 
Such fantastic versions that the so-called Rutub Minar rag 


built ty Kutubud 


1k may also be noted that Jahangir was the fetber of Shisha, 
If Jahangir, as we have noted above, bas been branded at «notorious 
prevaricator, bis son Shahjahan wan worse, Shabjsan ied the 
services of Kamgar Khan to forge a new chronicle of Jahangle's 
reign tree yeara after Ube latter's death, wo carly imine 
from Jabuunir's own chronicle all adverge reference othe rebelloas 
Soabjabsan eben the latter was a prince, Testing to this, Se 
H. M, Elliot observes” ‘"He (Karrigar Khan) was at last Induced 
to undertake it (writing « spurious history of Jahange's ign) 
‘at the instigation of the emperor Shahjaan in the third your of 
bia reign 

Jahngir’s chronicle contains many Materng reference to Bir 
father Akbar. Jahangir invaristly profenes to be a very oben 
son overflowing with filial affection. Por Instance, be calms 0 
Ihave built a tomb for his father (which he did mot), He sayy thal 
‘when later he used to pans by his father’s tomb be walls oe 
intended (sie) to walk barefoot. Sich sentimental fiadborle 
mushroom throughout Jahangir chronic of ae, Ta 
to be taken as nothing more than attempts 10 oa day 
atrocious: ‘behaviour ns a faithless, treacherous won and 8 ‘A 


Akbar bas himself described bow Jahangit wanted 1 
later when Jahangir id not soe in erly Pa 
AAxbar, the former started. an open revalls Tt 
rake Akbar a prisoner, he would have torture 

‘And yet the whole of the Janam exile 
Ibaving been 1 doting #00, 
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versions unless they’ 
to chose logical scrutiny and cor 
tuave, therefore, 10 
nd interested myt 


evidence 
8 myriad motivated 
rmntecedienta of tbe Ta) Mabal. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


THE ‘LADY OF THE Tay 


‘THERE SEEMS to be lot of confusion sbout the yery name 
of Sbahjahan's wife who, we are told, ties buried in the central 
chamber of the Taj Mahal 

1k could be thal the appellation "Mumtaz Mahst"* got affixed 
to her only when sbe was buried in a Hindu (Crown) paluce whieh 
is what the term “Taj Mahal” signifies. So itis mot the bulling, 
as is commonly asserted, which derives its name from the woman, 
I ia vice versa, namely, that the woman derives her posthumous 
title from the magnificent palace in which she had her second burl, 

‘This conclusion of ours ix based on Shahjshan's own court 
chronicle, the Badshahnuma, which says.” *On the 17th -1-Kada, 
1040, died Nawab Aliya Begam, in the 40th year of her ay.» She 
thad borne him eight sony and six daughters..." 


‘Maulvi Moinuddin Ahmed observes™ that ber original name was 
Arjumand Banu Begum 

1 would now be pertinent Lo inquire who this ao-cale "lay 
of the Taj"* was; what was her status in Shahjaban'a houseolds 
what was her ancestry and bow much was her worth in Shhjahan’ 
eyes? 

Arjumand Banu was the grand-daughter of Mirza Ghlas Tate 
the Prime Minister of Jahangir, and one of hit ss 
1. needs to be pointed out here Ut this Chis Ba ws MS 
Wailer in the Persian court mised to prime 
Moghul court because his beautiful and influential 
to become Jahangir’s mistress. Thus bia grands 


alias Arjumand Banu Begum was a common By 
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Banu's father was Khwajs Abul Hasan (also knowp 
sa Yamin-ud-Dwuls Asaf Khan) and mother. Diwanji Begum, 
fn 1600", Mumtax was married to Shahjahan in 1612. She 
therfore 18 while Shajahan was 21 years of age at the time op 
hale marriage, But she was not Shahjahan's first wife. Shabjahen 
fir wife, the queen, was 8 great grand-daugbler of the ruler of 
Persia » Shab Ismail Safwi. Shahjshan hed numerous other wivgg 
and thousands of consorts. He not only was married before taking 
Momtax as his wife but also married agnin after ber death. Iq 
thevween those weddings he also used to take consorta by the hundred 
into bis harem. Tt is, therefore, futile to anue, as is 
done, that Shabjahan was 80 devoted to Mumtaz 29 to lose al 
inierest in life after her death and that he, therefore, perpetuated 
ber memory in » magnificent monument. 

‘The ndo that current historical texts make sbout Shahjehan's 
mythical infatuation for Mumtaz is not justified by the historial 
records of those times. Mumtaz was appsrently 80 insignificant an 
inmate of harem teeming with 5,000 females that no historian 
has bothered even to accurately mention the dates of her birth, 
death or burial at Burhanpur, in the Taj garden or under the Taj 
Mahal dome. This is borne out by the following extract the 
‘bullding of the Taj was commenced in 1630, or one year after the 
death of Mumtaz Mahal. The date of the completion of the building 
inscribed on the front gateway is 1067 (1648). It thus took 18 years 
to complete. The cost was three million ster! 

‘The above passage Varies considerably in its details sbout Mutat, 
and Taj Mahal from other accounts quoted heretofore. It implies 
that Mumtaz died in 1629 while others say she died in 1630 or 1631 
‘oF 1612 A. D. The figure of the cost too is altogether imaginary 
since it quotes no authority. 


‘Tow ‘Lady of The Ta)" 
1a 
‘The suthor io wrong in believing 
pact! on the foot gateway my ta ota) 
Mabal. It only implion, if wt all, that the Koren tan Oe 
Hindu paloce was complet on that dale, The ase 2 
silent. precisely from a sense of gulk. The mnmisn tne eee, 
Mahal took 18 years to build is apparently based on thie be Taj 
fs therefore wrong. The year 1630 A.D, i td 
commencement of the construction of the Ta) Mahal le aires 
tmistaken because forall one knows Mumia may fae hen 
‘until 1632 A. D. And then it should take at least « ave 
to docu plan to make drown ‘a at a 
hire lnbour and begin construction, This vero tao, heehee: 
proves how the whole Shahjahan legend of the Taj Mabal i all bh 
and bluster. This 18 year claim also conflicta with Taverniee's cam 
that the Taj Mahal took 22 years to build, 


‘The traditional myth of Sbahjahan's disconsolale wie! for 
Mumtaz is typical instance of arguing backwards, whichis flacous. 
‘The myth arose from the belie that Shahjahan was the bull of 
‘8 grand tomb called the Taj Mabal. To prop up and sustain 


and exclusive attschment to Mumtaz meant to justify 
‘expensive momument in ber memory. Had he been 90 
‘ould have been» mention about it in histories. But 
‘word about it anywhere. Tbe only special romance, fay, m 
in narratives of the Moghul court, relates to Jahangir and 
‘Nurjahan. As regarde Shahjahan, tradition first starts fr 


Premise, namely that he built the Taj Mahal as a 


“4 ‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


Yor bor, he could have built s monument where his wife was first 
ared, Six months later the body was exhumed, which was a sacrilege 
fand violation of the teneta of Islam, to be taken to Agra. AS 
Inatter of oct if the Taj Mahal took 10 to 22 years or so to build 
ovording to traditional fiction, why was the body carried to Agra 
from the original place of burial within six months of the death ? 
What was the hurry ? 
Another Interesting fact is thot even in the precincts of the 
‘Taj the dody was again interred in a temporary grave for another 
six months, Thereafter it was laid where iis supposed to lie now. 
‘These are very important focts which need to be carefully examined 
Had the Toj been really built by Sbabjahan over a period of 10 
to 22 years employing 20,000 labourers one can imagine the heapa 
cof building material lying all around with the large labour force 
wandering all over. In such circumstances would it be possible to 
Keep the body of a dead queen right there to be trodden over by 
an army of humble labourers, in the dust and din of a huge project ? 


In our view the rational explanation is thot soon after Mumtaa's 
enh she was buried in Burhanpur - the town in which she died 
Sixmonths later when Shabjaban visualized the possiblity of ousting 
Snisingh from his resplendent hereditary palace, using the death 
of his wife as 1 lever, be kept exerting his royal pressure on or 
Dbrowbesting Jaisingh out of his luxurious ancestral bome. Since 
‘aisingh could not be 90 easily prevailed upon, Shahjahan had the 
body of Mumtaz brought from Burhanpur to serve as a sort of 
‘an llimatum, When the body itself was there as an handy asset 
{or the emperor and the entire Muslim nobility to browbeat Jaisingh 
with, could be old out any longer ? He had to surrender bis ancestral 
palace, 

Within a few months its central octagonal throne chamber was 
dug up. Two trenches were made in the basement, and Mumtaz's 
‘exhumed body was interred in one. Above the basement in Uhe Unrone 
Chamber two cenotaphs were raised 90 as to be directly above the 
leraves in the basement. The other trench in the basement was for 


72. In the preceding footnote we have shown how Mulla Atdul Hamid 
me as Muminswas inher fordeth year Cand no he thirty: seve) 
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‘Shahjahan. The eenotaph above 
tron th th of rar au el a 
com easily be bur in the open tranche et Sa Be 
disturbing the cenotaph above, This was an en 
tural for himostf alongide Mumtas whee beg ‘nes i 
bis vos cared for hin. Te a hal cae 
turone-chamber abave the basement lat, while the he 
try untervath,cAbers un the main appr ean (2m, ale 
purpose, thereby violating their sanctity, tempor 


Niceolao Manuodi, « Venetian, inl 
covrt, to which be way a wilnen, myer Te en ance 
Yeast doubt that if the Portuguese tad rachel the court the 
lifetime of Taj Mahal (Le, Mumtaz) abe would fave olen th 
whole of them to be cut into pieces afer wrest tortures, Al the 
same they did not escape a sufficient amount of wutfring; some 
bjured thei faith ether from fear of torture and of dat othr 
the desire of recovering their wives, who hid ban ditbated by 
‘Shabjahan among his officers. Otber, the mont Lali ang 
hem, wore kept for the royal palce."” 

‘Thus neither by lineage, nor by any endenrng quien, Pye 
beauty, special attachment and precedence of rau (owesuim she 
‘was not the first wife, nor a queen inher own ight) it Auman 
Banu Begum qualify for the distinction of « unique sqpulchre, 

Both Shahjahan and Mumtaz were, Chit, extremely aes wok 
wicked and not the Lender Romeo and Juli type of ple tt he 
misled public is made to believe, 

In April 1974 when I negotiated with  pononraper a 
for = photograph of Mumtaz's tomb there, be 
| needed an exterior view of the building oF of Ube 
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» her important detail which has been withhela 
eee ccnate. Ts a aa 
a have been accepting Muslim versions unverified and 
Se: bury Mumtsz r 

ijahan managed to bury Mumtaz in a ready mansion in 
jet mn Men mn 
to deprive the Hindus of two of their ancient palaces. Thereby 
Srabjahan svoceeded in defling and misappropriating two Hindy 
‘punsions in two different and distant cities with one corpse. 

In both cases historical accounts glossed over the two burialy 
by vaguely alluding to Mumtaz's burial first in a garden in Burbanpur 
‘snd some months later in Mansingh's garden in Agra, carefully 
‘concealing the fact that at both places she was buried in Ube mansions 
situated in those gardena. Later, on the sly those accounts added 
that Suahjahan spent millions of rupees in raising the mausoleum 
fn Agen, namely the Ts} Maal. 

Had Sbabjahan ever any intention to build a fabulous building 
over Mumtaz's body he would have done so in Burhanpur itself. 
He wouldn't incur double expenditure in first raising one mansion 
‘over her body in Burhanpur and later another better one in Agra 
and yet leaving no expense account of either. Did not Shahjahan 
have better or more serious things to do than trifle and fiddle with 
‘he corpse of his departed consort and keep experimenting with 
sepulchre-bullding in distant cities! 

‘Therein one other important aspect which seems to have escaped 
everybody's attention. There are two cenotaphs in the Taj Mabsl 
ln the name of Mumtaz and two in the name of Shabjaban, one 
seech in the basement and upper floor respectively. Why four 
‘eenctaphs for just two corpses? Does not that litle detail indicate 
‘frmud hiding something ? 


At least two of the cenotaphs must be fake. If so, which ones 
fre fake? The two cenotahs in Ube name of Mumtaz were obviously 
Tuned te bury the wo Shivings (one each in the basement and 
(he upbee Noor respectively). That indicates either that Mumist 

‘nih wall buried in the Taj Mahal or that her corpse in the basement 
Taaeh has bee sid over the Shivting. ‘But even the basement 
Modes above the river level, Therefore Mumtaz’s body could 


(CHAPTER XIX 


THE ANCIENT HINDU TAy 
EDIFICE IS INTACT 


‘THOSE NOT able to get rid of the traditional of Shaan 
sponsorship of the Ta Maal are poet ne aarp 
the foregoing evidence, that Sbahjahan may bave ken over aren 
Hindu temple palace but be must have completely demolished ik 
fand erected a tomb. This is not true. ‘The Taj Mahal as/we see 
it today is the ancient Hindu temple palace exept for four 
changes made init by Sbahjaban. The frst allerton be made 
was to dig the basement central chamber Noor and after 7 
Mumtaz, raise « cenotaph. The other alteration was in he entra 
‘ground Moor chamber. Here two eenotaph-impa were pt up by 
Shahjahan so that Ue Hindus may not reclaim the building, The 
third alteration made by Shabjahan wan Uo gt Korscle 
engraved on tbe walls of the Hindu palace. The fourth 
made was to have many staircases, ventilalors and 


the basement and upper Moors sal wits san ee 
From the above, the reader may have noted 

id not make any structural change oF ateaton | 

‘Terefore, he reader and the visor toe TAMAS 


it as nothing more or ees than an snc 
complex. By mistaking it to be a Musi tomb 
‘tend to concentrate their attention on the 0 
to appreciate the building in all it vastness, 


attention in the following manner 
edifice. This has st least four storys) 
In the marble floor ism contral chaser 
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round the 10 chambers which surround the 
per ecb. Two in tbe merle structare tea et 
should be 1089 rooms in the basement, 11 on the ground floge 
nd 10 in the upper storey (i.e. the first Moor) since the 
tives high above the central chamber. Thus there should be in all 
1110 rooms in the tree storeys of the marble palace. The fourth 
storey comprises of single ball inside the hollow marble dome, 
‘That makes it a grand palace suite and not # one-room tomb ay 
many visitors imagine it to be in their hurry 
2 The second significant festure of the Taj Mahal is the 
two-storied buildings on its right and left Manks. One of them 
iy now mistaken to be a mosque and the other is explained avay 
a3 a zuperfluous counterpart. These two were edifices for Uhe guards 
and for guests and religious caremonies 

5. Around the marble edifice is a buge redstone paved courtyard, 
Under it is « huge basement containing scores of rooms. ‘The public 
‘ould ask the Archacology Department to have the basement unsealed 
‘and thrown open to the public. It is likely that the sealed rooms 
contain some treasure as well as idols and other tell-tale dues 
to the building's Hindu origin. If » small fee is levied on visitors, 
‘the collection will easily pay for the maintenance of the cleared 
‘basement. 

4. At the four comers of the plinth of the marble edifice are 
four towers which when lighted up at night, used to set off the 
‘building in wn enchanting frame. An inner spiral staircase leeds 
up to the Lop of each of the four towers. Visitors to the Taj Mahal 
‘often vebemently assert that the four marble towers at the plinth 
‘Somers are definitely an Islamic concept. We wish to tell them 
hat, far from being Islamic, those towers themselves are an 
important Hindu characteristic. In support we quote a footnote 
(00 page 152 of Keene's Handbook. It ‘says = ‘*Cunningham writes 
See ats mesmo (ie. Humayun tomb) that in this tomb 

‘36 Lowers attached to the four an; of the main building. 
‘Tory form an important innovation in the prectilioky architecture 
Ch can ch eaduly improved and develope, 

biopeencine ‘Braceful minars of the Taj Mahal."* 


‘Toe abowe parser clearly says that the four pilars attached 


toe Ancient Hinds Ts) Kiioe tata 
‘ 
the comers of the Humayun tomb, 
tcrver of the To] Mabal, re n-sanic ono te ons 
they ore of Hindy origin, Thin finds Hpchand 
practice of exsing four banana stumpe as tawers tagged 
Puja altar, and raising towers atthe four cory of 
sitar. Commer of Ah wedi 
‘The footnote also highlights the flaw inthe thinking of 
scholars Ike Keene and Cunningham, Perey Brow ah aaa 
While discussing Ub individual traits of the scl enes a 
tombs they concede that they areal unTime,Hide ts Agd. 
yet they blindly believe that the whole bulng i of Mestin 
Visitors to the Ta) Mahal (in Agra) and Fiti-ki-Mlabary (a 
‘Aurangabod) and tbe Gol Gumbax (in Bjgpur) most rain tt 
they are all misappropriated Hindu bulding and mi, theron, 
jettison Ube tutored and wrongly impland ftin that th Four 
corner towers are an Islamic speciality. On the olber fang tly 
1 Hindu specialty. In Pilani (a town in Rajasthan) the pid ot 
every public well has towers at its four comer. Arthulag 
officials, tenchers and professors of history, visors to mania 
and oficial guides thus acer to be Ignorant ofthe impos of 
‘Cunningham's observation, though they conader him an anon: 
5. Enclosing the marble edifice and the garden fa ay 
reistone wall Av one face Ube To Mat of he My a 
in the redstone wall is a multistoreyed well with 
very storey, ‘The well used to howe the paar rast 
its rooms. Thi rangement cae handy for json 
in the well ifthe enemy suri tbe cesta AS 
the trenure used to remain secure in th wl AS 
intruders who could not easily rin away 
the narrow confines of the well spiral 
wall on be farther se 
6. Along the redstone 
marble edifice are long arched cordon 
aj mab from | 
right band 
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ree for raya guests arriving with buge retinoey 
er ringnts His inthis quadrangle thst the cavalry aa 
Bhumny wecore accompanying courtiers, princes and rulers used 
ertne upto make way forthe important personage tO alight from 
fae mount and enter the towering garden entrance 10 proceed to 
the marble Taj temple palace. 
@. Outside the redstone wall are many annews for siden, 
‘secretaries, princes and the ruler’s near relations. - 
10, In the easter side of the redstone wall slong the river 
ae two fuge towers containing scores of rooms in their many 
storeys. Sewer water now-a-days swirls in eddies around one tower, 
which is kely to damage its foundation in the long run 
11 Inthe redstone quadrangle outside the garden are hundreds 
‘of rooms and stables for infantrymen and their attendants. 
12, Around ‘his palace complex are wall built rows for shop 
‘sally which Tavernier has described as the Tasimacan. 
. 


CHAPTER XX 


THE TAY MAHAL 
HAS HINDU DIMENSIONS 


{THE TAJ Mahal bas temple-palace dimensions and attributes. 
tanumerous gateways have spiked doors. The entire building complex 
Tncloses over a thousand rooms, a multistoreyed well and plesnire 
pavilions 

‘The majestic approach, flanked by arched redstone corridors, 
to the Taj Mabal is typical of all Rajput, Hindu royal buildings. 
Many such arched corridors surround the Taj Mahal garden and 
the outer quadrangle. Between them they enclose hundreds of rooms 
‘used for housing the temple palace staff and also animals. Muslim 
myths explain them away as Jlo-Khana or pleasure house with 
the built-in absurdity that a monarch as cruel, miserly and 
‘overbearing 28 Shahjahun would ever condescend to erect luxry 
rooms for all and sundry to make merry aver the tom at which 
Shahjahan himself (we are told) wept bitterly day-in-and-day-ouk 
from 1690 to 1666. Such a majestic approach may still be seen 
outside all ancient Hindu temples, palaces and townships in Rajasthan. 

Behind the temple palace was a paved river bank known #8 
“‘ghat"’. A part of it still exists. Gateways of the Te) Mahal (now 
barred) opening at the rear provided for the Hindu royalty 40 bate 
a the river and go boating. 
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re m ndapnsate appurtenance. Drums and sbehnal muse aug 
a ein abe dawn, announce royal arrivals and departure 
1 eae cts, prota festivals and rally the Gtinery for oye 
proclamations. 

‘We have already quoted tbe Encyclopedia Britannica ta say 
hat sousite the enclosure at the south are ancilary buldingg 
Steh ao stables, out-houses and guard quarters."* 

Tavernier bas also said," “°The Tasimacan (Taj-I-Macan, je 
‘s crven manson) is a large azar consisting of six lange courts, 
i rurunded with porticos under which there are chambers for 
the use of merchants."" 

(On top of all those buildings are huge terraces and galleries. 
It visitors to tbe Taj Maha realise that it is a temple palace they 
toad no longer be content with having » burried peep at the 
srrctaphs. They would then rightly want to amble along the corridors, 
Goer tho Lerraces and inside the labyrinthine basement. Government 
archaeological officials, history teachers, students and lay visitors 
‘peed to be properly instructed to view and study the Taj Mahal 
tt 8 Hindu temple palace; only then will they be able to appreciate 
its real beauty and grandeur 

‘The locale of the Taj known as Jaisingpura and Khawaspara 
‘encompassed numerous buildings. The area around the Taj teemed 
‘with multi-storeyed buldings providing living accommodation for 
guards, army detachments, stewards, waiters, caterers, ushers and 
ther paraphernalia which waits on royalty. There were, therefore, 
fin that ares # bazar, serais, guest houses, and roads connecting 
‘ll tbese. All those buildings are mistaken to be mosques and tombs 
from the time of Shahjahan's annexatic 

‘The dimensions of the Taj and its accoutrements are those 
f wealthy Uemple palace, and not of a sombre tomb. In Suppor 
tin weqne eres sonelength extras Maulvi Moinuddin's 

“In front of the magnificent gate there is a specious platform, 
‘211.5 Min length and 86.75 ft. in width.. The plot encom 


7). P78. Bocychopacdio Britannica, Wid. Vol. 23- 
0. Pp, 100.181, Travels la Indi, ibid, Vol, I. 


‘Tee To) Mabol Has Hindu Tkmensions 
m 
by the four walls is a rectangle 1,800 1. 
fav 1000 f.. broadens and went, wilh 9 tne at an 
oe fa Ml nr tn a ak 
“~The entrances 10.5 wide. Th pela madesfan dio cee 
of eight different, metals, and ix ade wih tone van 
in, Toe area inside is an irregular arr 
ne ‘octagon with s diagonal 41.5 
‘Here we want to point out that the octagonal pecially 
traditional Hindu shape. The octagonal toa anes 
stone powder in front of entrances to Hindu homes, Hand = 
in ancient times used to be of octagonal shape. Paper lampa ee 
during the Deepawali festival are of an octagonal shape, = 
‘Special cigbt_ metal alloys were known to and, 
cay Hts mo we at el a 
{in Delhi, the shaft lying in Dhar, and numberof othe nitions. 
‘A tomb is open to fakirs and the poor al the 9 hours 
therefore, needs no doors studded with mails, Only a temple 
or fort door has polished brass nails hammered in for " 
the entrance against possible Intrusion, 
‘The Moulvi further says : 


“A Might of 17 steps takes one to the second wore. Gola 
up 17 steps higher, we reach the 3rd story containing four apartnanba, 
‘The apartments communicate with ane another by rung 
through. At the comers of this storey there are octagonal 
‘ech with four doorways and one entrance to the 
vp. 


af 


OF the four staircases two go down to the firs 
two are closed (halfway through). 


""A Might of stairs consisting of 34 #4 
op. Here there are four towers st the 


m ‘The To Manal Is A Temple Pace 


The Inet wort “"lalases"* above should be noted. This wort 
Je repented many times in Maulvi Moinuddin's description of the 
Tn). The word iw from Sanskrit. It could never et into the Taj 
prwives, expecially in ® Muslim narrative of the To) unless it tas 
‘boon havering in Use Taj in pre-Mustim Rajput tradition, **Kalas"* 
signifies a shining pinnacle wsually of brass or gold. The repeated 
fuse of the word “"kalna’’ also proves that tbe monument is a 
ppre-Muslim temple palace. The word ‘“*kalas'* only occurs in 
connection with towering and magnificent temples, palaces and such 
‘other Hindu monuments, 


1L must also be noted that the four octagonal cupolas nestling 
round the dome are of pure Rajput shape. Those capping the four 
towers at the comers of the Taj Mahal’s open verandah are aleo 
of fn entirely Rajput design. 

‘What wbout the dome, it may be asked ? The presumption that 
the dome fs « Muslim invention ig bascless. To call the dome a 
Muslim creation amounts to linking it somehow with Prophet 
Mobammad’s birth. What possible connection could there be between 
the dome as an architectural design and the origin of Islam ? 

In the cave of the Ta) Mahal we have alrendy quoted emperor 
Pabur, Shahjshan's court chronicle - the Badshahnama - and the 
great English author, Havel to prove that the dome is a Hindu 
‘constructional form. 


‘The Kabs, the curreut central shrine of Islam, itself ia not 
capped with n dome. 

‘The Hindus alone have special names for eight directions namely 
the North, South, Bast, West and the other four in between ther 
evignated by the Sanskrit names - Eeshanya, Agneya, Nairitya 
‘and Wayavye - Tee those which octagonal Hindu palaces and Lemnples 
Tike tbe Taj Mua indicate. 

Referring Wo some 14 basement rooms behind the royal graves, 
Maailvi Moinuddin says" in his book, “*The last two rooms have 
npertures pexplog 09 Lo Ube placid stream. Ik was these openings 
ak brovight Lo liyht the exintence of the long hidden chambers. 


1. PLO, The To) and - 
Th) avd ite Environments, hid, Actually there are 22 


‘rhe To) Mahal las Hindu Dimensions 


‘Toe mouths of the staircases were shat up = 


js hard to find out why these underground chai ame Aa 

That even a Muslim Tike the MouM je ard pa 
‘why the underground chambers exist Ina septa fe malt 
the whole Ta) legend is made-up of incongruent So BE 
palace any numberof underground chimbers arena enjaty tes 
Ue bt aeindispensabe. Suchchambervareusd pee ae 
treasure, bide friends, imprison enemies, and for ramen ts 
tatko tc. In tomb, basement chambers are dandagt 

‘The very fact that those chambers 
ws ek te etn oh 
‘was converted into» tomb Soahjeban did’ nol wank Yow oF 
taretaker9 to use the premises for resident purpis. Supra 
rooms of Ube erstwhile temple palace hod therefore ta be wlll, 

On the same page the author Maulvi Moinuddn 

_ rae aa 
Uhickly on Ube Moor it might be reasonably supposed Ut there 
‘was 1 ghat or landing place on the spot, which however was dw 
subsequently for vore unknown reason. The re object of tulding 
them remains then a **mystery’* 

Many such features are bound to be a “imyplery” (0 thee 
who study the Taj Mahal in the mistaken bebe that it orgiial 
‘ay 4 tomb. ‘The entire mystery clara up into a remarkably eben 
mass of meticulous detail the mornent it is rie thst tbe TH 
Mahal originated ay a Rajput temple palace several conta bore 
‘Shahjahan took it into is ead to convert Inka tombs 

‘On page 38 the Maui says, “To Ube west of thse chante 
isa mosque which has room for congregation of ; 
We wonder what significance, if any, attaches ta te gu 
‘This again shows that Ube guard room flanking the USNe SS 
‘of the temple pelace is today pointed oi #8 8 
‘been a mosque it would ave 
figure of persons, lke 1,000 oF 1 
539, 


‘The Tal Mahal fa A Tory 
* j he Place 


on to mpponr “ramet” in thove four towers bearing thelr ighty 
high up im the dark #ky. 
ind athorents of the Indo-Sarscenic theory of architecture 
sean to the unaware that towers starting at ground or plinth level 
The chimneys of brick-kilns, are a speciality of indigenous ancient 
Indian arhikecture. Saracenic minarets begin from the shoulders 
ar bulidings ax in mosques. And usually such minarets are not 
allow fram within and bave no stairs. This is one of the grounds, 
fenong ober voluminous evidence, which disproves traditional 
Muslim claims to the so-called Kutub Minar and the four towers 
‘of the Taj Maa. 
Marking every plinth, connected with service to God, the king 
forthe public, with four towers is a universal ancient Indian custom. 


‘Cunningham's observation that it is in Humayun's mausoleum 
that we first see towers attached to the four comers is typical 
of thennivete of British scholars. Par from realising that the so-called 
Humayun's tomb is an erstwhile Hindu palace in which the 
second:generstion Moghul emperor Humayun has been probobly 
buried they atart with the assumption that the massive building 
was erected to mark his burial spot. Then they note its four towers 
sand characteriae them as innovations in Mohammedan architecture. 
‘And then they imagine that these towers were evolved and were 
ppmgrenaively moved away a litle bit from the main building after 
the death of each successive Moghul emperor so that by the time 
‘of Murntaz's death they reached the plinth comers. If that was 
0, where are the missing links ? 

After pointing out Uhe absurdity of the assumption of British 
scholars mised by the bluffs of Muslim chronicles we would like 


to drav the readiers* attention to the grain of truth in Cunningham's 
‘obwervation, 


Cunningham In absolutly right in noting that towers at four 
fomery of bullings ie u non-Muslim rit. If they are found wt 
ha four corners of the so-called Humayun tomb in Delhi, and 
a the jilith corners of the so-called Taj Mahal in Agra, that is 


cause bith are commandeered Hinds buldings put to Musi 


a 2 
eal ete es 
at et ie wo 
crea i ured nit co 
mang het a 
Phe other without any consideration to their mutual 
Sr cern my ein ml Sn 
Jinks fall epart. 

oe 
smi te mr ft i ee 
no ied oe ee 
cg ei se 
‘When the Ta} Mahal is known to have originated as a Rajput pace 
Me il oor sb i te 


1s 8 temple palace 


Moinuddin states on page 60 of his book that * wconting to 
the Bodshahoama Ue enclosure (in which tbe two cenalaphs are 
Jocoted) was completed in 10 years at cost of Ta, 60,000, Th 
had a door of Jasper, costing Rs. 10,000. 
Obviously # tomb usually frequented by faqies and mendlanty 
oes not need to have a jasper door. Such rich and expensive dors 
tare meant for living monarchs or divinity, not for dead bodies 
‘About other buildinga in the precincts, Maulvi Moinuddin's bok 
says on page 64, "The place between the chief yate ofthe mausoleum 
and the grand portal was known as Jilo Khana... A great portion 
of the splendid buildings that formed once » valusble appendagy 
to the Taj, has fallen dawn... The area enclosed within th four 
vealls of the Jilo Khana was occupied by 128 rooms of which only 
76 remain. Near the garden wall there are two Khnsspurss (Or 
‘enclosed compounds) each containing 2 rooms with as many 
vestibules for Une attendants (At present the 
filled with Mower pots. Half of the othet "Pur! 
4 cowalable.)'" The cowshed continuing 19 our aw day) 
hj Mahal precincts is another clear Indication of Rs Hi oA 


‘iver side end! of the so-alled masque. 


18 ‘The Ta) Mabal Is A Temple Pa 


‘This statement needs to be carefully examined. It gives a very 
dear lodieation that the Taj precincts consisted of numerous 
bulMlings, three or four storeys high, consisting of hundreds of 
rooms, Accommodation on such a grand scale encompassing several 
hundred rooms is never part of a tomb but is always 9 necessity 
‘when the central building is a temple palace. 

The suffix “*pura‘* is a definite hangover of the times when 
the Rajputs occupied the Taj Mahal, because "“pura’* in Sanskrit, 
signifies a busy locality, not the eerie silence of » graveyard 

Even the syllable “‘Khawas' forming part of the word 
“Khuwaspura"* has a Rajput significance, since “*Khawas"* were 
dependents of Rajput rulers. The very fact that the annexes of 
the Taj form part of Khawaspura proves that while the Rajput 
ruler lived or worshipped in the centrally situated Taj Mahal his 
dependents used the annexes 


Bven the central basement chamber of the Taj Mahal was 
magnificently embellished as it should be in an expensive temple 
palace. But since the edifice was commandeered for conversion into 
a Muslim tomb, ite basement had been barred under Muslim rule 
to non-Muslims, obviously because the secret of its non-Muslim 
origin should not leak out, Francis Bernier, a visitor to Shabjahan's 
court, was refused entry on the pretext that being » non-Muslim 
his entry may defile the place. Bernier testifies to our observation. 
Hesayr™, “Under the dome is a small chamber, wherein is enclooed 
the tomb of Taje-Mahil. It is opened with much cermony once 
ln a year, and once only, and no Christian is admitted within, 
‘eat its sanctity should be profaned. I have not seen the interior, 
but I understand that nothing can be conceived more rich and 
‘umgnificent."* Bernier also telly us that Shabjahan was not affluent 
{in spite of his otingy nature. Bernier notes," ‘*Shahjahan was 8 
‘great economist... who... never amassed (more than) six crore 
rupees." 


55) P., Travels in the Mogul Empire by Francis Bernier. Transiated 
bling Brock nwo rehmes, Willan Pickering, Chancery Lane, Landon, 
1 

P25, a, 


batt conduct 48 major capi eM en an py 
‘nd foce famines, bull the fabulous Taj Mabal, OM tai 

the Jama Masjid and the magnificent fort in Dei - sn lent 

in the Hindu style. Then question arises that f Sushjshan foundaf 

(4 Delhi and the Fatehpuri mosque is local at fc peli 

in it, where was the need to bulld the Jama May? Many mach 

logical questions have not been considered in comping Idan 

historical accounts from concocted and forged racrts of Malin 
rule in India. 

‘Sir H. M. EDit gives some graphic instanceof meh encoders 
tnd forgeries, in the preface to his eight-volume work, Reme found 
the Tarikh-/-Ta/ Mahal document « forgery. Sia tbs Puri 
Regional History Congress to at ita 1986 session found te alr 
Nawab's letter to the thea Mogul emperor interxilag 
of Guru Govind Singh's two sons, « fogs a 

i statea” Tore 

The Guide to the Taj at Are an!” EE 


‘and had caused hills to be 


‘Thooe details are 


a ‘The Ta) Mabal la A Temple Palacy 


ncidotaly, the “ile” referred to above were put Up for 
ae taj trple palace ty its Raiput builers. Some of 
Gham "hile sil exist near the Taj approach, 
1s wore meant to prevent mangonels and catapults 
as wept be alto bart rst on te Hind en, 

Boides these defensive hillock, the Taj palace has another 
defensive socoutrement, Uhst is « moat. While tbe Yamuna river 
toa serves as a moat at the rear, a dry moat may stil be noticed 
fn the exater side of the Taj Mabal outside the redstone wal. 

‘These defence structures also prove that the Taj Mabal originated 
5 « trple paloce and not as a tomb. 

A critical study of the above passages is revealing. One talks 
of silver doors and the otber of a gold railing enclosing the area 
‘where the cenotaphs are situated. Had these fixtures been installed 
ty Saujahan, there is no reason or record as to why and by whom 
hey were removed 

Reene notes on pages 163 of bis Handbook, “There were 
riginally, It is aaid, two silver gatea which cost Rs. 1,27,000"* 
Obviounly when Shahjahan took over the Hindu mansion to be turned 
Into a Muslim tomb he removed those gates to his treasury, to 
be melted away. 


‘Silver doors and gold railings are fixtures of temples and palaces, 
‘ot of tombs. To believe that Sbabjahan allowed these fixtures to 
bbe installed in the graveyard of his wife while he had nothing 
‘approaching them in his own palace is absurd in the extreme. 


How could solid gold railings be placed around the tomb by 
1602 if Mumtaz had died in 1630 or 1631 or 16327 How many 
Yours would it take to acquire « site, decide upon a design for 
Abe proposed tomb, if any, get tbe design made, get the foundation 
‘tug, order the building material, erect the building, order a gold 
‘lig, wet it fined and make security arrangements so that the 
(#08 may not be stolen ? Could all this be done in a year or two? 

We heve another emphatic, incontrovertible, visible proof that 
fae from being the product of the mythical Indo-Saracenic 


sarchitectire, the Taj Mahal iu 
‘Die a TH Mata bas teen bulk scording to tbe Hind 


“Toe To) Mabol Hse Hindu Dieenlong 


AA study of the ground plans ofthe * 
Hindu temple is revealing. Ta Mahal end ot 
vertically 99 well as hori bend: tony She! 


ccd armen 
construction with the dey eae * 

YY Or the king's hn 
centre. In the Hind aj place the Hi Tene 
room i the centre wie tn tye 
Sanctum santoram to Inthe em, Bt ys 

The third characteratic i ha the 4 
four sidea are identical, So-called Mus 
because they are eratwhle Hinds 


‘This identity of architectural design of 
acy mace ln ee 
‘observation, quoted earlier, that the Taj Mahal ism finds 
‘construction, should Jesve no doubt in the resder's mind that tbe 
Taj Mahal is an ancient temple palace bull to Hindu specifications, 
Badshahnama also admits that it was s domed palsce. 

‘The front garden area is almost double that of the martie Tyj 
Palace built up ares. This is what Vincent Smith describes (on 
page 9 of his book Akbar the Great Magu!) as the ganten pion, 
in which the first Mogul emperor Babur died in 1890, I... « omuiry 
before Shahjahan's wife (Mumtat) died. 

‘The same palace in described by Babur himalf in bis Momalre 
‘8 the one "adorned with 3 peratye of pias and Iaving x same 
in the centre."* 


CHAPTER XXI 


‘THE MUSLIM OVERWRITING 


WHAT GREATER proof could there be of the falsity of the 

Iban legend thin that in none of the numerous Inscriptions 
ike tw Mabal Ie tere any elim made of Sbahjahan having 
‘commissioned it! 

Beside tho 14 chapters of the Koran inscribed in the ‘Taj Mahal, 
{there are some non-réligious engravings which do not contain even 
the remotest allusion to Shabjahan's authorship of the Ta} Mahal. 
Hisd Shabjahan realy ordered the Ta} Mahal, would be not in the 
prolific etchings made all over the walls have recorded the whole 
islory of the fancied tomb from ita conception to its completion ? 
Would be not have left behind for the world a clear record of 
huis great and fabulous achievement in marble and redstone if that 
wore fact ? 

‘Toe inscriptions in the Taj Mahal are reproduced on page 170-174 
of Keene's Handbook for Visitors to Agra. Keene says, “The walls 
tnd root (of the cootaph chamber) are profusely decorated and 
linveribed with tenets from tbe Koran encircling the archways and 
he npocen between them, ending with (the words) “Written by 
the insignificant being, Amanat Khan Shirazi in the year 1048 Hijet 
sod the 12th of His Majesty's reign." (1639 A. D.) 

So the mach boosted Amanat Khan Shirazi, vaunted as one 
of the great wonder craftsmen who built the Taj Mahal tums out 
0 be no more than an ‘insignificant’ inscriber such as is found 
in every sbop selling kitchen utensils or stoneslabs, or crying about 
the strets, 

‘The cenotaph of Sbabjahan's wife Mumtaz, for whom the Ta} 
Mahal is supposed to have been commisoned by Shabjahan, also 
sires bot even an lniding of the project in the inscription recorded 
0K. Keme note "The cenotaph (of Mumtaz) ia decorated in 


‘Persian with texte from the Koran, $9 names of God and the simple 


‘The Mastin Overwrting 


epitaph = The Mustrious wep n 
Monae (Maha het Ton a un Ba 

Hod Shahjshan ordered a f 2 
wife the inscription on ber 
contained some mention about i. 
{0 wong camed ta Mein rue ee Y 
‘another in building fabulous tombs for thei a oe 
and dear ones. This claim is of course most or Uber near 
sgrinat the very grin of normal human btu Bro tae en 
tbe long line of erring historians ot thar word, i uy ok ak 
wheter thine who were 9 ken o avg id wedi 
would mot vaunt their aut of those 
Srey tem on he tie 7 a tig 

(One other important point. which eens from the shove 
inscription is that the date of Mumtan's death is manioned st 
11029 A. D. Earlier we have noted how oor btorns 
claim Mumtaz to bave died in 1630 oF 16H or 182 A, D, Tat 
‘means that nobody seems to know when Mumtas di. Al we gt 
to know from the various accounts is Ut Mumtax dle at sme 
time between 1629-1682. A four-year speculative rage fr the dah 
of « woman believed to have been the apple of tbe ee of emperor 
‘Sbabjahan, and for whom, as the world novel to taller, 
' fanciful mausoleum was ordered to be bul forthwith, i atu, 
People have not been told the whole truth of tia sori ais 
‘They do not know that when we come to brastacs the whole 
‘Shahjahan legend fiaaon out as» monatros moron, bet 
one among 6,000 women of Shbjasn's harem Manis fo 
was of no consequence, hence the failure 19 record 
ber death 

Exactly underneath Mona's ana is oe 
chamber, is (what is believed in ene aa 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Tempe Pay 
- 


wv hin grave and conotaph. But ever they dared yg 
sew mi hey when tir contemporaris know thot Mumtag 
Se gunjihan had been burke in fabulour Hinds balding 
aoe duared trom Jalsingh? To us therefore tho absence of any 
suim on Stuhjahan’s bebalf ix quite plausible, 

‘Buhjahan died In 1608 A. D., fe. about 35 years afer hig 
consort Mamtax died. Keme says, "'(Shahjahan’s cenotaph ig) 
Tovcrbed in Persian with texts from the Koran together with the 
folowing epitaph : "The lustrious sepulchre and sacred resting 
fice of bis Moot railed Majesty, dignified a» Rarwan, having 
bis abode in Paradine and his Awelling in the starry heaven. inmate 
of the ragons of bios, the second Sabib Kiran, Shabjahan the King 
tallant. May hie shrine ever Nourish, and may his abode be in 

ransitory world to the world of 
th of Rajab, 1076 


Inscriptions 0F 


Heaven, He travelled from th 
eternity on the night of the 28th. of the 
AHL” (006 A, D.) 


Underne 


, Suuhjahan’a grave bears shorter 
eqitaph. Kmyn, "The sacred sepulchro of His Most Exalted Majesty, 
‘wellr of Parudive, the wecond Sahib Kiran, the King Shahjahan, 
May bi sbring ever Nourinh, 1026 A. 1. (16065 A, 0.) 

On the wont of the marble building is another which ia being 
termed uv the "*Monque’™ eversince Shahjahan commandeored it 
In its arches too are inserited Koranic texts, Besides, says Keene, 
here are several marble dives inscribed with ‘Ya Kaffi COht All 
Sutfieot One) and Allah (God)."* 

‘Thus in none of the weveral Inscriptions quoted by us above 
Jn there ever Ube faintest me jan having 
commissioned the Taj Mabsl. Is it ever concelvable that » regime 
which tered Use whole building and Use cenotaphw and graves 
With a plethors of random engravings would nok vnunt ita haviny 
bull the yreat mausoleum ? ‘The omission, wong with the oUher 
evilence we have produced heretofore, ix clear proof that Shabjahan 
‘only commandeered Hindu mansion for burying hin wife in and 
did nok bund anything. Al! the inscriptions on the ‘xj Mabil are 
of the frivolous type auch ws picnickers neribble on somebody else's 
Property. The Islamic overwriting itself therefore indicates that Ube 
Ta) Mahl fn not Shuhjahan's peoperty. 


vIn the ba 


M9 0¢ reference Lo 


Trere are three linda of physio sdere 
sealable by which he ag of hire big mt baa 
frirty scourately. Those methods are (1) Dantoceraag, 
Garton - 14 and (3) Thermoluminesemnos. a 
In Dondochroncloxy « ‘ood sample from an Mare 
i» compared with the Umber fram trees of Inown pera 
In hermoluminescence & sample brick or brick power ditained, 
by drilling » hole in an ancient Deek-stricture can Be lenad ko 
4ediice the approximate year in whlch the brik wun ad. 
Since bricks (and Umber) are grey bought and wl so 
afer being marketed (and re nok stored for gatrations ie 
diamonds, bullion and omamenta) thermaluminescmnce le yey 
helpful In determining Ube age ofa brick-structure ty aera. 
‘The carbon ~ C test in applicable to anything whic tat Yam 
part of a living organiam such as a piece of bone oF Minbar. | af 
A tiving tree continues to brestbe-in carbon diiie whe aes 
But once ita dnd the breathing-n toga oe ie alot 
1 love ita carbon-dioxide (incuding content a 


‘The Ta} Mabal ts 

™ ee Pl 
te Taj Mahal to be # flower of Islamic 

oe Marvin H. Mills. He wrote to me round ten 

Hos would abow bim round the Ts} Mahal from my nt 

wri be vied India. Tngred Ho cue. T and a few pica 

exompacie im from Delhi to Agra 


sng taken round and explained the significance of 
peer te tty cove! Bo to ma go 
saa wane some wonden samples Lo acenife dang pe 
Government of India bureaucrats (overawed by the attitude of thy 
tosses they serve) are determined neither to conduct any seientine 
tests themselves nor supply any samples to anyone else why 
‘volunteers to conduct the test for them 20 83 to prevent a worldwide: 
‘exyomure of the Shahjabsn-Taj Mahal hanky panky. AD sections 
ff ciety seem to have a stake in continuing the sham Shahjahan-Tyj 
Mahal legend lest their gullible ignorance, research-incompetence 
‘and pathetic faith in Muslim bluffs be the butt of world ridicule 
for generations to come, That is why historians, archaeologists, 
architects, art-critics, media reporters and editors, Muslims, 
mamibers of the Congress party, professors, news media persons, 
dramatists, writers, film-producers etc. who had been citing the 
‘Taj Mahal « monument of love all shudder st the prospect of the 
‘Shuhjahan myth of the Tajmahal being blown sky high. 


Therefore the problem was to obtain a wood sample in an 
stmompbere of total hush hush. In fact the Taj Mahal bas many 
‘wootien doorways and also a bulky, solid wooden reel sandwiched 
‘ween two walls onthe upper story (aa I dimly remember) perbpa 
‘0 wind and unwind curtain string 

or one aid not 
{in View of the weight 
‘Presentad in my book. 
ve dea a of mind when our group reached the sivr bak 
‘val the Ty 
‘Pare of 
M6 the sorts 
momwue, 


02 any imperative need for a physical tes 
ty and comprehensive evidence that 1 bad 


in good shape. Above that was tbe so-cal 


carbon - 14 Dating of the Te) Mahal 


Bat Ube doorway near the north ext 
‘been crudely walled-up with unplastered 
of its wooden panel was stil) in : 
it had turned somewhat soft, When ce o xr grup pasta, 
lower side and pulled a sizeable piece (ew inches ly tod 
came off. It was that which was earied by ae 
York, USA and subjected to « carbon - 14 tort, 

‘The report published in the Jihas Pare (x quart 
Vol. 4, No. 4 dated 31 December 1964, THANA) wae 
Dereander. 
“General Method 

“Samples converted to benzene (G4) by means fa four-stop 
chemical process. The benzene sample is plied, with scinilator 
solution in a 5 mi vial and the activity is determined relive to 
benzene synthesized from NBS oxalic acid. The counter used it 
1s Picker Nuclear Liquimat 220 with specially selected photometer 
tubes (chosen for low noise level). The sample ix counted for 190 


door at North (oat) cod of a Mba 
River. 


Jood piece from 
at beach level fronting o9 Jumna 
«sage 19894489 AD. Thus there is # 67% i= 
ofthe same es twos 148 and 1270 AD 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


Murat be year In which 
ied in 1631A. D. the possi 
an am reso for se inthe mas! was anywhere 
ot ts 12) yr eM 
saath, 

stot Garton - 14 text, therefore, emphatically proves thet the 


‘taj Mab ha been in existence much before Shahan 

fut bere wo would Hike to alert readers that the age deduced 
show is that of the particular Northeastern doorway and not of 
ihe lari Taj Mabel. As per the Sanskrit inscription to be quoted 
ty us boreiter the sj Mahal temple and the palace (currently 
dubbed as Itimad Uddsula) were constructed around 1155 A. D, 
‘eben India enjoyed = long respite from Muslim invasions in the 
period intervening between Mobd. Ghajnavi's and Mobd. Ghori's 
aids. The erection of the Taj Mahal complex pre-supposes a long 
period of peace and afMuence. Therefore until all the evidence hidden 
‘and seled inside the seven storied Tejomahalaya complex is examined 
rrealers may safely assume that the Tejomahalaya temple-palace 
‘complex was completed (in Raja Paramardi Dev's regime) around 
the middle of October in 1185 A.D. (See poge 296 onwards) 


During Mobé. Ghori's raids and subsequent Islamic rule from 
1206 to 1857 A. D. the Tejomahalaya temple palace complex was 
‘sof, tempting Hindu target for Muslim plunder and desecration 
Much before Shahjahan umpteen Muslim raiders and rebel-claimants 
to the Mogul throne broke open the doors of the Taj Mahal to 
Foot ita wealth and for temporary sojourn. In that dingdong struggle 
the new Hindi owners bad to re-fix the doors. Therefore all its 
doors could rot be aa old as the buflding. But since Shabjahan 
jot unurpet the Tajmshal complex by a mere brusque, unannounced 
limpecial, confiscatory swoop all ts doorways could be pre-Soahjahan 
but not necessarily ax ancient as the Taj Mahal building itself. 


On Carton-deting the Tsj Mahal, finding that even its stormed 
meways preceded Shabjshan by several centuries Mr. Mills 


carton = 14 Dating ofthe Ta Maal 


Ore 3 
Dear Dr. Nagaraja, baclaeel 
Mr. Ramesh Chanda, after speaking uo Me. B, 
Sengupta, bas mugged that I write to you comeing 
1 matter of important mutual interest. Vn a aes 
find en architectural historian. My spacity ty the 
‘pplication of scientific dating to ancient monumera 
seherever there is Ube povePlity thatthe acpi 
Sf construction may noedexifetion fer the andi 
Seana of architectural store analysis bee Mt sam 


doubt. , 
‘concerned with the Ta) Mab and inden 
Dende ‘of years. fn the ight of te 
‘origin of the Ta) Mabal and 


‘The Taj Mahal In A Temple Palace 


the tse investigation would be of 
er Le taken from. peraps 2 lctions, The 
femount of each sample would be no bigyer than a finger 
sr i be ree win 10 sere on ier 
sido. The science af thermolumineacence will be employed 
Seek wid eam maybe teen 0 wa 


Took forward lo your response. 


ce. Mr. R. Sengupta 
Mr, Ramesh Chanda 
Yours truly, 
Marvin H. Mills 
Hereander is reproduced the reply which Mr. Marvin H. Mills 
receiv. 


No. F. 20/4/84-C 
GOVERMENT OF INDIA 
ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
JANPATH, NEW DELHI 


Shei. Marvin H, Mills A.L.A. 


‘Archhet, 21 Nov 1994 
‘307, Woodhampton Drive, 

White Plains, 

NEW YORK - 10808 

Dear Sir, 


Please refer to your letter dated 3.10.84 addressed 
to Dr. M. 8. Nagaraja Rao, Director General, regarding 
aclntiic dating of Ta} Mabal. aj Mahal iy well dated 
2 documentary evidence. Moreover BARC, Bombay and 
Payvical Resereh Laboratory, Ahmedabad, ae also seized 


carton ~ 14 Dating of tbe Ta} Maat 


‘That BARC, Bombay snd PRL, Abmadatas 
problem is « questionable statement because ning yor Ot 
tod yet none of them bas decal wit ata be tem ee 
ut with what result? Since BARC Bombay and PRL 
are limbs of the same pusillanimous Poser 
the same paralysis which afflicts th AS in expan ready 
Maslims. me 


‘Nso the claim made in the above Jeter at tbe) Mata 
is well dated on documentary evidence Is « blind lie snce we 
have sbown earlier by quoting Sbahjshan's own cour ehronide 
the Badshahnama and Auranigadb's letter tht the Th] Maal eta 
centuries before Shabjahan 1x per Moga) documenta thensd¥es. 
Ciovirny the Coveney GN a 
courage and honesty to impress on their poled 
to jettison the heavy load of peuda-history Ut they ave Inbar 
{com 600 years of Muslim rue and 200 yours of Brith domloane, 
‘The angry editorial comment of the Ns Patria quad 
hereunder is therefore fully justified. it sayn: = 


1 it not a shame on the part of the 
which as for its motto, “Truth alone 
1 extibite an attitude of Inbibiting 


‘he Taj Mal Te A Temple Pla 
ry 

5 snes and sarch and research for "Truth'* 
are een a 
ee retnngaritet and x tzcher of bistory of architecture 
sarge & the arctilecture schools of New York, has drawn his 
sions of hge-determination of Ts} Mahal by radiocarbon dating 
Setting «woot sample from the north-end door of Ts} Maha, 
Thich appearing onthe cover page, speaks for ise. He bas visited 
Todia thee times In the past. He believes that for confirming the 
{nings, more tests are required which be is wiling to carry out 
fs be mys in bis letter, be wishes Lo carry the tests by applying 
tbe scence of thermoluminescence the most modern method used 
fn nee dtarminalons. Mr. Mils bas already conducted such sta 
‘dsevherein the world. He baa the necessary experince, tbe historical 
ewarch background and the required Inboratory facilis 


“Mr. Marvin Mills wrote = letter to the Director General 
‘Archacalogical, Survey of India on 3nd Oct., 1984. He has received 
© reply dated Zist Nov., 1984, thanking him and appreciating his 
‘offer bot saying "it is not considered desirable to have any further 
fvestigation at this stage.” 


"Mr. Godbole of U.K. ia continuing hia research on thia subject 
since 5 years, Readers of “Iithasa Patrika’ are familiar with his 
findings in “London Calling’. His findings have shown bow unreliable 
be so-called ‘documentary evidence’ is. Mr. Godbole says, be is 
‘pen for correction, if his findings and opinions are proved otherwise. 


“Toe tents which Mr. Marvin Mills wants to carry out are 
Pa rem i objective point of view. We have reproduced the 
We St Me. Marvin Mils and the reply sent to that letter by 

‘Archseslogical Survey of India for the information of readers." 


To the stove comment I would Ii ; 
ebay ike to add that if and when 


carton - 14 Dating of the Ta) Mabe 

o 
1 Muslim. In Muslim history destroyers an dai 
famtommed as builders. Every inorie monque ted me 
ig s captured Hindu building and every Muslin is the dace 
cof a captured Hindu because before 22 A.D. thre wa Maa 


1 had myself addressed a letter to Prime Mista. V. Marana 
Rao on December 22, 1961 emphasizing the esd to crea ree 
the Stahjahan legend of the Taj Mabal. He spparestly formndad 
it to the Archaealogical Survey of India 


‘The usual dodging, stalling reply I recived from the AST oon 
agiin shamelessly repented their stock phrase tht Shbjian's 
tsuthorsbip of the Taj Mabal isa well-estabibl fact" 


‘Their reply is reproduced hereunder ~ 


No. nine 
GOVERNMENT OF 
[ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
‘JANPATH, NEW DELS 
Shri P. N. Oak. 
Plot No. 10, 


0) Maal cy 
. = ya Dating of the Teh 
a — vse tn i my tk el “Te To) Mal 
‘not call any further action ree Palace My research conclusion ia based on over 
Yours faithfully ‘Dr pants of such weighty evidence. 
(C. MARGABANDHY) of rebut them pty plat 
DIRECTOR (MONUMENT) jus the temerity to fob me se ee —— mire. | 
ssuthors Mata 
Dated 25/3/92 ae Career Wo das be think ei eng 
‘Te stant statement inthe above, reply that “unless concrete wih 7 Soul’ be ree that eis nt dang wih 
sand positive evidence contradicting (Shahjahan's) authorship of the ot <j school-child but with me, cae 
‘Taj Matal is available, the matter does not call (for) any further Baas we ke changing the whl ane o wont 
seton'” ‘me to address the following letter to the Prime Sets hip on the Ta} Mabel issue, 
— sito et even, for tbe a 25 years? 
Minister of staggering evidence, fOr 
P.N. Oak ‘Yours Sincerely, 
Founder President, PLN. Ook 


Institute for Rewriting World History, 
Plot No. 10, Goodwill Society, 
‘Aundh, Pune 411 007 

Tel : 338449 


Dear Shri. Narasimha Reo, 


Enclosed is a copy of my original letter to you dated 
‘December 22, 1961 and a copy of the inane reply to 
ik vide letter no. 14/03/92, dated nil, received from C. 
Margabandhu Director Monument (sic) 

Incidentally, you may kindly note, bow, even that 
10 - tine reply is a monument of faulty English. 

Talo consider that reply to be an intellectual affront 
‘becuse it stigmatizes: my conclusive, scientific and 
Juridical-finding on the Taj Mahal to be a mere ‘view'. 

In ‘My original letter dated 22/12/91, T have quoted 
{0 Mogul documents of Shabjshan's and Aurangzeb's 


With Hlind Vedic temple-palace decor, and that the very 
term Tej Mahal doesn't even exist in any court records 
‘of Stahjahan and Aurangzeb. The two documents 
‘mentioned by me above, are preserved in the National 
Archives Ubrary, Jenpath, New Delhi. 1 bave also 


CHAPTER XXII 


SHAHAJAHAN’S OWN ANCESTOR 


ADMIRED THE TAJ 


While for Une last 250 years the world has been blindly praising 
Stuhajuhan for having conceived and commissioned the beeutiful 
‘Taj Mabal his own remote ancestor Tumerlain is on record as having 
been overwhelmed by the beauty of the Hindu temple palace “Tejo 
smabalays. 

Tameriain aliss Taimurlang invaded India 230 years before 
‘Shahjahan carpe to the throne, 

His allusion to the Tx} Mahal as » mosque is obviously an 
‘sdmission that the Taj Mabal alias Tejomahalaya was # Hindu temple 
uring his time because in Islamic terminology a temple is a mosque 
Just ns x Coretian father when alluding to a temple (before a Christian 
fsudionce or his own child) would refer to it as a “*Church"* of 

‘be Hindus. Likewise be will also explain away a mosque ax a 
"Church" of the Muslims, 


The relevant reference to Tamerisin having been fascinated by 
the breath ~ taking beauty of the Ta} Mahal i contained in an 
Arabic chronicle by Ahmed Bin Arabobah. It has been translated 
into English by J. H. Sanders. A copy of it is available in the 
Asiatic Library, Bombay 


Like all other Muslim chronicles referred to earlier the Arab 
chronicle too carefully shuns the term To} Mabal alias Tejorahalaya 
Decause that ia Hindu name 


‘Qn page 222 of that Arab chronicle it la sald that a temple 
which Tamerisin visited while in India impressed hin immensely 
Decause of ite caplivating oulline and its exquisite build. Te had 
4 faye basement inside # marble plinth. He decided then and there 
hat his own capital Samarcand should have a similar building. 


‘Suahaahan's Own Anon Admire Toe Ty 


Accordingly Mohamed Jalal ruaed a 


cutine with four Lovers rang wa tur ee nm 


We cosch the following imy 
pase nn imPrtan ein ri som 

‘The general belief that pre-Sbahjahan ref 
dt can bul yr te me 
cown ancestor 290 years peor to him, 

‘The reference to the Taj Mahal by a number of Buropesn viitory 
such ag Peter Mundy, Tavernier and Berner re alo ll of ime 
much before the 22 years that Shabjubn is suppoved tole taken 
to raise the Ta} Mabal from 1631 A.D, ommants, Contrary 
contemporary Muslim chronicles do not at all mention the te 
‘Taj Mahal. Had Shabjahan boon the originator of Ube Tj Mab 
every contemporary Muslim chronicle would have defintely quod 
the term Taj Mab 

‘The other conclusion we draw is Ul far from the trian 
belief thatthe concept ofthe Ta Mabalis of Malm orga Tara's 
testimony proves that it was the basuty of the aj Mabal tape 
design which captivated the Muslims and made them yearn (oF 
similar buildings in theie own land. But they didn ave te si 
the heart or the funds to spare for such suite parrots 

‘The third conclusion is that the belie that Muslim inves 
initiated the tradition of marble buildings ia india fe unwarranted, 

ings inside, aay Ube Red forts in Del and 
Al the marble buildings inside, aay BE 
‘Agra are all Hindu though they have been arte 
diferent Muslim rulees without even an ota of any rool 


‘The fourth point which needs specist 
four pitars at Ue four corners of Styanarayan Mar of ‘woking, 


ira of mars ae of 
1 may also be noted that Muslim psira @f TN rentaie 
varying heights and never symmetrical. For om 


Th 
acing Pea Sr Uae Ue ar pl ot Yee Sa 
tt the four corners ofthe Ta Mal marie Pn AR 


The Ta) Madal Is A 


wm Tempe Py 
of qu Doig 

Ih the Arobe chronile mentioned above it hss also been 
(ut tbe architect Mohamed Jalal was tortun at Teer 


orders. Shahjshan ix also stated Uo ha 


Patation, 


of the bunds of the masons be used (in d the Hinds 
Taj Matal) in effecting Mumtax's (real or fake) burial inside the 

Maha. Had those two Muslim monarchs really got some exzuisite 
structures raised they should have rewarded the artisans instead 
(of ordering their torture, 

Toe rewon why Shabjahan ordered his workers to be maimed 
was that they resented contributing free labour for Mumtaz"s burial 
tod implantation of Koranic extracts in the Hindu Taj Mahal at 
the orders of a cruel, miverty Shabjahan 

‘The reason why Tameriain ordered Mobamed Jalal to be tortured 


to desth was that Jalal miserably failed in raising # proto type 
of the Ta) Maha! in Samareand. How could be anyway in the absence 
ff trained architecta and enough quantity of marble raise # Taj 
Mabul just for the whim of s bloodthirsty Tameclain, 

Wt has been mentioned 
Mobas 


the same chronicle that after ordering 
med Jalel to raise a mosque Tamerlaine left on one of bis 
Plunder raids. When be returned he was shocked to find that his 
hie queen too had commissioned a lofty college (sic) just opposite, 
Awarfing the building ordered by Tamerlain. Unable to control his 
wrath st that inaut Tameriain ordered a torturcus execution for 
Stlal. Accordingly Jalal wax made to lie face down on the yorund. 
His two feet were tod topether and he was dragged over # rugged 
terrain. His body in tatters Jalal mets torturous end. 


Seon after Jall's death all bis wealth, women and retinue became 
‘Tamerlane property 


‘One hs to be very cautious in sifting the truth from » hesp 
swuch bluff and bluster of Muslim chronicles. Does it stand to 
reson thik & cruel, rapacious Tamerlain who spent all hig life in 
Planer would want to raise only a wonder - mooque for the rif 
ut to beny in but would not want to order any palaces for himself 


‘ant bis harem 7 Raising such fabulous mansions just for the beck 
‘Of It wae 10 Joke, 


Sahujshn's Own ARear Admin he Ty 


‘Tamertain woul hig 

Aare to arouse Tamersin’s revenge het om 
college (sie) which would dar Ue mags can Mong 
Tamertain had commissioned ? 


expen’ 
Lime did the two projets take to camp 


2 such magnificent buldingy facing 
would the 


a pal of 


she a table-thumping feminist and education? 

Such close cross-questioning ia event in biatodel reach 
«pecially in claims made by oF on behalf of invaders and plunder, 
womanizers, drug-addicts, drunkards and tyrants 

Our conclusion therefore is that both ‘Tumersin and his so 
called chief queen only got caligrapiste to scrawl some flame 
lettering on captured earlier bulllings in Samareand and other 
conquered territory. Timerlain’s so-called mausoleum in Samareand 
and the Sah-i-Zind monuments though disfigured with Ianle 
lettering are all eartier mansions, palaces and educational wifes 
f Vedic Kshatriya ruler, 


CHAPTER XXIV 


——— 
‘THE TAJ MAHAL ORIGINATED ] 
‘AS A TEMPLE 


THE TAY ediflce which Suubsban's own chronicle (the 
eidatamn) emits to be « Hindu mansion coul! have been an 
sree nde empl, We bave often wondered what determines 
qe aie of Mumlas'scencaph. I is neither of the average height 
Bre Malin woman of the 17Ub century nor Is it of the average 
seg ofan sie grave. We venture Lo suggest tat in determing 
the Dig of Mamtas's cenotaph the baht of the Hindu Shiva 
Ting eonmecrta in the Ta} Mahal may bave been the deciding 
factor. Heald hen be thatthe anclent Hindu sacred Shiva Linga 
Nae i buried in the enotaph wile the grave in the basement 
ry or may oct contain Mumtaa's boty because bodies are always 
Daria inthe arth and noon a two-storey-igh stone Nooring 
A mlne incripion known as the Bateshwar inscription kept in 
the Uacknow (capital of Uae rade in India) Museum indicates 
that the Tay Maal could be a Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shiv, 
of 156 A.D 


‘The inveription in Sanskrit has 34 stanzas of which stanzas 
, 25 and 3 being relevant to our topic are reproduced below 


rare terete PretendereR geategafa wh 
re reed eR, 24. 


arene refeorecernmtcifeti=gts 
5 onpetfeawréa: tesreareraware tt: 112611 


“The To| Mahal Originated Aa AT 


Translated, thew mean 3 
hin bel ia Minter Slane PEN Dey og 
i. the Mol of Lord Vinh whan etsy 
bi (towed) bend ing wel a ue 

Silat the King also ad 
to the God who bears the erent 


(This inscription is) dated 1212 Vicar or, 
Sunday, 5th day of the bright lunar fortnight" 

‘The inscription quoted above may bef 
foarresak sas Wartanan tose ah ee a 
snd on pp. 270-274 of Epigraphie Indica, VoLI.) 

On page 124 of his book Mr. Kale sates, “The abowineripon 
found at Mass Eaetrr, nar Ag ree ee ao 
Museum. 1t is of the King Paramandi Dev, dated Vikram Sarit 
1212, Ashwin (month), 5th day of the bright nae frag, 
‘has in all 34 stanzas which deeribe the origin ofthe Cuindmtra 
(regal) dynasty and ita important rulers. Te insertion was fund 
embedded in a mound at Bateshwar. It was Iter dept in the 
Lucknow Museum by General Cunnigham, where at The 
‘bo beautiful marble temples which King Parad Der ha rite 
‘one for Lord Vishnu and the other for Lord Shiva = wern suboequatithy 
<esecrated during Muslim invasions, Some clever (arihte) pen 
had this inscription, concerning these termes, buried in «oxi 
1k romained buried for many years ntl 1900 A. D. when dog 
excavations it was discovered ty General Cunning.” 

Mr. Kale, the author of tbe book quoted stone si 
cbserves that from the location where the ine was fas 


Aan (maid), 


a 
= Puahed by SD, Ral and MDM, Pre BIDS 
from M. D. Make” Advocate, Catarpur, Malis Pre 


0 ‘The Th) Mahl A Teg Pa, 
Duldings referred to in the inscription as temples, we 
Prater to 


Interpret 
Prot: urare 


ss the King’s palace because (Vishnu docs signity a 
ote a en ens oS a 
gain mentioned tho fect, as it does, that the building’ shek 
an image of Lord Vishnu 

‘Toe inscription assumes importance inasmuch as it refer to 
the raising in Agra of two buildings of crystal-white marble i 
‘years ngo from today. (i. e. A. D. 1983) 

Incidentally, this inscription effectively refutes the bland and 
blind assertion that it was only the Muslims who first started raising 
‘marble buildings in Indin. Wo have already proved in our two books 
tat the Muslim rulers in India did not raise even a single mansion, 
ceanil, fort, palace, tomb or mosque whether of redstone or marble, 
‘They only appropriated earlier Hindu buildings and misused them. 

In our view the two buildings referred to in the Bateshwar 
inscription stil exist in Agra in all their marble splendour, They 
are the so-called Itimad-ud-Daulab tomb and the Taj Mahal. 

What the inscription refers to as Ube king’s palace isthe present 
Ttimad-ud-Daulah tomb. The Chandramauleeshwar temple is the 
‘Taj Mahal. 

‘A common failing of scholars of Indian history has been thir 
nsivete in believing that there could be Muslim tombs and mosque 
tglore in India without corresponding palaces. For instance, whit 
Is proudly pointed out 1s the Itimad-ud-Doulah tomb can Bev 
no meaning unless historians are also able to point ovt ples 
where the august courtier Itimad-ud-Daulah lived while alive. OF 
‘explanation is that Ttimad-ud-Daulah used to live in the very 
{a which be ls believed to have been buried. And Unit DSS 
vas an appropriated Hindu building. Ii obviously the Kine’ PO 
‘referred to in the Batesbwar inscription. 

‘The Shiva (Chandramaulceshwar) temple is obviously 
‘Mahal for the following reasons : 

1M of cryta-wtive marble as mentioned in the ae 


the TH 


‘Tw Ta) Mahal Originated At A Temple 


. 

ine 

which is an exclusive emblem of | = (bi 
3. The edifice is said to have been of . 

oe a ein a 


returning to bia Himalayan abode of Kailas, 


‘Trident (érshul) at Ube psc ofthe Ta) Maul 

4. We have mentioned elsewhere in this book thatthe Ta) Maa 
garden included plants and trees all sacred tothe Hindus. Ameng 
hem is the Bel and Harshringar, the eeves and flowers of which 
‘are considered necessity for Ube worship of Lard Shiva: 

5. The central chamber of the Taj Maal which rae lis 
tocontaa the cenotapha of emperor Shahan un is wife AFfunand 
ana Begun has around it tan quadrangular chambres proving 
‘8 perambulatory passage for devotees 8 | 


4 ee 
entre 
op ete = tare 

(al haem 
epee mec tee rc 
ee ee ar 
seco holes in the mostic flooring for the props which supported 
eerie 
ete city tintin ns re woe 
Ss eae 
- vel ett eile 

~ oS cay ie pp atcoalpeapermed 
eGo reeled 
ae 
ds nae See Or Wh Sst so eee 
et ars pela tele tale 
see eigen i Son 


18, Tavernier mentions the six courts in the Ty 

courts in the Taj Mahal building 
memples woere « bizar used to be beld. It is common knowledge 
‘tat in Hindi tention azars and faire are invarisbly held around 
\ernples which constitute the focal points of Hindu lite 


‘The Tj Mahal Origine An A Temple 


Weis pointed out by some hat tbe 
Maal dome beers the Arabic prstret the Ty 
“God is Grest."* ‘That those words were stencied on the sacra 
pinnacle fer Shahan canmandtred the Hinds ang og, 
ovis epparet from the fact tht the rps of sponse, ue 
inthe red-sone courtyard tht et door nt rat neo 
A the back ofthe marble platform unde hn rene ara 
facing tb river is «ong row of apedoua dead chat ta 
tn edining long coridor raneing slong Ua eis fat 
Sparument row. Those chambers a let we tha 
Central chante, which stalled conan Ube rl rel 
not have been decorated had the Ts) Mahal been an Islamle tants 
‘All visitors are apparently being misled. The corpee of Mumtar, 
if at oll buried in the Ta} Mahal, must neither be in the ground 
floor octagonal chamber nor inthe baseret char 
‘The chambers right oe re 
wich have been haphazardly ved with = 
to contain Hindu idols and inscriptions. ‘Similarly the corridors whit 
may be running along ‘the east and west of the martle plinth under 
the redstone terrsce ‘also seem to have been sealed, Lkewine the 
weer jor: sae and venir ype opis in tbe apt 
tnder Ue restone terrace facing the 
walled up. If those ugly fillings 


underground apartments of ube Ta) Mabil, 
tram the Yamuna river and to une, ded Wit hare 
Hircor drawings, can once again be che light of Me IE 


it used to be in the days before inch 

ih pote tat ight up to tbe verbal ed IT 

teed tories below the marble pint besides a arenes 

storey, ‘i 
4. ‘oes Mab a ifs en 

{form of the Sanskrit tren *“Tejo Maba/ Mine bee 

aie own n Ue epee se ay ees 


s ‘The Taj Maal Is A Temple Pale 
tn the fit place, in Stahjahan's official chronicle, the name of 
the lady mupposed to be buried inside is spelled Mumtazul Zamani 
and not Mumixe Mahal, Secondly, the important, distinguishing 
prefix "Mum" could never be dropped off leaving the stump of 
Taj Mahal” to designate the building. Thirdly, even if one attempts, 
to queen some meaning from the term **Ta) Mahal" it would 
eonnote ‘a exown residence,"* and not a tomb. Fourthly, there 
ia no equivalent term in the entire range of Muslim lore or history 
iad the term “Taj Mahal'” been common, it should have been 
beard afin connection with Muslim tombs or palaces in other parts 
‘of the world. Fifthly the term Tejomahalaya applies to a shrine 
consecrating the 'Tej' variety of the Shiv emblem. 

15, The Batestwar inscription enables us, at least tentatively, 
to trace the 838:year history of the Tsj Mahal to our own day 
1 appears that the Taj Mahal alias Tojo Maha Alaya originated as 
4 Shiva temple in 1185 A, D. The deity, Lor Shiva, was consecrated 
f ik on Sunday, the fifth day of the bright lunar fertnight of 
the Hindu month of Ashwin of that year. Sometin 
when the iconoclastic alin Muslim sultanate was founded in Delhi, 
bo temple was captured, its idol wna uprooted or buried and the 
‘rllding was misused as a palace. We come to this conclusion from 
the first Mogul Emperor Babur’s allusion to it in his Memoirs 
371 yours later (1526), as a palace captured from his predecessor 
Torshim Lodi. Aer Bubur's son Humayun suffered reverse after 
reverse, around 1538 the Taj Mahal alias Tejo Maha Alaya was 
‘woinquerod by the Hindus. We come to this conclusion because 
on November 5, 18865, Humayun's son Akbar bad to reconquer 
the Dethi-Agra-Fatehpur Sikri region by defeating the Hindu warrior 
Homa at the balile of Panipat. Apparently Akbar did not dispenses 
Ae dale royal family of the Taj Mabal because the Jaipur family 
tim ‘is ‘strongest Hindu ally and ite scions, Bhagwandas and 


‘Toe To) Mahal Originated As A Tage 


of its existence, wo may say Uhat tbe Ty Mab 7 
Siva temple and continued to be 80 for about ong 
For nearly 900 years Uheraer i wes tel a 2 
reconverted into a temple. Prom 163 onvarts Uh Ranlede 
Sarine'* (Teo Mala Aleye) stands conrad nto gr 

ard ‘erie 
grave 

16, Besides the trident pinnacle, ther are ober Hind abel 
in the Ta} namely the conch, the lotus and Ube wad Hindu du 
“OM"" in Devanagari character, 

Visitors to the Taj may, notice the Iter om'* woven aba 
relief in embossed Nower-designs on tbe interior mare wi, As 
‘one stands poised at the top of the stars Testing to th baseman 
(to ace what they call tbe ‘real graves’) one may se on th wal 
around the upper marble cenotaph chamber, at chest lve, the 
cvoteric sacred Hindu letter "Yom'* woven into the emomol mare 
flower- patterns. 

Pink lotus pattems on the border of the riled panels thi 
enclose the cenotaphs may also be notin. a 

From the ‘Yom'* and the trident and rows of rooms 
slong the four sides under the marble pint, escarchera may eonlier 
‘whether the Te) Mahal was oe mice of se rt Sa 

Hindu Tantse cult before Mask oecupaton. Te Jo ewe 
which predominates the Agra region is Pepe | 
‘Teja templea and worahip the lustrous Lord Som. 
to the basement chamber 10 9 

‘As one descends the steps an oe 
the so-called real (7) cenotaphs a the ft nding «A 
steps one comes acosn on both ses al reset At 
notice that uhe arch on tbe left and the 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palaew 
= 


others 
Tevdmis and echoes of architecture about. therefore, lok 


a ie Tojo Maha Asya, ass Taj Mabal, ws 2 “*lower"* 
er nn 
ce tee 
Tye madinea, so-called, Mualim tombe and mosques are ancient 
Riven Me eS ane 
Mi ee Ne un ne 
centuries into believing that the Taj Maha) was built a> » tomb. 
tr ning at Net Cor 
a al Or ee te 
fa ce a cr heres vo 
fenton i cae ne oo oe 
ete ie CN eo 
ee eee 
ees es te co ayia 
0 SS Coleg heabeat lees 
Een 


‘Thal the Taj Mahal must be the focal temple - the Tejo Maha 
‘Aye - ofan ancient Hindu township, finds corroboration in Keene's 
‘observation on page 179 of his Handbook. He says, **The To} Ganj 
(ua 8 spot) known sa Kalandar Darwaza, supposed to be that 
‘of gateway in the wall which enclosed the ancient city of Agra 
Shin Mist ha uly corroborate cnr finding 
ares round the Taj Mahal forms part of a very ancient 
Verto of Aga cy. Ths prt of Agra bad ls own Shiva temple 
Sale tbe Teo Maha Any 1 was enclosed by the city walls 
temples used to be in ancient and mediaeval India. In fect the 
a a 1 corrupt Muslim term for some ancient 
bere rete forse ctr gxewny orto what is to 
ror Weateway leading to the Taj Mahal premises. In 

‘ur view the 
Proper frontal approach from ancient. times 


me from the 
pe ‘Tohean) fate Mt stil bas ike massive wooden gate 


{ue the Ta) Mahal, thousands 
, ae = 
OF encient and entwhile Hindu buildings 
ant rdiaeval India have boen under Muslim occupation 


‘The Taj Mahal Originated Ax A Temple 


and made to bear false, implanted i! 


sod forts bal by Mustina. Thaw 12 ta, 
Sheeran remerc of an’ Amare fai Real oat 
Fo bas boon quoted on page 177 of Karnes mine wee 
a cee eee eel 
‘he contra est ofthe Moder emp erreshad ag Reta 
palapepurtctrirr 
distant frontirs Ce. in Spain and 

lend conker 

What Mr, Taylor mean is Uhat ia ands 
sot ida hic, rere, S996) ae 
tngificent' monuments but in Unde cm lands ike Sy i 
tn Arabia tbey bave pretty tle to show of he same ele. 

We pity the naivete of Mr. Taylor and thove of bia kind They 
have been badly duped. What they fave teen mide to blew an 
Muslim buildings in distant Spain and India ere ot Muslim 
constructions at all. Those are all usurped indigenous bullings bal 
‘by local chieftains in ‘pre-Muslim times. They were only appropriated 
‘by Muslim conquerors and falsely ‘represented as their own through 
superficial ‘camouflage nd concocted chronicle, This finding of ours 
should belp Spain ‘repudiate Mustim claims to its ancent balding, 
Mr. M, H. Mills ‘has also scientifically verified that the so calla 
Cardoba mosque is a pre-Islamic edifice in ‘Spain. 

As a point of information we would like to a0 that tbe 
Mahal is s little taller than the so-called ‘Minar in Del 
(On page 174 of his book, Keene note that the dines 
the garden level and the point ‘of the spike (the trident) on the 
main dome is 243.5 (t. while the ‘so-called Kutab Mia 
Tr'238 ft and one inc in beight. Bt aloes Manors me TT 
the topmost point of the trident pinnacle of the pepe) 
tema ele ey do nok rai the eal Mah 9 
scifce including its pinnae. 
pooner come erty rete eas oa a 
of te maf dame,"* ineusing Howe 

$0 even the inscriptions on the spi 
‘Sbahjahan’'s behalf. 


CHAPTER XXV 


‘THE FAMOUS PEACOCK 
‘THRONE WAS HINDU 


WE HAVE observed in an earlier chapter bow the Ta) Hist 
palace had richly embellished central ground floor and basement 
Fhambera, The ground floor chamber hd silver doors, gold malig 
snd an enclosure surrounded by gem-atudded marble sre Gv 
‘rach in enclosure what could it contain ? Tt must eonain smiing 
ually arresting in its richness, A de frame woud pee bol 
er insignificant picture. Similarly, the scintilaing eel rund 


‘and wealthy 00 
ot oaly 10 break the beck of « power 
wr ot on to ee, 
the fabulous wealth that palace 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pa 


yay bad their own pet animal oF bud 

finda dition oe 1s. In Hindu mythology, the eagle, 
pare mori OS er of other birds snd snimal are 
ma Mee ods as ting the motifs of thir 

sated with at this, Muslim religious tradition steietly 
this into 

sudent of 


Tadeo appears thatthe scintillating throne used to be covered 
tp wes canopy and lo a nt of pearls. In denuding the Ta} 
hs uch fabulous wealth tahaban struck a virtual gem mie, 
Taving ccd stone etiice for the burial of his consort, Mumtaz 


and olber members of the harem, 

Tt fabulous Pescock Throne, later spirited away to Persi 
ty the Muslim invader, Nadi Sha, is. no tonger extant. It was 
ivmernbered and disbursed or looted pioce by piece by Nadir Shah's 
feutlng Muslim Iranian descendants precisely because even as a 
plundered iroom the presence of ars idolatrous, infidel throne 
‘wes snuibema Uo fanatic Muslim royalty. 


A description of the Pescock Throne is given by Shahjahan‘s 
fil ernir Multa Aba Hamid Lahr under the account of 
he oN" srr of Stabs reign corresponding to 1696. 
‘tay be recalled bere that Mumtaz had died around 1631 and according 


te ho ait 
ete ag 0 have distributed lot of wealth to 
feety we We understand from the Badshahnama 


‘he Famous Peacock Tore was Hind 

m 
pasange quoted by us in an exrtior ae 
‘munjetan, we are ld, eubestet ea baler eee 

nady sida ae aaa epee 
Stubjahen had easel sk alert pearl oa 

ven yeera of Tis sccenslon hal @id ni inew whl oien 
with Une. He therefore ha fabulous Peace Troe one, 
Soyo Malla Abdul Hamid™ in the order, 
. : ‘course of years mary vadule 
ema had come into the imperial ewe Bowe." A ie mor 
than ordinary nalvete fs needed to beleve in such skulduggny, 
Nobody seems o have bothered to comple, compare, verity ant 
subject such eccounts to close logical scrutiny, If we are ta bli 
in such prodigality, the Moguls must have bad bullion and. yema 
dropping like rain over Ubem alt Ube time. 

Wo may, therefore, ignore tbe abracatabra of Stab having 
‘ordered the throne and instead concentrate on its dimensions and 
the wealth that went into ite making. Even concsing that the 
monetary value of Ube gems and bullion use in thst throne may 
have been exaggerated by Mull Abd Hamid, yet his diseripuan 
should give one some idea of what the ancient Hindu Peeock Tiong, 
‘usurped by Sbahjaban, looked ike, 

According to Sbabjabsn's court chronic’ 1 appears tk 
the Ponock Throne was “Uhre yards Tong, (0 ands tll yeke 
broad, five yards high and se with jewels worth 8 al rire, 
‘The canopy bad 12 emerald colina. On tap of exch PE 
two peacocks thick-set with ruble, diamonds, vera and paar. 
‘Thethrone cost ten milion rupees’ ands sidtobaveln 
in seven years. That ens that thie was yo anole GPUS 
‘bilding the Ta} Mabsl, ‘This is something mom ee 
Arabian Nigbis story. ‘The throne iid 11 Teskaes 
being for the ruler himself. 

‘There is one possible way of finding 
this Dane mate which tinal found wae 


‘Toe Th) Mabil Is A Teepe Palace 
= 
Jee was always supposed to have around 
te at 
ffi occasions. Lord Rama i always shown seated with his queen 
See we bie thre brothers around him. Prom this it seems that 
iar Hinde ruler who ordered the Pescock Throne had nino sons, 
‘Toe 11 recone in the Pescock Throne were meant for hirm, his 
sie and ine sons. If in the pre-Muslim history of India we can 
Tientty much « Hinde monarch Known for bis valour and large 
domain, be could very well be the monarch to have that throne 
mae 
1 could alo be that Chandragupta Maurys's surname may have 
dartved from his Pescock Throne since “Mayura’ means a peacock 
(Go Seoscit) mod Maurya may be a derivative of Mayure. In that 
‘ame tbe famous Pencock Throne usurped by Sbabjaban could be 
Arnoad back st last to Chandragupte Maurya 
Anotber possibilty could be that » Hindu ruler who was both 
f Merary genius and a warrior could have ordered the Peacock 
Tarone, since in Hindu mythology the peacock is the mount of 
both the Goddess of Learing, Saraswati, and the warlord Kartikeya 
Srumi. One such ruler in ancient India known for his valour, 
{clap and devotion to truth, was Vikramaditya, the founder 
vat era in 57 B. C. W may be that the Pescock Throne 
rns etter Sabin et ner wh 
ashes cae by Ring Vikramadit 


CHAPTER Xxvi 


INCONSISTENCIES IN 
THE LEGEND 


CONTRARY to the traditional belie in Uber 

the courts of mediaeval Muslim rulers were fern g gor 
Intrigue, vice, cruelty and torture. There ‘as no acope for the 
promotion of art or other higher valuts of lif in Ut stoaphers. 
All talk, therefore, about dance, painting, music and building art 
having been encouraged is baseless. In fact with the beginning 
‘of Muslim invasions, all progres ceased because most ofthe clzenry 
were worried about their own physical-ecurty and tbe safety of 
their wives and children. In such an atmoyphere of intense terror 
nothing thrives. A building lke the Ta) Mahal presupposes long 
period of peace and prosperity 

‘Mr. Keshab Chandra Majumdar says", “Itimad-d-Dau ater 
cof Nurjaban, tells us hat x many 1x 5,000 women neste i 
Mogul harems... the male issues of some of tbe women tad to 
undergo solitary confinement for Mf.” When such wae the 
of the ruler's own progeny, one can very wall imagine tt 
of the citizenry, # majority of wom baenged to a ran Sot 
culture highly detested by besprsts Besides, we 
sodomy was rampant among 
saasiag how eunuchs formed an peer 
courts, Does not such an atmosphere eed to desolation janigption 
of all art? 

‘What with the incessant warfare they 
of servants they kept, a nobility hiring 
the Muslim rulers in Unda were slvays ant PST iy bah 
"To put it in the layman's terms, they etal TAS eae 


“Mghale te RC Mame 


‘1. P. 8, Imperial Agra of the 


‘Toe Ta) Mahal I A Tore Palace 
a 
Tet te crt exe fret. Wests no doubt there used to 
Tananty repelsed by plundering the citnenry, but it used 
to ee ‘drained away 0 sooner than it was brought in. Thus court 
te we bad and sweld. Infect pressing wants neceaitated raids 
wihe male's poor and defncdess subjects 83. manccuvre of 
saeran. Almost ax soon as the wealth came in, it had to be 
Giversed, The fancied tresure-reserves for fanciful projects lke 
Ca) Maha) to bury # deceased queen in were just not there 
Contrary accounts written by mediaeval Muslim chroniclers were 
cried by the need to fatter the ruler and ensure o steady 
Share of the ruler’s wealth tbe themselves. Basking in the sunshine 
Of royal favour, the so-called chroniclers wangled for themselves 
{cushy job of penlsing the ruler aky bigh and sharing in hia spoils 


A typical instance of how the history of Indian monuments 
and thalr architecture has boen based on wild conjectures is found 
in Keene's Handbook "Alimarian Khan (the governor of 
Kandahar) probably introduced the bultous dome, which some regard 
a 1 marked feature in the decadence of Sarscenic urchitecture in 
India : a striking exumple being found in the dome of the Ta} 
Mahul.”* This shows bow traditional theories are conjectural bubbles 
{nfiatod with eniteas “ protabes."* On page 298, Keene says : °'The 
‘Ceauasth Khamba js blieved to be a tomb of Bakshi Salabat Kohan’ 

(Goubjahan's chet treasurer). The words Chausath Khamba are 
4 non-Muslim term. Ought not students of history to ask themselves 
4 Lo who footed the tills of these expensive mausoleums for all 
‘he Fakir Mobammods and Lakeer Ahmads of Mogul times, including 
scunuchs, Pauzdars, prostituten, faquire, sons, yrandsons and great 
wanisons? Is euch a thing possible within the ambit of human 
future ap itis constituted ? Is it ponsible that thoue who bull 


0 
Pion, tbemaelvea or their children bult palatial tombs for 
Kusne ala the reader on page 150 of his Handbook that 
50 of a 
pe Handbook that. **....two 


tho : 
tar ar tne ny sore of x paasure resort were provided 


pine sw” Wis absurd to imagine that 
K Dbermeving Ube death of hin nee 


tnconsletncion In The Legend 

co 
at state expense for puople to visit and rev ia 
Shahjahan’s despotic era when the subjects counts far ean 
But Ube presence of the pleasure pavilions is yet anol 
proof that the baraderies Corridors) ar thee brsise tT 
originated as a Rajput temple palace, 


ow the whole story ofthe builtin ofthe Ta Mahal att 
and bluster ia apparent from yet another wea ik in th rd 
count. On page 165 of bis Handbook, Kew states, "Nis highly 
probable that tbe remains of Mumtaz (brought from Burhanpur 
‘where they had Iain for sbe months) lay in the temporary tab 
tar the Masjid Boi for about nine years. When the were ially 
removed to this tomb (in the basement of Ub so-called] Mab) 

not authoritatively known,"* Since such an important detail aa 
the removal of Mumtaz's body to its final resting place is mlsaing, 
afterall te pother about Shabjehanbeving ult a monuanea pecly 
for ber burial, tbe question arises whether the Ts} does i fact 
contain Ube remaing of Mumtaz and Shahan’ or whiter tbe 
Ccenotaphs were just meant to be mere scarecrows 10 takrp sn 
ancient Rajput palace 7 

‘Another instance of the pathetic loopholes that riddle every 
single detail of the Shahjahan ined of a Teor 
screens around the cenotaphs. About 
fon page 171. **The marble screen enclosing a ‘octagonal ares in 
the centre of the cootagh cht 
{shahnama, placed bere in 

one pee. thority Ube screen was pac ere Wo 
‘Aurangzeb after be laid bis father's remains teres 


at Shahjahan's own bidding, 
bbe calls the other authorities 


‘motivated by the desire to bask othe 
in wrong in bolding Ubat the 
‘eompetent"* were more 


4 he To) Mahl Ts A Temple Pag 
var haranguh's court, wore trts Of Ube sare feather 
See canon we can dre then I hat the mar 
scree aslo Ure ecosing the sacred Stivling ore precious 
Passo Throne of the Rajput owners of the Ts) plsce. Aurangas 
se tmey the man who would spend any money 07 decorting 
Fished father's camo 
‘Shomar™ sys that» Roranic txt quoted on the queen's toms 
termini with the words, and defend us from tho tribe of 
tations." This ending is siqiicant since our whole pa 
far tw to prove tht th Ty) Mata wae commandeered fom 
sn “unbelieving” family precisely to end that *“tribe."* The choice 
tithe poe for qiotigon Mumtan's tomb betrays the purpose 
‘How a steady barrage of propaganda kept up through centu: , 
‘has resulted fp mislesding and befooling generations of 11) am 
scholars of history and architects into the belief that the poe 
and mugniient mediseval monuments ch hs fa 
= are Muslim, though in fac 
‘belong to an earlier period, may be illustrated from Sk ‘ 
fxprance. In Gupler IV on page 29 of his bok, in devring, 
bia its to monumena in Agr, the author sae, "Tetancd 
the ir damuns one momlag, to. lok ei the sok 
Meat, Being tok a he tombe 
asked one of the bostmen, 


rho ws roving me, who 
who ad bul wt 
odartogetaoel but what appeared to me a new 


Jo Toe Legend 17 
schoisrs ant visitors have been minguided by tbe pratle 
bo people. How palpably absurd the accusation against 
ene Prd Jats is can be seen from the unscathed existence 
c Laem rand the so-called Ttitmad-ud-Daulah tomb, Not that 
of ere ig! Mosiim buldings but ever sacs they wer pat 
the pa Muslim tombs be Jala and Maraihas di oot ao much 

3y them. But somehow propeganda has succeeded in 


1s even serate 
1 Sojecve of making people wrongly belive inthe Moaim origin 


of mediaeval monument’ 
We ourselves had « similar experience as Sieeman. 
hile on a visit to Agra Fort we asked s bearded Muslim, 
bis ablutions with a potful of water, as to which part 
waji ad been incarcerated in by Aurangzeb, In aking 
thet question we only wanted to test the popular version, because 
thin our own mind we were clear that Shivaji had been confined 
Tr Ram Singh's bome outside the fort, But the Muslim even without 
Tatting an eyelid or fumbling for an answer, pointed to # dstant 
spot beyond a partition wall, well within th area oocpied by the 
timy, and therefore unapproachable by vistors. We thin realized 
from our own experience how the lay public and serious students 
or bistory alice have been consistently misled by unserupulous people 
hrough blatant statements not only spoken but officially recorded 
in mediaeval volumes believed to be an suthenbic recor of 
‘ontemporary events 
‘A hat has been said in the foregoing pases about be eno 
to convince even the most eredulous thatthe Ta legend Is #1 


played on a gulible world. Every aspect of it 18 mite 
‘contradictions. The falsity ofthe traditional version; bout the! 

ofthe Ta anal by Sahjshan sands thoroughly exons: Wem 

Aare nats Zecretrch true sn of tea 

originated. wa 
% . svove have shown 0 

number of cues discussed above Mv SOT ie 

sal and cbr 


‘Once wt 
hurrying for 
of the fort Si 


‘Taj Mahal originated as a temple and not 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Patage 


a 
erin ful of the cic ru and ower plants oly to the Rajputa, 
and Ube tbo 

Roferting to the falsity of mediseval Muslim chronicles Keene 
gvecrves™ : tind historians, in attempting to belaud the acts 
of their Kingly patrons, have often committed themselves to 


Atoms wich under the serilht of eubecquet scrutiny are 
found to be absolutely insccurate,"* Keene is mistaken in calling 
ther Indian, They were alion Muslims 

In the subsequent pager be confirms that “the cenotaph of 
Sbahjaban,.. is unsymmetrically placed (p. 172). There are 4 rooms 
ina line along the river face of the great basement (p. 177) 
About these rooms Keene says: ‘The basement rooms are centrally 
situated saline of 14 roams slong the face of the Great Basement, 
lander its terrace; and each of them is connected by a doorway 
With an inner lobby running East and West along their entire length 
From each end of the lobby # staircase ascends to the terrace of 
the Great Basement, where itr entrance clased by red sandstooe 
slabs, ty unsuspected until discovered few years ayo, the clue 
being wives ty a small window overlooking the river in exch of 
the 0 easternmost rooms, The rooms, once freacoed and otherwise 
decorated being now in darkness and infested by bats, cannot be 
explored without a torch or lamp. Whether they originally opened 
On to ghat and gave admittance to the Taj from the river; or 
being provided with windows, were used a1 cool resorts during 
the teat ofthe day, eannot now be decided.”” (Actually the rooma 
smumber 2, not 14) 

‘Toe above is 8 very important clue to how much is hidden 
eam the public i the Taj Mahal. The lay visitor peeping into the 
svotaph chamber comes away satiafied, calling it a day, thinking 
Sat be bas vom the mighty sepulchral handiwork of a doughty 
SBatishan. Bot be in being badly cheated and duped. As Keene 
an Thy ined out, scores of basement chambers lie sealed 
mid stolons slabs, Shabjshan having bad no need for them afler 
Th A ite fabulous Hindu mansion into Muslim tomb got 

Saleh Tous, far from bulling anything, Shahjahan got a 


SCP. IT, Keane's Handbook, ii, the rooma are achaly 


Inconsistencies In Toe Legend 


jaw met on 10 

witha’ mediaeval tomts i indi, tthe gy Mt om 

f= Humayun's,Ilmaduddala's, Saray Anat 
Ae 

Th vihor stand us ag 

resto trace ooking a the emg re th ne 

rn wt tan at ee wt en ie eh 


river-front alone, how many more shoul thane 
basement from the back to the front of the grat easy sre 


e's tomb. 


Th also well ‘marble oth 
The vitor may sso wel ug ht 
rmoms in the taseet of the reise tera be pe 


basements could there be right upto the ground lev Wharw Yamuna 
flows From the ground level to Ube mart pita thew ane 

> with each storey consisting of score of rooms. The 
visitor is not shown any of these, Al thove roams wery dod 
to visitors eversince Shabjahan appropriated that Mindy 
to be used ax a Muslim tomb, Unfortunately, even totiy whan 
we are free, the free citizen of a free India ix wil being deprived 
of bis right of free sccess to all apartments of the grew Ti Mil 
Instead, be is being doped and duped with fairy tats of « fal 
‘Sbahjuhan- Mumtaz romance, 

‘Thst this ban to the basement chambers haw bees lipo 
eversince Shahjahan took over the Hindu mansion in ei 16M 
is clear from Bernier's motings. Bernier wax French visor 
India during Shabjaban's reign. 

Apart from the basement under the redstone terace there mate 
be another huge basement containing many rooms ewan wade ie 
marble platform. ‘The visitor who descends from the tren 
chamber to the basement graves is made to balleve that bet 
fly one dark chamber there enclosing the So Er 
is far from the truth. Tbe darkness there x ambled toe 

¥y vital details from the visitor about 


hiding many 
Many people being in a hurry come 
the marble building consists of only one 
round floor and ome sepulchral charm! 
fare many spacious balls and rooms st 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


a me nandpsk : In the reminder ofthe introg 
habe eonaph chamber ar fOUr 9quare hall, 
riod enc ape, and foar octraonal balls» one Setind each 
pee ale cree 
semaine apaes snd with tbe cenotap chamber 
seth och ther, ek Uhrough them from the square hall giving 
ing a ey char ad ak 1 From ech 
ne et tne 
ccna pasanges of which are similar to those below 
‘Snoe the ground floor of the marble building bas many halls 
sndactsnnal rons itv cear thst they must havetbeir counterparts 
veins tenement underneath If tbe visitor sees no access to them 
srs ine cctral sepuicral chamber in the basement it is clear 
that tho entrances too bave been seated. Thus there is: much 
te lavmtiate, anseal and discover in the basement storeys of the 
Taj Mada! right from the marble plinth to the Yamuna level. If 
fl those chambers in the many basement stories are brought to 
fight i wil fcitae Ue piecing together ofthe story of Shabjahan's 
usurpation of a Hindu mansion 


on aoe 
of the tomb rou! 


‘We would aso like to draw reader attention to Keene's remarks 
{hat the basement rooms bore frescoes and other decoration. They 
bave all boon scrubbed off. This is yet another indication of the 
‘Taj being an erstwhile Hindu mansion. Shahjahan would not build 
scores of omate rooms in the basement and have them sealed! 
Acording to the Bedshahnuma there were four serais each with 
196 rooms in Mumtazabad (which obviously was the name foisted 
(00 the former Jaisinghpura and Khawaspura), and a central chowk 
(square) from which roads branched off at right angles. ‘This is 
further lemony that the ancient Rajput temple palace which is 
‘now mown aa the Taj Mahal was surrounded by other huge buildings 
Sonnectal with a network of roads. That is exactly what the term 

Len ‘Seinifies in Sanskrit. Such huge building complex can 
‘ly be Juslfed If » temple palace is its nucleus. a torn does 
ak oe wach annexes nor can anyone afford them. 


wih he Te eae eidence ro toks and lea dealing 
Tat eign tla trdionsl Ta agen, ‘and establishing 
2 # Wenple palace and not as a tomb, we sbill 


Ioconsstencion In The Legend 
= 

‘bung iat, 

age 9 ot bis tok 


fo concern ourselves with wave of the 

Since Vincent. Smith mentions 6 
Akbar the Great Magu! that 
pon © har th ale bers pace 
who ruled over Agra must have; miccemary 
in the Taj pals abechte owner ra gua se amet 
like Raja Mansingh and Stisingh on whom omuetip othe 
ultimately devolved. According (othe Pesan on tg 
tort wo captured by Mohamad Gham they eee nh 
{com Jaipal. Whosoever ruled the fort, owed the Th palace, hy 
we come to the conclusion that Jail had owed the Ty, and 
lives in it. After him Mohammand Ghazni shuld ve stayed a 
the To) at Jest occasionally though for security reson by mist 
have preferred tbe massive confines of the fort. The others who 
seem to have been In occupation of the mery 26-rom marie 
‘suite of the Taj palace are : Rajpat rulers of the Tuar can who 
came to power after Mohammad Ghamav's invasion, Vishldey 
Chauban, Bablol Lodi, Sikandar Lodi, Bobur, Humayun, Ser Shab, 
Jlal Khan, Humayun again, Akbar, Mansing; Jmaaigh and 
Jaisingh. It was from the last owner, ax all versions invariably 
‘edit, that tbe Taj property was taken by Saban tobe ceavertad 
into « tomb 


In the Agra Fort gallery, facing the Taj, is tiny sass plow 
ciel in thew to mior te yj Mi Oger te 
To) legend have conveniently annexed the device to pre 
Se te eee 

their thousands in 7 
cee etary common and wiley Ral prac 9 


‘The Ts) Mahal Is A Temp 
2 Prlace 


fort because it was 8 Hindu fort. a 
sparen ner permite socess during internment tg 
vite for wbich overooks tbe Ts). It is, Uberefore, 

Mout during detention he consoled himself by cate 
of the Taj in the tiny glass piece. A further abou 

nssency is. woul! an old monarch, bent with ag, stay 
to an the tine to strain hi bedimmed vision, and. peer inte 
ti as plce with his beck to the Tj to catch 8 Nevting, reflected 
[mre ofthe Taj when be could as well have a clear, full, strigh, 
fad direct view of it seated comfortably facing the monument 
thot would not such a stance give him a pain in the neck? This 
fa yet soother Instance of bow students of history, archaeologists 
tly visitors have never bothered or cared to take stock of 
the Ine bits of the Taj legend, and tried to rearrange them to 
fd out wheter they add up to at least a coberent and cogent 
acount, even if itis. 


‘A.government peon, Aneesh Ahmad, informed us that the tiny 
mirror was fimd there by his father Insha Alla Khan, about §0 
‘years ago to illustrate bow mirror- pieces decorated those walls under 
‘the Hindu rulers. Therefore the legend that Shahjaban used to s0e 


Resetetion of the Ta in that mirror is of course a crude, cruel 


pet 
to argue 


‘Since readers may yet m better idea of the results achieved 
ty the time, Iabour and money spent on mediaeval memorial 
‘monuments by comparing them with similar recent projects, Let 
Tang, niar® Mahatons Gandhi's samadhi with the ‘Taj Mabal if the 


‘ater Isto be tlioved an original tomb. 


Srutructing it. Roughly, therefore, the time, labour 
Tow exppeviod ehsta Gandhi's Samadhi tally with tbe 
On Ub0 Ty) And ye nets 0F te time, labour and money spent 
Seonath) wandy ng ROME Vasly different, Mabstma Gandhi's 


Inconsistencies In The Legend 


= 
snd a wider region. In addition to 
Taj is aloo believed to have had geo neg maou, tg 
railing and silver doors, Readera can wel ait eo wt 
these. It wil amount to a fabulous, nt ofa 
cv al the Mogul emperors totter ead a era eh 
much on a single monument, Besides, who wo inne 
wealth on monument which would be the aun of fuss eat 
iments? Moreover, auch lnvsben mil apilce ey 
temples or palaces which ean and do bave wach magi 


Both, the entrance from the redtone quairang into they 
grounds as well as the entrance to the cenotaph camber fe south 
Had the Taj been an original sepulchre, its entrance shoul fave 
foced the west, because Islam allows communion with Aah foe 
both the living and the dead, only from the direction of the Kaba. 
‘This is a very important clue to refute the tradiona ci Uk 
the Tu) Mabal originated a3 tomb, 
Mediaeval Muslim monuments are almost always monqits and 
tombs, except in a few cases, At the outset Mt appears strange 
‘hat 2 Jong line of he et a a ca 
jore but seldom palaces. Tt is stranger ‘wus 
Foo balk palatial tomb for his predecessor, aconling to current 
tradition, also thirated for Use predecessor's bod while the ater 


six months, be died. He could hardly boast of # 


is a buge pal 
and yet bis so-called tomb in. Debi 
surrounded by three defensive walls. ‘Nkbar, the 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


puntings are palaces and are entirely in the 


to be: Tat 5 ows Yrenembered. From this it bocomes 


temple at care Ne ibs do not represent 

mauacleur, That is why the tom! repr any 
ea oe of proportion tothe importance of tbe individuals 
ssiformity orsemet commemorate. Tbe turmoil and the desdly 


froiat of commemorating # deed predecessor, than on winning 
The war of succession? And who would supervise the building 
‘construction, and bow would be do it ? 

1 may be noted that the so-called Humayun Tomb in New 
‘Det sll forma part of what is called the ‘Jaipur Estate."* Tk 
‘wus, therefore, one of the temple palaces which the Hindu ruling 
feniy of Jaipur beld in Delhi. The Ta} Mahal also was a temple 
police owned by the same family in Agra. Architecturally, both 
‘are similar, except that the grandeur, magnificence and delicacy 
(of the Taj surpestes that of the Delbi monument. 

‘The undisputed ownership of Jaisingh over the ‘*Taj"* before 
was taken over by Soahjahan, ig a very crucial detail. In fact, 


Incoxsistencion In Toe Legend, 
palace end misused it as a tom, * 


‘Though we have observed: that ‘ 
the ise, ye there ae evr tbe pee eal en 
contention that the Taj Mahl originated as 5 reinforen cue 


Inside the Taj Mahal the palace, 
Gee ‘ntie tapestry is mae up of Indian Nord 


Hid the Taj been an original tomb, Shahjahan 
have allowed tian oa to farm tn tear fear ee 
design inside the mausoleum of hia wife. Iti dle 1 argos ta 
because the workmen employed on the Tj appene to be Hindus 
their motife got incorporated jn the Ta} design. It must beremembered 
that it isthe person who pays the piper that calls tbe tne, Mareen, 
‘when it is a question of the peace of Ube departed soul, aymbole 
and motifs of 8 detested religion would never have boun allowed. 
to be incorporated in the ornamental pattéens of the Ta. In fit 
the whole idea of having such a Juxrious tm bull and ving 
decorative patterns made inside it is frowned upon in Ilamie religion 
and tradtion. But Shabjeban ad no alternative but to put wp with 
them since be had taken aver a ready-made *‘besthen monument. 
‘Those who argue that mediseval Muslim rulers freely sllwed 
adoption of the Hindu style and art in their monumenta must consider 
that even in this 20h century, when the wlge of orthodoxy ba 
considerably blunted, no group of Muslims wil ever dare or cae, 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 

a 
Maslin structures 
cof those buildings. 4 
What is worse is that in innumerable instances when these 
and architects became aware, to their utter discomfiture, 
retmivary to written claims the buldings existed even before 
the death of the persons whose tombe they were supposed to be, 
‘hey explained them away by the speculation that the deceased had 
“dag” tir own graves and raised their own mausoleums in advance, 
‘Thus Hoshang Shah's tomb in Mandu (Central India), Akbar's 
tom at Skandra, the Chini-ka-Rawza in Agra and of Ghiasuddin 
‘Tughik in Delhi are said to be essays in auto-tomb-building by 
the respective monarchs who cared s hang for anybody or anything 
‘while alive and who went through their lives as though they alone 
‘would never die. Itis the height of absurdity to believe that tbe 
deceased monarchs or courtiers built their own tombs. Nothing 
‘an be more ridiculous and puerile. The straight, true and cogent 
‘@planation is that captured, Rajput-bullt mansions of old were 
sed for the burial of Muslim monarchs. Since it did not sound 
‘yery decent and dignified that august monarchs who had lorded 
{it aver during their lifetime were not provided a fitting burial by 
—. the latter have Jef false accounts of having built 
ee eee eee teberotan Akbar's tomb. Historians 
realized thot statements like those of Jahangir 


teseve mediaeval mosques and tombs to be original 
"vthout feling the necessity to go into the origin 


a pet hs : 
Uh cm te at ong ar en: Tir Prence rene 
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a 
nding Unt the aj Mahl ano emp e pro 


town. ‘Toe main entrance ta the 
in als from the masivegaewey ot ee ance a 


‘The existence of a ghat and fe 
‘oan pra ohne omen otros 
palace. The 22 underground chambers while being redundant. in 
4 tomb are necessary in # temple palace. The same can be anf 
‘bout the Basai Lower and the many annexes which have boon 

oa re 


While all accounts argee that before Shahjahan took i over, 
the Taj property was owned by Jaisingh, they differ hopelessly 
concerning the mode of acquisition. We have already sean that 
‘Shabjahan's own official chronicler Mulls Abdul Hamid has recorded 
that the Taj palsce was acquired in exchange for some landed estate 
‘elsewhere in Shahjahan's dominions. But B. P. Saksena records 
in his book that the plot was "‘soquired for « nominal pict." 
Significantly enough, Abdul Hamid falls to point out whieh plot 
where was given in exchange, ax Saksena full to say what Ut 
nominal price was. 

‘Shahjahan had no scruj 
to be written, This fact is known 


rebel ‘his ceigming fatbor 
Shahjaban had turned a a Ee 5 


the ltter'a eben 
written at ety 


therefore, if fanciful 
‘Taj Mahal were fabricated 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palsce 


s 
Mahal, it could only have been 
so-called Rat a the latter constructed. Tt ig 
in ries ot Ula ofthis view that Mahammad 
cei other invaders have gone on record 
Chama Tanti ing nto India they wsped in wide-eyed 
at on ver gata, not to tal of Hs grand Compleg 
onder er Mar othe mastery and aki achieved in India 
imitive. Imposing monuments 
a indian Khatriyas ruled Weat Asia. But 


Sirens ea 
fhe panuh of art was tabooed and all education came to an end 
age proup baded by adventurous marauders not finding the 
‘wher to ive or pursue any pesceful occupation in their own 
andunds ext covetlous eyes on lands like India abounding in 
wath 

Tunetsin has recorded in hia autobiography that while 
smassacrng the Hindus be used to spare stone masons and other 
tuildng workmen and artists to be driven across the Punjab and 
‘ther norther regions to West Asia to build tombs and mosques 
8 gran asthe monuments he found in Inia. 

Sioce Tamerluin and all otber invaders followed # set pattern, 
‘Tunercin's observation is reminiscent ofthe practice ofall mediaeval 
Moslim invaders of forcing bundreds and thousands of Indian 
caftemen to yo to West Asia, get converted to Islam, and settle 


down to build monuments in West Asian lan 
ids wit a 
‘s04 woul plundered from India. ze tent. a 


falsehoods 


‘Thase who believe that the Taj Mahal derives ite name from 
‘Mumtaz Mahal lying buried in it are mistaken, Firstly, sbe may 
rnot st all be buried in it. Secondly, ber name wax not Mumtaz 
Maha) but Mumtaz-ul-Zamani. Thirdly, in the Persian scrip tht 
name of Mumtaz ends in **2'* while that of the To} in ''; hence 
the word Taj is not derived from Mumtaz, Fourthly the proper 
Muslim term would be Mahl-e-Taj, not Tx) Mabal, Like a beni 


tush garden of rare fruit and flower trees, silver doors, gol alin, 

gem-studded marble grils and # resplendent Peck Throne «ie 

wall echoed the hurry and bustle of « powerful Rajput ring fami 
‘The visits that streams of visitors pays 

hurrying from Agra railway station or the bas 


farther deadened by the many parole Bort 
his or ber ears by voluntary or pal 


“The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


= 
vsnoriv wo thoroughly dazed, stupetied, confused, overnwed 
alee a forget that around the Basement tombs, the 
se Nor exon dn Ube frat oor above the cenotaphs 
roe 


eee 
opera re eS et 
eS 
ov hy parle 


Visitors coming sway from the Taj generally carry the impression 
that there fs just one room in the basement for the graves and 
smother above thet for the cenotaphs. They express surprise if 
fold Ut on the Uree marble floors toyether there are 23 rooms 
and inside the marble plinth are 1089 rooms which add up to the 
Aimensions of temple palace. 

But that is not all. Below the marble platform down to the 
thesemont under the Yamuna level are perhaps three more floors 
‘made up of scores of rooms 


As one proceeds from the city towards the Taj, even while 
the outermost entrance to its precincts is yet half a mile away, 
‘208 ses a redstone tower half buried in the ground on the 
Jt aboot ten yards from the road... From the stone towe 
fan be seen jutting out and dis 
‘0 angle clique to the axphalt 5 


right 
ra wall 
wppearing in the rising ground at 
preach road. On either side one 
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At the outermost entrance to the s 
nprsces by the asphalt rad trom the ey ane: one 
redone pavilions. All this shows Uht they tar fe ae 
tar fro bag 
a0 tomb formed the epicentre ofan ancent Ag 

Shahjshan's temperament being unsble tg eee 
ovnersip of & fairyland temple-palac, be dated te pling! 
unsuitable for habitation any longer and pe 
mausoleum. The Taj Mahal i therefore, yet another lak fo the 
1000-year-old medisevalIstamie tradition in India of tbe conver 
of conquered Rajput palsces and temples into tombe. The sane 
is reposted in nearby Fatehpur Sik, 

‘The minds of some bave become 20 throughly condoned to 
the traditional Taj legend that Ubey would rather be let ndlatartad 
in smug contemplation of Shahjahan's mythical Jove for Mumtax 
1s having led to the creation of the Ta}, than be asked to mbattute 
it by what may soem a Jess romantic but true scoount of the origin 
of the Taj. In fact the concept of the Taj having originated ax 
1 temple-palace is both more romantic and plausfble than the en 
that it is 2 dolefal monument. But even 30, for thane who prefer 
delusion to history, and dogma to truth, there is nether may cure 
nor appeal. Such may include both lay readers as wel ws thowe 
‘who are called students, experts and scholars of history. Others 
with an open mind will of course ponder over the evidence sxsamtied 
in the forgoing pages. 

‘The present book must not, however: fedrtvecd ote 
word on the story ofthe beg iret ST 
Mahal. In fect it is only the first in # 
sim to have succeeded in dicomring bt 
‘ot 8 Muslim tomb of the 17th century’ 
‘Whether was orginally bulk axa temple orale oF ami Ba 
complex we are not yet sure since we ck tb rare SRO 


oT Mtl Tele gg 
= 
ihe Shabjahan commandeered the bai 

ary aeeeppiateet- 
Be tiny corsbrted Uhogh al not 
st nda re emmisoned the Ding 

Toler we came across the so-called Bateshwar inscription 
pmnonng hat  erytal-white temple dedicated to Lord Shiva had 
Tete tes ead 15 4.0 

ATFs fret taro of cer rss 
ot of the Government's archaeology department to trace the Hindy 
Firtory of the Ta] Mabal. We have a strong suspicion that Shahjahan 
Jur biden valuable evidence about the Hindu origin of the Taj 
Mahal in the marble platform, and beneath the chamber which is 
‘said fo contain the real grave of Mumtaz. Keene has stated that 
AION Gelinas tg o Unt socey od brn seed 
Tot tog own thw ste Ita th reese a 
at or Bute jr portion of tht storey ying inety 


tundernenth the marble platform has been sealed by Shahjahan with 
‘rick wd lime, 


‘Hod Stahjahan nothing to hide, he wouldn't have sealed the 
{2% sna tn mare platform down to the Yamuna river 
‘ere aed slv0 ponsitly tbe basement. under the ground surface. 

None should 
8 Pre: Shahjahany 
(tle ly trae ts pre-Shahjahan history, 


inte " 
town a Maing 


in value merely because the court has 

who the owner of the stolen property 

Pear bet tO the Taj could well form another 

‘eat Sahay Dlg i eae ing dioproving the popular belief 

I Pleting ont the Sisslor constitutes the first very important 
Woda na cay Sor fare rere, 


ete aie 1 fad out 


Ste to point out that the creator 
M ruler. One very valuable aid 


Inconsistencies In The Legend 


for fre rearch ov yu 
the very #00 nd Yh Joneses 

‘ is 
evidence unraveling Ube mysiry sou the orn oe ge 
The fur rocaber sel ota laa 
beck of the mare ptr a he Ta a ee 


cad he wil ee stairenses ty ether of which he may enh dong 
to the storey undemeath 


What one sees inside iv astounding. On the riverside i fist 
1 row of 22 stately rooms wit their vals and cen ml ari 
ancient Hindu paint patterns, The riverside wal-siae ventator 
have been hastily sealed with brick and lime by Shahjaban, ‘This 
thas been 90 crudely done that the filing remains unpasere sod 
even has cavities for scaffolding. Tha shabhy acene serves at an 
anti-climax because while historical fiion ha for thre ong cnturer 
credited Spabjahan with raising a fabulous, pealy while, 
soft-to-the-touch marble mauscleum, the hidden ehambars revel 
that be haa been a cruel usurper and desecrator who did not hele 
to scar the magnificent building with crude walig-up ofall nether 
stories. Ths is graphic proot of bow Indian itor bas been Kirn 
Lopsyturvy when India was under fordign domination 
12 18 A in wit and 20 
‘The rooms vary in size from pees 
to 2 N. in length. The eeling may be bout 12.0. hs a 
rooms are rendered dingy and dark ty Shabjahan’ bag fet 
nen tbe two ron doors at 
the stately ventilators. Only wt Pretec) 
of the staieases on either flank are open do 
of light. 
‘Shahjahan bad even taken care 
sts placed over thir entrance in he reins 
were removed during subsequent Brit wt be 
that line of rooms running park 16 OOO side san ely 
bout 320 f. Adjacent to the rooms, of OS tam. The 
Jong corridor rendered pith dirk TY SA ng, He ier Ck 
corridor in about 8.5 ft. wide ‘on te teeane Ho 
‘marble plinth begin® he corer 
ods jst where ho ep Te 
In that wall (supporting the marble PT Ty eden TO 
two doorways at ita easter 604 TST iy tase 
=e smeditely under 
lead to the storey 


hat we fave 


‘The Taj Maal Ie A Temple Pata 


ie. 
reve 


hase Fe 


‘This lo grape ecample of how very grossly remiss has the 
archwoslogy department of the Government of India been. Every 
Your they must be spending millions of rupees on excavations in 
‘iM open country far sway from their administrative centres and 
yee they have steadfastly avoided opening up the stories of the 
‘Tyj Mahal from the redstone terrace downwards to the ground level 
tind perhaps even to the basement lying underground below the 
riverbed level, Removing he brick (lings in the two doorways 
mentioned ubove won't cost even a paltry Rs. 100/- and yet very 
Yaluable evidence regarding the Taj Mahal itself and other aspects 
of its history may be hidden inside in the form of inscriptions, 
scriptures, trensure, idols, and mysterious stairs leading to other 
Didden apartments and stories 

ur discovery that the Taj Mahal far from being a 17th century 
Inlernic mausoleum, is a much more ancient Hindu temple palace 
is having wide repercussions. Several travel agencies and guides 
fave since ceased referring to the Taj Muhal as a monument of 
‘sensu Jove, On special request official xuides inform the visitor 
‘of our version of the Taj ax against the traditional concoction. 

‘Another wignificant reaction was reflected in a speculative report 
carried by an Uniu daily of Pakistan titled Nuwa-i-Wagt in one 
of its iawues of February 1974, The report voiced the fear that 
the Government of India intended renaming the Taj Mabal as Ashok 
Mahal. The report sparked off a debate in Pakistan's National 
Assembly when member urged the Pakistan Government to lodge 
* Protest with the Indian Government against renaming the Taj. 


= Ick of misunderstanding pervades the whole issue. 
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Indian Government fag = 
Firstly, the indian Government as bene 
‘Taj. Secondly, even the Indian Go per 
arbitrarily rename the Taj Mahal Asbok Mab! unas tron 
trcarch first entabshon tht the Ta) Mil ur ee 
by the ancient king Asbok. ‘Thirdly, even ifthe Ta re es 
to bo renamed Pakistan should have nothing to 40 with taraune 
the Ta} Mabal is Indian property, Fourthly the 390d et 
Uhat the Lrm Ta Mabal Tlie bcme it driv fe Mae 
is self misplaced. The term Mumtaz ends in a “x while the tarm 
“toj’ ends in w *Y* which clarly indicates that "TH baa 
to do with Moma, Moreover ita highly doth wea Mamas 
ia ot all buried in the Taj since her grave is stl intact tn far 
away Burhsnpur and also because in the entire Shabjahan legend 
no date is mentioned for Mumtaz's fancied burial in the Tj. ft 
is also significant that the bulling was referred toa the °u* 
coven prior to Mumtaz's burial in it as noted by tbe contemporary 
French visitor Tavernier. 


CHAPTER XXVI 


eT OF EVIDENCE ) 


( BALANCE Sit 


WN TINS chaptor we recapitulate and wun 
oth for md agninet Une traditional loyend, 
remor the hollownen and falsity of 
sevens the atrength and quantum of the evidenco we have boon 
sible Xo errata to etabioh that the 
Aernple-palice. whi 
with only superficial changes to nerve 
conor 


onal Taj le 


i) Mahal tv an anclont Hindu 
Wax commandeered by 


hahjahan nnd wood 
mb for ono of hig 


Th favour of the current belief that it. wax Shahjalan who built 
the Ti) Mahal we concede only three points 
‘without wubstantial rosrviti 


4. Weadmit that thorw are four nepulcheal mounds in the centea) 
‘hamber ani the marble basement of the Taj which look like Muslim 
omy, and could vary well be thon of Mumtaz, ono of the thouss 


ot 


‘of conworts of Shahjahwn, and of Shahjehan hin 

this, we aball now point out oUF reservations, 
that many uch mounds wre fake, Such mo 
een found on tho terrncen of hiv 


wll. After conceding 

Tt iy woll known 
dy have sometimes 
toric buildings where no dowd 
mv that no specific burial 
highly doubtful whether 
riod in mentioned ay between 


Aalance thee of Kvldenem 


2. The other point in favour 


‘variably individual interested nearing an eany ving by 

tani umouring the cruel. despots under whom they Hd, You 
hahjaban's own court chronkdler Malla Abdul Tlamid Labor) 

‘wwexquivoeally admits hit Arjumand Banu Bagum alin Mute og 

buried in Manuingh’s palace, 

Viaving noted bow lame even the scanty three polnta bs ould 
bo mlvanced i favour of the trnditional vursion of the Tal Ma 
‘are, wo oball eumimarizo tho weighty evidence that we have marta 
{n the foregoing pages 

‘Wo havo cited five direct proofs to eataiish that hey le 
an ancient Hindu palace, These are : 

1, Shuhjahan's own court chronicler Mulla Abi Haun 
ndminslon, 

2, Mr, Nurul Hasan Siddiqul's book, The City of Tj, reer 
the same position, 

bad 

3, Tavernier's testimony too establishes that Jfty Palin 
‘ven obtained, and that it was a world tour attraction even before 
Mumtaz’s burial, 


4. Rnjror. Stan's grat ert gis, Ma 


Memoirs refer to the Ta} Mahal 104 years: 
whose tomb the Taj iy euppased 40 be. 


‘The Toj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


ery et prot a DF 
Frey ae To Mab mems crow pals Or resplendent 
see (oats Age) a at tay 

2 reign was as full of turmoil and warfare a 
Bat motets pce, xcrty oF inclination to Imunch on such 
fr anbloas project asthe Taj Mubal 

{4 Spahjshan's lechery and profligacy ruled out any special 
guatmet 12 Momtaz, whose mausoleum the Ts) hat been 
misrepresented to be, 

6 Suhjtun was cruel, bard-bearted and stingy; ax such be 
could ever bave the artist's soft heart and a eral patron's 
frovronity to lavish wealth on 8 bung to house a corpse. 

10, Mall. Abdul Hamid Labor, the court chronicler. mentions 
to archtet, and estimates the cost of the work done to be only 
Rs. 400,000 which coary shows that no new building waa erected 

11, Stahjshan, whore reign was supposed to be a olden poriod 
of history, her nok eft even a scrap of authentic 
onstruction of the Taj Mabsl. There are no authentic ordera 
emmissioning the Ts), no correspondence for the purchase or 
sepislon of the 2o-clled ite, no design drawings, no bills or 
‘receipla and no expense account sheets. Some of those usually 
Produced or referred to have already been proved to be forgeries. 

12 Had Shahjahan really been the conceiver of the Ts} Mahal, 
be oon nok have spacily instructed Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahort 
0k Wo forge mentioning or describing iis ‘construction’ in the 
Official chronicles, because the grandeur and majesty of the Taj 


© the finest achievement of a ruling monarch could never be lost 
‘oh of by w paid court chronicler. 


13, That Shahjshan could not even in bis wildest dreams conceive 


Wadertaking much « yorgcous project is apparent from the fact that 


frm the Muslim accounts tel) us that be mi 
cae. race inde the workers toil 


‘Balance Sheet of Bvidence 3 
‘g0 even the edditions and alterations required in 
Save ta the serablance of a Must Lomb were maisty eaanty 
vremarers to tol for rar iiangre fd dees lad ee 
evies on subservient chieftains by imposing 
14. Ifa stupendous monument like Uhe a) Mahal were 
wait forthe burial fs conaoe es Sel au 
date and it would not go unrecorded, But nok only fs tbe bara. 
date not mentioned but even tbe approximate period during which 
‘prjumand Banu Begum may have been buried in the Ty) Mal 
‘aries from six months to nine years of her death, 
15. Mumtaz was married to Sbajohan when the liter wan 
‘21 years old, Roysl children in hia times ust tobe mari much 
tefore they entered Ueir tons. ‘This shown that Arjumand Bana 
roe Sbahjhan's umpteenth wife, There was thus no rasan why 
The should have been buried in a special monument, 
16. Having been 8 commoner by birth Arjumant Bana wat 
pot entitled to a special monument, 
17. History makes no special mention of any out-of-tbe-wny 
romance between the two, unlike that of ahr 
attachment oF romance saa 
that tbe atary of thei loves 8 
and Nurjaban. ‘This shows to 
seeking to justify tbe myth about the 
her body. 
‘been ane, Be 
18. Shahjahan was no patron of arts Het te ee 
would not have hod the heart to chop off the a a we 
are said to have toiled to “ells RE so oe 
art lover, especialy ane diseonssite 
not indulge in an ony of malin Nf lee cles 
story ia apparently true becouse + "ei, 
tations on a palace usurped from 1 
infuriated workmen broke out in revolt 


infatus Mumtaz. In ft ee 
we an er wo om 


20, The existence of the landing 
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eo 
narbe palace wit which Is superfluous for a tomb 

{© The plan tale with ancient Hindu architectural design and 
specifications 


55, The entire Tx) building consists of over 1000 rooms slong 
ts comidors, in the two basements, on the upper floors and in 
fts numerous towers, which clearly bears out the contention that 
ft was moant to be a temple-palace. 

4, The many annexes, guard and guest rooms, 
that itis» temple-paloce. The pleasure pavilions in the Taj premises 
could never form part of a tomb but only of a palace 


5. Too Taj complex houses « pair of Nakkar Khanas, i.e. 


drum houses, Drum houses are not only superfluous in a tomb 
‘but is m positive misfit because a departed soul needs pence and 
rest, On the other hand # drum house is # necessary concomittant 


of a emple-palace because drum beats are used to berald royal 
arrivals and departures, summoning of the townsfolk for royal 
‘announcements and proclamations and announce divine worship time. 


25. The Ta) building complex also contains a cowpen which 
used to be part of all Hindu royal and temple premises 


2, The Sanskrit words "Kalas" and *‘pranchi"* (fenced off 
‘open apace around the dome and other structures) would never 
have been in the Taj premises had it originated as a Muslim tomb. 

28, The decorative patterns and motifs throughout the Ta} Mahal 
‘are not only entirely of Indian flora but also of sacred Hindu emblems 
{ike the lotus, which infidel characteristics, according to Islamic 
ballets, would never allow any peace to the soul of the Muslin 
Indy, if any, lying buried benests, 


25. The jalleries, arches, supporting brackets and cupolas are 
‘covleely in the Hindu style auch aa can been seen all over Rajasthan. 


3. Lhe every thee muplcous aspect of the Ts), is pecad 
‘of comatruction is variously stated Lo be 10, 12, 13, 17 or 2 years, 
‘hich msn proven that he tronal story is conction 


4}. Eves Tavernior's testimony that be saw the commencement 


fund Ue and of this work, while 
4s, weakening the traditional case, 


atance Soet of Evidencn 


132, The reports that Shabjahan Jeviad 
and Maharajaa and thet the so-called, (am mets 98 Ras 
2 ering) work 
on over 10. 12, 18, 17 oF even 2 yeaa areal vay pa nee 
We fully socept them, They fit in with our exe pliers: 
was to0 shrewd and hard-heeded to spend anything oop 
tressury, and would ove no opportaniy of viral is own 
the local people, be made politcal cata even on of tr ac 
of bis own wife. While on the one hand be ecm te ae 
tnd Maharaja to pay forthe alterations tothe temple: pulane ony 
ty one of their own kith and kin, 20 tha it my be canard 
into a tomb, be mode the labourers and artisan Ul on a tage 
ration. That is why the transformation work dragyed on a wale 
poce over a long period. 

283."The designers are variously mentioned by Wester stars 
to be Europeans, and are claimed by Muslims tobe Muslin, wile 
the Imperial Library Manuscript contains Hindu nares. What year 
proof is needed of the utter falsity ofthe traditions Ty tay? 

34. The Taj Mabal bad a grand garden. A graven eer 
boasts of luscious fruit and fragrant flower tree, since the Met 
‘of enjoying the fruit and flowers of a graveyant orchard is rvlig 
"The garden could therefore, only have been the alin of «ple 

135. The trees, moreover, were thoge bearing Sanaa mene 
‘and select sacred plants at that, like Ketali, aly dey Champa, 
Mavlashree, Harsbringar and Bel. 

96.The designer of the Taj is unknown. = 

47. Far from causing bim any expentre, tbe 3} rome 
to be a veritable gold mine for Sahshan. Wie Assan Se 
was buried in a stripped, cold, ston tame PME gy 
was robbed of all its costly trappings: whic 
‘Shabjahan‘s treasury 

38, Th Tj Plone in 
and Khawaspura which are Rajps = 
in Sanslet signifies a busy lclty and nat a9 2°) 

13 is sometimes claimed, ss ow oi 
39. Too Taj Mahal entrance facet south : 
Dbulding it should Taave faced west, 
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40, te decorative and marble work tallies exactly with the 


tn the Aner (i 
41, The Tr temple palace has various otber annexes outside 

is outer peripheral ralstone wall, meant for courticrs and palace 
42. AXter on his early visits to Agra used to stay in Khawaspury 

Iisnghpure, which clerly shows that he stayed in the Ty) 


lor to Shahjahan's court, tells 


6. Rernive, another forvign vis 
we Wat the nether chambers had a rare mays and np 
non Muslin was allowed entry to them, That shows the hush-hush 
sccrncy maintain about Lhe 


44, ven the term Taj Mahal doesn’t figure in any Mogul court 
seen 

4 An Pnjish-vistor, Peter Mundy who was in India only 
for stout * yoor after Mumtaz"s death mentions the Taj Mahal 


Of the mont spectacular buiklings 


merible such points could be brought up in favour of our 
antention but we believe we have said encouyh to drive the point 
ame to the render 


Shubjahan's ancrilege ofthe Hindu Tj temple-palace by misusing 

sewn Ialnle graveyard ought to be rectified by removing Arjumand 
Hare'y remains, if they relly are in the Taj Mabal, to her original 
fem, sl exiating in Burhanpur. Likewise, Sbahjahan's remains 
shasit aloo be interred in or near his wife's grave, since all versions 
Gils tht he wan deeply attached to ber, To do academic justice, 


Se Tal Mia should then be cleared of the cenotaphs and re-cones 
Med as Stive vemple 


CHAPTER xvi, 


lODOLOGY THAT LED 
TO THE DISCOVERY 


DURING OUR discussions with eminent histone we hen found 
hem side-trveking the ismue of the soundness of our Mestal 
discoveries by questioning the valiity of our metholdagy Tat 

iude of finding some fault or the otber to avold the uth 
iustrated by the Aesop's Fables story in which a wl bring made 
up bis mind to devour « lamb socused the litter orlaltr's ther 
of maligning the wo. We, therefore, red tbe works of some lading 
lights of historical methodology who command Ube imple ened 
and allegiance of teachers and professors of history allover the 
world 

Iinayine the pleasant shock which we experienced when we ound 
that the masters of the subject have emphasized the very prieiplan 
which we have been instinctively following and stressing in our 
historic discoveries. Contrarily, the very teachers and professors 
find researchers of history who swear by those masters’ mths 
have Nouted almost every principle which the latler stress as very 
important. That explains why Indian history, a» currontly taught 
and presented, abounds in misconceptions galore af the mensions 
of serious errors. 

A few instances of theve errors are : 1- The serion HOt 
Akar waa great and noble, ough birds lye i 8 
‘great grandfather’ of the tyrannical Aurangaeb. 2 pairks 
like Ser Sah and Ferozshal Tughlak Relate ne! 
forts, palaces and townshipa and presiding Over 
hough tr ne mre ler nel urd 


1. Read thie author" bok ed WD Saye Abie Me Or 
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™ 
to ree tht the so-called mediaeval Must tant 


Simi nda style are all pre-Muslim captured Hingy 


eke ae te Feu of # total neglect of some very 
aha tnethodology. The first requirement. of 

ee type approsch, Prof. W. HL. Waly 
= historian reeds a statement in one or the other 
wise ‘xd soures’ be does not automatically accept it. Hig 
Taine to i, if be knows bis jod, is always critical. He has to 
‘ded wbstber or not to believe.” 

(stingroad compare’ a hstorian's procedure with that of a 
itecive, Prof, Walsh adds, "The case of the historian is exactly 
alld. He ako must be prepared if necessary to doubt even his 
‘mast beets.” 

‘Warring the bstrian against guliblty, Prof. Walsh obeerve,* 
"We can baieve that there is good evidence for the past without 
Ttivig that any propositions atout it are beyond question 
cee erm 1 be eatablished : They are 
eve simpy given, "* 

Metodologints’ Langlois and Scignbos advise historians to 
oo with an a priori distrust. The historian, 
pola by doubting. In Indian historical research 
Se cre at, onan, centrations and absurdities he 

Masa ee ntetiond or have been glossed over. For 
Pore iy hanay ot he Katob Minar was bait by 
hues pag ko Alauddin Khilji or by Ferozsbab 
hock | 

ce? ©. S. Schiller, also affirms,* **Doubt 
25 Poxert to research and so to discovery: 

{ruth falls to satisfy us."* 

‘rst empbaais id on "dou 


Methodology That ad To The Dorey 

~ 
and on the detective-type approch in 
of historical methodology, Indian histories are tenn ma 


mere pancgyrics. Sir H. M, Eliot! “4 
inert frauds." Dr. Teshor cnsden ean aa 88 


pap: 
Tics rsa, tay ren ea 


bis own name to an oocupld building, and 
Mo aren cra a, 
security to Dull: and i ata be ba, ohy We deta 
soon afterwards. In the same qulile vein, Abmedsbad is crate! 
to Abmadshah, and Firozabed to Piromib: If wich bs the bas 
of our historical conclusions, then Alhabed must be ania vo 
have been founded by Allah himself. 

‘The other essential for historical research is 1 legal appronch. 
‘A magistrate taking down # confession by s suspect is enjoined 
ty law’ to forewam Ube suspeet tat be [4 not bound to mike 
‘2 confession, but if be chooses to make one, his statement would 
be used against him but not in his favour, Muslim chronicles are 
such interested statements and must, if a be used to confront 
the partes in whose favour they mike ehauvinistie cm, bat 
never in ther favour. 

When we argue sgxinat placing any faith ia tbe sexta of 
1 Shumma-i-Shirax Af or Abul Pua, or when we assert that eveything 
that a Bernier, Tavernier or Monserrate may a ae 
never be sccepted as Gospel truth, we do not mean 
never be consulted or quoted. Such a view again will be mast Magil 
‘and would detract from judicial methods ‘of inquiry, which we intend 


it" affair, Admisiity of evidence is newer a package Sl, DOT 
word has to be carefully beset 
iroumstances in which it may 

qerraty ee into, Sometimes after such ith SMA 


7. Hilt & Dowson, History, preface 
8. Indian Criminal Procedure Code. 
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” 

oration from other sources, 

atively sooeptad for corrot . 

cal be scot utrght, wile oters could be recta 
sn trad. 


ort Soy in bis adres” to the Historical Assocation, London, 
tn 1908 undertnd the pincines of lg approach, mentioncd above, 
roams the resamblance between the work of the historian and 
that of the lneyer 

volber wellknown methodologist, Dr. G. J. Renier, also holds 
oe mime view. He anys, "The law by ita fastidiou 
{others of evidence deliberately exercises self-control and sacrifices 
tesin and ngin ils chances of reaching a conclusion. Law is justifiably 
fore exacting and more critical in its handling of evidence than 
the historian who lives in a world of relativity 


adherence 


Gurrent Indian histories have shown scant respect for such 
Jaga! marshaling and sifting of evidence. For example, even though 
half-a-donen names are being bandied about a3 architects of the 
‘Taj Mab, its period of construction varies from 10 to 22 years, 
Is coat fs speculated to be anywhere between Rs. 400,000 and 
Re, 91,700,000 and the Twrikh-/-Taj Mahal document has been 
‘randed a forgery by Keene, to name only a few of the loopholes 
in the Shabjahan legend, nobody seema to smell a rat because the 
historical face lacks 1 lega) “*nove,”* Such a poor case would be 
Ahruwn out of any law court at the very first hearing. But in 
‘our histories it is being paraded as the irrefutable truth, 

‘The third sid necessary for historical research is logic. Logic 
{i jeatly called the science of aciences because it deals with faultlesa 
Fememicg which is» basic requirement for arriving at correct 
‘cxnchisions in any field 

Tat us take = practical example. If a corpse bears a note that 
the deceased has committed suicide for which nobody should be 
Hans, but if slab wound in discovered in the body's back, 
wor abst concsion would be thatthe death isthe result of murder 

te ole is a planted forgery. In an extreme case it could 


9 Mlb Hiaory - fe Purpose and Method, i 
10,7, m0, ts, 


—— 


Methorslogy That Led To The Thacm 


even be that the dectasod hd ara with 
to commit suicide but was murdered ao 
save the note woud eeu ad yt wea aa ah 
the death a8 auc Wo tly eed mann ae aa 
wound in the body's bck. Such logical and of the stab 
in refuting the writen word with concrde o 
has been aedly lacking in ariving a artnet edge 


‘conclusions. "Y of our Nistor 
i toch eeienet Se 


or institution dealing in history is loked upon beth by th ey 
public and ty himself as an historian, Prof. Walsh obeerest 

Historians often lack Ube insight required for an. adequate 
reconstruction... and find themselves driven ta recite lad te 
without being able to fit them In coberent picture. The prone 
of imaginative reliving is central in hatorica! thinking Cllngwood® 
reports a statement by Bradley that the bstorin's clarion a 
something be brings with him to the study of the ince, and 
thia something is simply himsef."* 

A fifth postulate of historical research la that thy 
rescarcher-historan must not suffer from a false sense of pty 
to traditionally handed-down notion. in other woth raha 
should be something of a ‘rebel’ and not « trade-anionist, One 
afraid to raise te standard f is conton cn ae 8 ie 
researcher in sny field, let alone history, Dr Renler revs 
researcher that "no blind surrender to his predecessor ia Uemande 
from the historian,"* Prof. Wal alo enjoins on Ub roe Nite 
Lo freely use general knowledge of every ‘kind, trivial and tached, 
in checking up facts or concepts handed down 
the tendency has been just the contrary, nisl 
toe the traditional line, and every altempt 
dogmas is branded as rank heresy and quackery: s a 

We wonder what potal, comnuna, MibeWle 


i 


LL. P, 32, Practising Historian, Wid, om 
12. P. 160, History ~ Its Purpose and Mette 
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servitudinal malidy afflicts the teacher or professor of history. 59 
fe to premanently ng him against raising any hue and cry about 
tthe innumerable absurdities that masquerade in Indian and worlg 
history as sanctimonious and profound truths ? 

WI be not be ever able to break free from the shackles of 
false scadiemic loyalties! Must he spend his life in the ignominy 
of repeating the self-same falsehoods even after we have exposed 
he fraud in them! 


EVERAL READERS of this book no doutt reiting 
the Shabjahan legen of Uh Ta} Mala nose at pal 
‘as had been presumed might still entertain some doubts as visualine 
from the letters they write to me or questions they ask me sk 
public meetings 1 address on my historical findings, 

‘Those doubts persisting despite my elaborate demolition ofthe 
‘Shahjahan legend graphically Mlustrate the damage tha ie rept 
‘over centuries can do to the rationality of men all over the world. 
It is, therefore, that T propose to answer those quevtions in thie 
ehapter 
Question : While you have pointed out a mumber of dereancies 

in the traditional Shabjahan legend bow i It you have 
not ‘edduced any positive evidence that the Ta) Mabal 
‘was built by Hindu rulers in pre-Muslim times? 

“The several presumptions in the above question are nat errs 
First {number of piv prot have sn atu 
preceding chapters. For instance Shabjahan's own i 
wre Redchebnama, bas been cited to abow tak what was Hs 


Saising’ for Mumtax’s burl. 
say that the ‘*Tas-i-Macan’’, i. 


proof is that of the Sanskrit 
Mahal could be an earlior temple 
consists 
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The {Nh positive proof is of Auranyzcb's letter. The other 
premuimption that “negative’ proofs are not enough is not correct, 
Tn law-courts murderers and cheats are being convicted ev 
all aver the world on the basis of so-called ‘neyative’ evidence 
Rardly is anybody caught actually murdering or cheating. Criminals 
fare detectod and convicted days or years after the crime when 
some tell-tale details are discovered later. Take the case of & man 
in tatters trying to sell off a costly diamond. The very incongruity 

Of such a situstion is enough for any citizen to detain the pedlar 

Of the diamond and charge him for fraud or theft. Because in such 

4 cave cither his beyyarly dress must be a disguise, or the so-called 

diamond may be a fake or his ownership of the diamond must 

not be legal. In auch an instance one does not desist from detaining 
the suspect merely because one has not seen him steal the diamond. 

‘So what Iny-men mistake Lo be ‘negative are in fact very positive 

Proofs of the kind that are accepted in all day-to-day affairs. Another 

point to be noted fs that when the claim of Shahjahan to the Taj 

Mahal is disproved, that building, situated as it is in Hindusthan, 

‘automatically becomes Hindu property 


‘Question : Why haven't you given s precise Hindu history of the 
‘Taj Mahal ? 


stioa : Since Sbabjshan wanted to 

+ wit's a why be at pales a He 
and other Hindu motifs? mde 

‘Shahjshan himself never intended to 
1 alas om conn ce eae 
admits having commandeered it from Jalsingh, Morse enn if 
‘Shahn bad desired to misrepresent the balding ashi own era 
‘hat was an impossible task because Shabjahan's on 
themselves had participated in taking possesion of the Ts Mala 
from Jaisingh and erecting Mumlaz’s grave inside it, Shaaban 
may have wanted to pull-out the Hindu trident pinnacle of the 
‘Taj out of fanatic Muslim hatred for Hindu motifs but fad be 
done that, Une dome would have had a gaping bol which wld 
have resulted in flooding the building when it rained. Shabjohan 
‘and his courtiers were too shrewd to allow tha fanscam to run 
away with their discretion. The Muslims of thone times did not 
Ihave the knowhow to repair Ube crack or bol left by tbe 
haf had it been pulled out, The trident shaft towers over 
f. high above the centre of the dome, To stand erect to mich 
eight quite a length of the pinnacle shaft must be embeded dep 
ito the dome. Ik was therefore imposible to pull out from 
its root without doing damage to the dome. 


Question : Is not the pinnacle shaft» Mustim ereteent? 


circle except for a little gap at ite 
Aistinguishing trait ig that a Muslim 
central shaft jutting out from tke esis f 
he Ty Maal dome 8 Hin 
bisecting a horizontal curved metal piece) 

OF a semicircle. A full sea reps oft i 
{in the red-stone courtyard to tbe eit 


closely study it to get # real ides of 
dome looks like. There one may clear 
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in a secred Hindu Salas (pot) with two leaf-patterns bending 

out on either side and supporting the holy Hindu coconut at the 

op. Hinda and Buddhist temples in the Himalayan foothills have 

{eotial pinnacles 

‘Qoestioa : Is not the pinnacle shaft on the dame a lightning -conductor 
bolstod by the then British administration ? 

‘This is one of the many popular misconceptions. The trident 
pinnacle fixed over the dome by the ancient Hindus may be a good 
Tighining conductor for all we know, but it bas not been put there 
by the British. 

‘Question : Are not the words Allbo Akbar (God is Great) inscribed 
in Persian over the pinnacle ? 

So what 1 Shahjahan had Persian leering scrawled all over 
{he Taj Mabal and its ancilary buldings after misappropriating that 
state. If therefore some Persian lettering is inscribed also on the 
pinnacle it does not prove that Shabjaban built the Taj Mahal. On 
the other hand that over-writing only proves that Shahjahan was 
1 usurper of the building because those words Allabo-Akbar do 
‘not ecur on the full-scale replica inlaid in the red-stone courtyard. 
Had Shabjahan been the builder of the Taj the words appearing 
fon the metal pinnacle on the dome should have appeared even on 
{he replica in the courtyard. In fat it was the Britisher Cunningham 
who stencil It. 


‘Question : Who started the myth that Sbabjahan built the Taj? 
‘The myth was floated by some latter-day Muslim chauvinists 
and court-Niaiterers who felt it degrading to admit that Shahjahan 
‘had buried his wife in « secondhand commandeered Hindu mansion. 
esc tats tbreftr poole came to baleve the myth 
Moreover its origin in a 

Ses ean mets Hide bogs on hed at na 


buildings are littered with Muslim 


ome Crifeations B, 
sisting bere in he ing ee 
‘ever baving 1 employ even 90 much as, 
‘mediseval Muslima displayed an hip 
iisinctination of the Hindu to disturb even fake. 
‘Tia Muslim protice of pasting fie Um reap eas ana 
Joan land or buildings cotinie to our own day, 
Question : Why are Western visitors with all their predilection for 
research and Teaming not convince bout the fay 
‘of the Shabjahan legend of the Taj? 
It is wrong to believe that the average Westerner has grstae 
concern for scedemic truth or a yreater attachment for knowlatge 
fand research than an average Indian. A Westerner is aa shallow 
‘and hypocritical as any other human. As a third. person from 
third country he hardly cares whether a building in Indi is attributed 
to one person or another. The Western visitor in only interasial 
in getting a visual impression of the building. The Wester visitor 
is also easily carried sway by the sentimentalism about semial love, 
In this respect his mental calibre must be rated mich below ta 
‘of an average Indian, ‘A Westerner does not realine that man's 
‘sexual craving for 8 woman is 1 debilitating, incapacitating emetion, 
infuses or ingpren creative actvty. A Yurit 
try algo lacks the time and inctnaton to ener 
ao all 
is prone to 
‘surgion 


Mabal Is 
4 ‘oe Taj Mabal Is A Temple Palas 
and by quoting me in their books, arti 
et oe a ie 
Boat with me hve some reason of their own namely either they 
wrtcs rtm or are soared to jettison the long-accepted bei, 
wo ataid hut they would be victimised by their bosses, o¢ 
atraczed, or have too deep religious or politica 
Trmumitmenis to accept even a research finding which, they fee, 
from to the credit of the Hindus, Some top brass of history in 
the enversities and thooe manning the archaeology, archives and 
tourism departments of the Government of India are afraid that 
‘smiting the hallowness of the Sbabjahan legend of the Ts} would 
‘couse thm considerable profesional loss of face and embarrassment, 
As wagesearers guided by worldly wisdom they prefer keeping. 
‘lent abd sponsoring oF teaching only the Government stamped 
version, The average man prefers to yo about peacefully with his 
ssvcatlon and not get embroiled in any agitaton even for the truth 
He would with ax much unconcern teach the new finding about 
Abe Taj Mabal if and when that is served to him on the platter 
of Government acceptance 


A very lange section of Muslims ia generally prone to avoid 
atelog nwt dacovred truth about the Taj Mahal considering 
AiG be & Frat personal loss to thair chauvinistic prestige. Some 
See Le 1 12 the extent of resisting and suppressing this 
Pa tnd oidressig to me letters of weird threats and vile 


tet who fel 
She papers a they may have 
Wr ey may ave wren we ony YH Buble, 


rifestions , 


they bave boon backing and propagating 4 basen: 

‘guch are the various motives ising from a 
Settee 
wing wth history abut Unde eee, esd minds place 
sor tnding about the Ta} Mahal 

sion : Why id rulers tke Shiva ot recapture the’ 
eee were a Fld buliig bl an eae 

‘This question is based on misconception, Ina tere with 
magnificent buildings and massive fort, Indl bad funded of 
ballinga as beautiful aa the Th) Mabal. Many auch are mentioned 
ty Muslim chronicles themselves. Gaping with wonder, Maslin 
throniclers, for instance, bave noted that Uhee were in Vitis 
fod Mathura magnificent and towering mansions I ample which 
ould not be recreated even if five thousand labourers worked for 
200 years. It ia therefore wrong to think thatthe Ty) Mal war 
the only magnificent building in India on which all Indians shoul 
have concentrated to prevent It from falling nto the hands of an 

slamic invaders. When the whole of India fom Alto inthe fae 
orth to Arcot in the far south bad passed ito Musim Inds 
wrth all ta mansions, temples snd fort, it doesnot stand oreo 
to demand why the Ta} Mabsl alone coud ot be yi, And the 
implied inference that since no Hindu seems to bxve been snare 
of the Taj Mahal, it must not have been a Hind bul Is wrong. 
tact waging a war to fie 

‘of alien invaders, In doing 


buildings and territory from 
rules like Shivaji ad not developed enough sew 
Mogul as is apparent from Mogul rule eontinalng . 
Questo 1 he Ta Maa ws kno Mags Maal 


Jaipur court papers should offer 
Of course they should. But unfortunatly 


tostudy the documents. The reason wit 
‘cord intimate domestic dealings wit te i 
onsidered most despicable and unworthy 
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= Tint 
sc Nustration of bow such records have 
say. A vey atl yi oberon of even the name 
ee arr Teincesen who were forcibly carried WAY Up thy 
Mogi harers. At a time, therefore, when both Jaipur territory 
eed apur's royal women were being systematically abducted an 
ied ty the an Musi invaders it will nc all the ingenuity 
tat an astote researcher can muster to trail the rape of the Taj 
Maul through a maze of court papers which may have tried to 
finly goss over the azure of tia prized possession of the Jaipur 
foyal house. Ihave met oF heard of s few contemporary individuals 
‘ehostyling themselves to be historians claim to have skipped through 
‘some popers of the Pothi Khana. They vaguely speak of having 
‘seen 1 document purporting to be a deed by which an open plot 
‘of land in Agra was sold by Jaisingh to Shahjahan for building 
the Taj Mahal on. One such person I met was Dr. A. L. Srivastava, 
heed of the Department of History of the Agra University for » 
‘number of years. When asked what was Uhe purchase price mentioned 
‘in the document he said there was none. One may well measure 
the professional calibre of such persons from the pathetic faith 
they pot ipo facto in sucha shady document. Talking of a purchase 
‘document which contains no purchase price is like talking of Hamlet 
‘who was not the prince of Denmark. Such people wearing 
‘Ango-Mualim blinkers are incapacitated from carrying out any 
‘oaningful research in matters which require careful James Bond 
‘yp tracking. Theve people lack both the legal training which can 
pion aps {from the misleading and a tively rational, 
Unk Al pope ny, ck set to missing or misleading 
peice ea Isngh's transactions with the Moguls. 
eee, Meee te years 1038 and 162 A. D., soul 
hipur eed tothe rape other tap o find some clue at tbe 
tod the Dinctoy or at toe 79) Mahal. The ex-Mabaraja of Jaipur 
‘soc informed Rajasthan State Archives at Bikaner have 


Foils at the Tj a2 ParChase document. Wis also 
il ne to them through roe At bY the Jaipur rayal house 


erifcations 
Some z 
Jy. ‘That Museum should be compa 
aed documents 10 Puls thom tw 
wetion : If the To Mabel in w magnific 
= ish thee ts no mann of elt 
Historians and the lay public lulled Into Ube baie that thy Ta 
Mahal was built by Shahjaban bad Tecome mentally 
to detect any reference to it earlier. Hereafter if they re-red Unie 
source-books with eyes wide open they may detec» number of 
references to the Taj Mahal, tn this ook itaelf it fs en shawn. 
that the Mogul emperor Bubur, the groot- grea grandither ot 
‘Shabsjahan, does mention the Ts} Mabal and in fact Babur dled 
in the Taj Mahal, Babur's daughter Gulbadan Begum i lio shown 
to have alluded to the Taj Mabsl, Tkmertin was also masini 
by thie Ta} Mal. A similar intelligent revision ofl prevodi recon 
and chronicles could reveal many more refers, Manovee with 
names of roads and loealition geting changed with every ter mia 
it becomes difficult to identify what we call Ube Ty) Mahal la our 
own day with what it may have been called in diferent eras. Ano 
city there are many mjet 


of Muslim invasions and massacres 
changes hands and is used as a temple once 
or vice versa, one loses track of tbe 


Question = 


forts, temples, mansions, 
‘Kashmir to Cape Comorin. in 
fand conquest from Mobammad 
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cuter door of the building indefinitely in the 
itt at some remote date be or some of his descendants would 

‘be restored to the ownership of the building ! Do not epidemics, 
| Sots, earthquakes and exigencies of service change the 

fete pattern of life, and displace people from their original 

furroundings even in one's own life time ! Do not families get 

‘etinet ? Do not families ramity into several branches without anybody 

femamibering even Ube name of the common ancestor in the direct 

Tine of genealogical ascent? And in such vicissitudes spreed over 

‘x thousand years was it possible for anybody to retain original 

documents ? Would they not get"lost, stolen, burnt, esten up by 

rodents or termites or get destroyed by water ? 

‘Question : Do you mean to say thst the present Taj Mahal wos 
bult by Sbabjehan after demolishing an earlier Hindy 
building? 

‘No. The whole point of this book is to convince the reader 
‘the Taj Mahal as jit stands today, as each one of us sees 
4H today, in the very building that Shahjahan commandeered. If 

‘at all be did anything to it I will say be disfigured and despoiled 

‘it but be did not add anything to its beauty or its size. The original 

Hindu Taj Mabal was much more beautiful. Ita pearly-whive walls 

‘now look scarred with blue worm-like lettering. The original Hindu 

‘emple-palace complex had many more pavilions and ancillary 

buildings as is apparent from tbe ruins all around. The Taj Mabal 

‘we see today is # truncated and disfigured monument. Several of 

‘te stories from the marble plinth to the basement below the Yemuns 

dre nay neds nected and sed. The lovely painted 

designs adorned the walls of lerground 

Seuss ty the aon al ee 


‘Question = Does it make any difference whether one views the Taj 


Mehul 3 & Muslim tomb or ax Hindu Lemple- palace 
complex? 
Me certainly makes « world of difference 
». Firstly if is told 
Oo tess Musi tomb one pep nto the oom sarin 
(bivious ts the peas may caling it day. ‘Tix makes one 
q ‘erndour that sbounds in the Taj building complex. 


and fed of 

corridors, tlle, portico, enla-cumbar, sie ame 
galleries, terraces, gateways, stebles, outhouses and ae 
visitors to the Taj Mabal should beret not only ape ugh 
Xie to make a round ofthe Te) bildag comple ef 
side from end to end and from bottom to top but they should 
‘lvo make It a point to take a peripheral round of the premiser 
from the outside and inspect the many red stone mansions Uh 
Jie just outside the surrounding massive wal. 1f the pulle decides 
to exercise this right of theirs, the Government would be compelled 
to throw open the closed, barred and concealed apartment of the 
multi-storeyed Taj Mabal to the public. There is no reason why 
‘a Government charging an entrance fee should revtrct publ entry 
‘only to the cenotaph chambers. So long as the Government and 
the public were duped into believing that the Taj Mabsl is nog 
but a graveyard, such restricted entry may have been alright but 
hereafter both the Government. and the public must wake up to 
their respective duties regarding the assessment of the 7h) 
temple-palace-complex. ea 

Question : Even if s Hindu temple pslace complex rane 
by Shahjaban as a tomb why no lve ta Cs Wh 


‘The Taj Mahal Te A Temgig 
Prey 


wth itary 0 ls wbvurd to a2k why rake 
poked Moet ix noting lors and nothing more than pas 
typ Hd the publ In wisdom ever conser at 
“nal Cmapertioous wobjoct R would havg 
Pe Masiaon, Since n0 country In the wor'd has done sot 
A tied hatte publ wants hstrical research to goon 
se eiemaing rita where they We hidden under ape of false 
Moreover pure research sans its immediate applicability ty a, 
fenportant inthe field of history as in physical sciences, 
‘Question: Why did several yenerations of historians fai) to discover 
the truth about the Ts] Mahal which you have done? 

That was because they allowed their guilibiity to run away 
a ther recarch fouls. They put implicit faith in traditional 
exceeds and xtified all doubts. They remained content with slipahod 
teplecatons for garing discrepancies in such vital details as the 
font ef the Ts) Mahal, ite period of construction, its designer, 
lek of ery chim in tho To inscriptions about Shahjahan bulding 
1%, aed the adeno regarding the dates of Mumtaz's death and ber 
= 


‘Geestion : Weat new evidence could you possibly adduce when 80 
many great names in history had preceded you in research 
Fegarding the Taj Mahal ? 


Some Garifiestions 


= 
‘even though she ‘has been tom-tommes 

fs stony Ts) Mahal. My tak in fst lnvvos note brian of 
evidence, arranging it, analysing Wand ann oe ee te 
the readers themselves i judges whether tn 208 ing 
‘warrants tbe conctusion that Shahjahan 


TTavernier’s noting about the Ts} Mall hd tase pips 
quoted and completely misundertood all thee —— 
Badshahnama admission had ether been suppressed or for 
An elderly scholar who had read the Badshahnams Evce or thee 
frankly and voluntarily confessed to me that be bad al dong fled 
to notice thst.on page 408 of Vol. 1, Shahjahan's own Badstubnam 
(court chronicle) admits the Taj Mahal tobe scommanlag Mindy 
building. Unfortunately I met many Muslims chiming to bebistorans 
‘who when confronted with that passage tried to folt sme tage 
interpretation on it. That Mlustrates how some elements in Inti, 
whose academic eyes have # communal squint look upon history 
not aa a sacred record of the truth about past happenings bel 
‘es a crooked implement to twist facts to gull tbe own yaar, 
inclinations and predilections. T met a lange body constituting the 
top brass of history, at the Mysore session of the Ind Wiary 
Congress (in December 1968) to whom 1 distributed « four-line 
printed extract from the Badsbahnama admiting hit the Ta) wat 
4 Hindu mansion. ‘Their reaction was surprising and sate: 
‘They just blinked without saying even a word in apprsilon 
bby way of rejection. To me it appeared they had aa 
sported big reputations 
deg ta 


y - 
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‘the historical truth was no consideration. What. 
sangha ‘was only their ego, humdrum, mundang 
convenience, fithy lucre and bollow prestige. 

Question : Though the Bedshahnams sdmits thst a Hindu mansion 
was commandeered for Mumtaz's burial do not a couple 
of lines towards the end refer to the summoning of 
geometricians and laying the foundations of a building ? 

‘Separating the truth subtly adulterated with 2 lot of falsehood 
testa the mettle of the real researcher. In the Badshahnama passage 
it may be noted that the entire narration about commandeering 
4 building and burial of Mumtaz in it hax been disposed off in 
hulf-1-dozen lines. This is one significant point which should impress 
upon the true researcher that the much vaunted construction of 
‘fabulous Taj Mahal is» myth. The other point to be noted is 
at the passage first refers to the burial and then talks about 
summoning not masons but geometricians. They were needed to 
Aesig different sizes of Roranic lettering on the walls of the usurped 
‘Hindu mansion at different heights. Geometricians were also needed 
to dig a central trench in the octagonal chamber on the ground 
Moor ands similar burial trench in the room in the basement 
‘Another point to be noted is that a very lange number of mediaeval 
Muslim chroniclers make use of some pet phrases of which ‘aid 
the foundation’* is one. Thereby they vaguely but shamelessly ascribe 
‘& wourped Hindu building to their own alien Muslim patrons. They 
‘iilfuly avoid a direct assertion as a sop to their own conscience 
‘und as an eecape valve lest some of their own contemporaries point 
ut the fraud in claiming authorship of others’ buildings for their 
‘om patrons. Historians must know that contemporary Muslim 


‘some Clarifications 


<add he funding 

Jer. Moreover digging © trench to bury « 

tfasduletly justified a "digging the toate nee 

Musi petrone cell bul any Lm, mong, fort al rege 

would not the contemporary chronicler have appended hy 

tue-prints, account sbeets or copes of court ore and meh 

documents ? Would he also not have writen whole bok onthe 

onstruction of # fort or founding of city insted of 

the project in half-n-dozen lines Ganieog 
ion : Don’t you believe Uhat Shahjahan's love for 

ot Oe ne coat 

Mahal? 

‘This question calls for many answers. Tt ig nok a question of 
my belief or your belief. History must have evidence for every 
aim, The claim that Sbabjahan had an infatuation for Mumtar 
is itself phoney. From whatever history you may have reed you 
will recall that if history ever makes any mention of any Mogul 
having a special attachment for his wife it is only with regant 
to Jahangir for Nurjehan. Those who claim that Shabjahan ad 
‘any special out-of-the-world love for Mumtaz must pois out 
repeated references to Shabjahan neylecting affairs of state and 
eeping closeted with Mumtaz. In that case history would bave 
auded to # guard posted outside the amour-chamber or» board 
‘bung declaring something ike ‘“Emperor locked in the enbraee 
‘of the Empress,... Very busy... Sorry... Don’t disturb. Stee 
there in no such evidence nor is there any book of the love: sto 


5 that of Romeo and Juliet or Lil Maja, 
of Shahjahan -Mumtaz like gehen 
incapacitating, 


craving for a woman only gosds one 19 . 
‘cio and murder. 1 sburd to tak oft 
been born out of the love of Shabjahan 

aly two things born out of man-womin 1o¥8 sr 
‘ever a building. You may verify Unis from your cos 


om ‘The Ta) Mahal le A Temple Pr 

swith a queen's body once buried 
could be that only x fake funeral procession with a sealed 

coffin (aupposed to contain Mumtaz’s body) wai = 

to enter Agra to exert “deadly” regal, Mogul pressure U pg 

capture nnd confiscate the Jaipur ruler's bejewelled royal 


‘Tejomabslaya temple-pelace complex in Agra on the specious pretext 
of Mumtaz's re-burial there snd turn the sacred royal Hindy 
‘Tejomahulaya temple-pelace complex into a bare, grim Islamic 


greveyard 


a} Tejomahalaya shrine 
posed to have been 


‘The ground-plan of the orthdox Vedic oc 
in Agra where Murntaz's exhumed body i 
faterred gain, Why this sacrilege ? 


UN 


1 Pictort Analy 
= 


ha neil vee, a a 
Covers ot ta plinh-corers onthe wou a oh eee Ae 
Grr Tro etal rela Clg fs vein eae 
co nin he st te a 
nto be recayion arin 

moo ein lo 
Ty at oven storied wi ocagaa esse a 
ay. Sven nore cage ag 
Pr nenarnc derptine of hyeaes oe 


In the redstone forecourt of 
on the garden) visitors are remove tn As bet 
climbing up the marble platform geal ie ‘ple. 


the tradition from the time that We 


Had the edie originated as 30 Mi Og gas 
have been allowed inside, Shoot S°* OT 0 gy. die tet 


burial grounds. Note the 


PY aR» 


Tore: 
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‘A Pictorial Analysis 


ni is Ube main central marke ein (y 
the eat sanctorum of Lord Shiva’ ‘world strsction), 
signifies tbe emblem radiating divine tight 
structure with four or five storia in marble and these 

in redstone whieh can be observa fam the rar etn 
garden level is two stories above the river levy ach there 
Stream one his to go out ofthe perghral wl Wy ty ea 
gate and tur left in the northern direction longa gan Maen 
standing on the sandy river bank one sear lip 


Thin na eve sai 


oe mat 
‘A meticulous count will revel ‘xh archow In 


on 
seen infront in between the two WowWee 


Since the iar lator 6 RT 
‘arches. Consequently the marble 


al 


_ 
nm 

‘pene Tle te ground for. Abowe Ikon cher side of 
steer ns ne 


the bie ee aaher which constitute two more stories in marble 


aoe Oe 
one them ite eae atthe base of te me with four 
ra tor comers. This terrace may be counted 
nox ) enclosed 


Sie th for in marble. Or the nearly Si"t.-high 

ye tame may be regarded es the fourth storey 

{ek be from the rear of the dome. 
Theconceve dane which one sees when stan 


cvtrance 


near Mumtaz's 


seestiph inside Is endowed by tbe dome outside seen in the above 
posta. Therefore most of the space inside that cuter marble dome 
fe idee up by the inner dome leeving oaly 2 footstep-wide narrow 
{Gack sundwiched between the inner dome and the outer dome, 


dong wich one may perumbulate the inner dome 

‘Shee there are two sald domes one inside another with a lot 
of sme separating ther tope the story thot a solitary tear which 
Shabiahas's ghost sbads from the top of this outer dome on every 
{idl-monm night ut tbe stroke of midnight drips on Mumtaz’ s cenotaph 
ows ledow, is u sbeer erotic, romantic nonsensical canard floated 


ty prtien rumour-mongers intended to benumb the logical faculties 
 metimeeta visitor 


‘A Pectortal Analysis 


Mumtaz ‘near’ the Tas-i-makan which foreigners sed to visit, 
so that the world may admire."* Tavernier's deduction is mista. 
It was Shabjahan's lust for wealth which made him use Mumtas's 
death as an excuse to grab, rob and dewerste the Mindy 
\exnple-palace. 

‘This western gateway has assumed importance in modern inet 
because the main bus depot and railway station of Use popula 
bustling Agra city lies in Usat direction. In olds days it wns tbe 
clovoted gateway at the left (not seen inthe plesar) which wows 
to be the main entrance of the Tegan) ales Teal torn 
A narrow street of that township runs strsight 


f the people of tbe Tejgan) township = 
Aetensive wall which enclones both tat ts 
‘Tejomahalaya shrine, ‘That common defensins revs 
township and the Hindu shrine, in yet. ante loentog ‘talk 
Ta) Mabal Tid et crite a» oH MO PS ey 
‘een built as «royal Muslim cemetery #* WOMAN Soa 
etached from the Hindu township. Moree 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Py 


spratth an tnbour on the corpse of a woman-member of 2 Leeming 
imum where deaths are & common, frequent occurrence 


‘Thislsthecastern entranceto the Tejomahalaya parking forecourt 
‘where fo ancient times royal Hindu elephants used to sway. The 
Testwon-highway runs right through the eastern 


sd wevtern gateways past 
Hern gateways past the shopping arcades alongside the lofty 


‘arance to the Tajmahal garden. The rectangular mojestic parking 


foevcourt with stately red-stone gateways in the four cardinal 


directions deserve wo 

firsans deserve world admiration for its perfect ancient. Vedic 

te uhitetural town and landscape planning. Passing out through 

Mine ea way If one tury left to proceed to the river bank 
f= wrilienk one sees a tall opening into a quadrangle being 


ull used 
fm & cowshed of that Lem 
{AM aiows ge Costa ak (ARH since ancient times. It Is 


‘The den r 
s8jolting rage ny Vein out into Ube main street of the 
Nims] owmabip, —Spopping arcades, such 


torial Analysis 
A Petort és 


gs thase seen to the right and left of the yateway run around 
the entire specious quadrangle with central gateways on al four 


sides. 


levated, indicating their importance because 
township while the other (being muli- 
the garden of the boly-sbrine. 

‘The gate seen above bears the ancient oly 


me “Shree Gla” 

wich mesern rate pronunciation fan t008 SDL OS 
Seen above is theinner-side galeand he Tanai me 

If one goes out hgh the ete io Ws Tc 

immediately turns about to gaze at the ERED 

the Tejganj side, one ean see the eoving hae on Se 

rice becsuse the idol of Lord Ganesh 


‘Toe Taj Mahal Ie A Temple Palace 


there a8 per Vedic custom, has been uprooted and destroyed after preeerpore 
Stabjahan took hold of the premises 


™ 


Y sentingl-temples. This 


The Tejomahalaya shopping si tena, Tie eg 
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, divine sentinel shrine in the 

omer of tbe shopping arcade flanking the 
hss since Shahjahan's time been desecrated and 
Bogum's shrine. That is mere hearsay since 


‘another intriguing detail is that Sarhandi Re 


Subjinan's royal wives) has 8 conotaph identical in build and 
fgandeur to that of Satunnisa Khanam, 9 more maid. Such 
Tomparstive incongruities abounding in the Shahjahs 

escaped the attention of modern scholars which 
of their research faculties. They are all prone to admit traditional 
hauvinistie Muslim canards at their face value without making 
the least effort to cross-check and cross-question the details 


‘The lofty mult-storied entrance gate where visitors buy entry 
lidkats, The Goverment archaeology depart 
Inhind the booking window. The officer in charge has the keys 


to the locked seven-storied complex. Visitors paying the 
governmental levy to enter the Taj Mahal premises do not get their 
‘monqy's worth because they are allowed entry only to an infinitesimal 


portion of the sprawling complex. 


‘Ak Pictortal Analysin 
™ 
On top of the lofty gateway isa row 
of eleven 
ealushas (pitchers) representing 11 Rudra { Mesa 
Lord Shiva. a L 
The interior of the multi-storied vaulted entra: 
first to the rectangular garden and then to Use wonder, 
at the far end 


“le lesing 
marble otitis 


The temple-palace management stall 
oors on various assigned duties. the Interior 


Trinvtaly otwerved turns oot &o Be #0 ISOS i ol om 
three-in-one Ganesh images, to i ae 
with a frontal facing in the middle. 


er 
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On eithor flank of the marble edifice are two identical buildings, 
The one on the Jef seen abave the trues is the 
while the one on the right beyond the 
Before misappropriation by Shahjshan both these were reception 
Pavilions of the Tejo-Mahalaya Vedic temple palac 


so-called mosque, 
trees is the so-called jawab. 


A frontal view of the octagonal marbie Tejomahalays 
teple-palace. The steps from the garden lead to the red stone 


Fovement where people ure seen standing. The seven arches if 


ie central portion (above the red stone steps) enclose two sete 


Of stairs to climb up to the marble platform one from the right 
44 the other from the le. 


2s f00n #3 one climbs up the steps on to the marble plinth, 
ep OF two whead in a lagish 


A Fretoral Analysis 


indicsten Uhat the slab hides the sare 
be Taal i 


‘ber Uae sider 
‘side them to. descend 


rooms inside the marble platform, Since 
building similar slabs ot identical spots an thy 
may also have staire hidden 


ae 


=f — [A Pictorial Analysis a 
ee Seperate 1m ma 7 ht atl 


lsd tbe small doorways seen in the arches on the right and left 
Of the main lofty arch. To reach them one hay to 
fen fn the centre of the main lofty vaulted d ther tum 
Het or righ. But the doorways are kept. unjustifiably locked by 
he Archaeological Survey of India denying 
tnd seriou students to the 


1e doorway 


‘acces to ordinary visitors 
‘Upper stories 

The upper chambers have 
‘he foor and the walls by Sh 


been stripp 
ahjahan, whit 


dof all marble covering 
he ceiling is all darkened 
7 Sh smoke of the fre lighted ty Sbabjahun's Moyul.woopera 
Smiling there to uproot the silver doors, gold a 
Say Wo tnd ster fs 


aling. and other 


stone frames around the verti 
to notice the patches of dissimilar 


ey eng 


wich Iya dak na 


STERNER TS 
pono AE, 

# 

r 


the rvctangular horttontal voter 
haphazardly pl ty pace of 0 


‘he Ta} Mahal Is A Tepe Pa ee. 
“a A Pictorial Analysis: 

id ~ 

aiso betrays similar potched coverups J 


The west archway above 


ty arch (oo haa the same tle to tll Soe the vert 
he 
in the rectangular ventator sbve tbe ach and th ap 


ip. 
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‘The Koranic cover-up patchwork on top of the trident tufted 


entrance arch 


Cobras lined up above x string of inlaid temple bells pattern 


form the upper border of the Taj Mahal. Both cobras and bells 
have sacred associations in Vedie spiritual lore, 


A magnified view of cobra pairs 


Portal Anaiala =n 
oreo ey ea 
reite and out, at tbe knee-level with a butting ‘eplcting 
ta geneous three-in-one Ganesh caricatures; two i proflé on 


‘The Ta} M 


shal Is A. Tempte Pa 


: male ely observed to have been seq 


mB 1) 


= 


‘The seven arches at the bottom of the next page enclose the 
stairs which lead to the top of the marble plinth uymmetrically 
from the right and left. 

‘Te Nandi (ord Shiva's bull) occupied the spot where the 
Perwan clad in white robes is seen standing facing the entrance. 
‘tore it was uprooted at Shahjahan's orders. That spot was patched 
op Inter with inferior reddish slabs. 


Note the trident shaped designs in inlay Migree at the two 
upper comers of the entrance and the trident-shaped red lotus 
‘bud at the apex of the areh, 


recor Anais S 


‘oranic stones fixed vertically and horizontally along such 
Ee ron al fur cdo ae tai Spe 
Jofty 


‘eh after digging out idols of Vedic deticn and Sunsen 
cavities lef 
extracts 


ast the ae cmd ee 
Fe en cay 
sige 
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revea! patches of marble of different shapes and tints (2) the Roranic 
‘extracts are random, haphazard out-of-sequence and incomplete 
(3) On hot days with the visitor's feet burning on the marble 
plinth, a fierce sun beating down on the head and the eyes burning 
with intense sunlight radiated by the white marble sheen even » 
evout Muslim knowing Arabic won't have the heart or even the 
steody head or patience to crane and strain his eyes and neck 
alternately vertically and horizontally to make any head or tail of 
that message of Allah, 

Above the horizontal Korsnic line is an inlaid row of temple 
bell designs. Above that is the row of cobras with hoods raised 
facing one another. 


‘These arches along the eastern side of the plinth are an indication 
‘of the row upon row of rooms (total 1089) that lie hidden inside 
the marble plinth. Closely scrutinize how the arches and the 
rectangular ventilators above have been sealed with marble slabs 
Of different sizes and tints 


A Pictorlal Analysis 


A close-up of the upper part of 

on sake-saj tt rh eu 
trait. The minarets verved as watch towers 

light towers at night, uring 
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ph and Mumtaz 


Shuhjahan's ph Cot eight) tn 


the cxyph. Notice that the marble ba e 
just plain, its lower part too Is pl iow baa 
tam 49 the horolne of the Taj Mahal show) while that 
‘of Shaaban tn MMigree decoration all over. ‘That sip ix nn indication 
of the hueried burial drama cooked up to rob Rajs Jnisingh of 


tie fnbulou temple pal 


‘After one enters the lofly arch from the marble platform one 
steps into spacious hills which form a perambulatory passage all 
firound the eenteal octagonal sanctum, That sanctum too bas 
entrances on all four sides. But only the south entran 
the picture has boon kept open since Shahjahan's time. 

Al these outer nd inner entrances had silver doors which are 
‘common to all renowned Hindu (Vedic) shrines. Those were uprootel 
tind ranged on the outer marble plinth before being spirited sway 
to Souhjaban's Mogul treasury. 

Buropean visitors to she shrine around 1631 A. 1D. noticing 
the uprooted costly fixtures such a silver doors ranged on the 
martie platform mivunderstood them to have been ordered by 
‘Shahjahan to be used in the building 


‘A Pietoral Analyaie 


nu 
tam of far hy nde tat dr gt a 
(oil rats Lo uproot all the ena or 
sol railing (around Ube Shing), ane act ead 
uf in Ue marble latices and te ee eo 


anon, 
on the Shivlings, wnd transport then feat Mga ce a 


Contrarily the thousands of 


an, 
le Ge 
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ewes this plondersmative which made unscrupulous, ery 
owas ting Saban make use of Mumta's intrrd boy 
ve ns x mere pre in his erally plot 10 instantaneoualy 
Mtpoan the Mabarat of Jipur of his fabulous emple-pley 
tae Mogsl capital ty confronting him with » trumped-up, dir, 
dodiy, imperious, Islamic ultimatum 

Notice the framed decorative panels to the left and right of 
the doorway, They depict embossed Om-sheped Dhatura Aowers 
and conchshal-type foliage. The panel at the left has the sacred 


cconchsholl design depicted below. 


‘The right-side pane depicts a plank with flowers shaped Whe 
the mcrod Vode chant (Om) 3 


1 Fictorlal Analyse 


Neither Shahjahan nor Mumtaz could have been burial ere 
becouse this chamber is on the 4th floor above the river wurfooe, 
Corpses are invariably buried in mother-earth and never on sane 
floors. Consequently this so-called Mumtza's cenotaph in thi central 
‘octagonal chamber either covers the sacred Hindu (Vedic) Shiving 
itself or the sacred spot from which the Sbiviing wax uprooted: 


white though tbe rest of the cenolap 
‘cenotaph alongside and the two cenolaphs on tbe UPPRS 
are all decorated with profuse inlay work 

‘white marble base slab of Mumtan's cenotaph in isn 
Trance tage of the faked burial in ara, Ben te venis 
‘conotapha have two red-stone stares benesih het 

river level, Therefore even the hte ae 
to be fakes, The basement Stiviing apPOs Io M9 erwtie 
by Mumtaz's fake cenotaph asin the opps Shamash 

Thy shouid there be two cenotaps cach oF SMM cy of 
ee ee ene oe el 


aiid 


The Ta) Mahal 


A Temple Palace 


‘SKaihjahan and Mumtaz must be fake. Why should there be even 
fone pair of fake cenotaphs? And since one pair of cenotaphs iy 
fake the erucial question is which is the fake one. The one in the 
Jower or upper chamber? Or does each oor contain one fake and 
the genuine cenotaph alternating between Shabjahan and Mumtaz ? 


I is aw pity that world scholars boasting of high academic 
repolations in history, architecture, archaeology, museology and 
forensic science have been so somnolent for the last 250 and odd 
Yyeurs as to allow tbo preposterous Shahjahan-Mumtaz legend, stained 
With camal Jove, to pass muster in spite of being riddled with 
© myriad loopholes disclosed and discussed in the half-a-dozen 
‘ditions of this book during the last 28 years ? 


Visitors would do well to stand stil near Mumtaz"s cenotaph 
Inside the marble lattice for a few moments unitl the daze of 
the hot sun outside vanishes from their eyes. Then they may look 
4p st the dark concave domed celing centre from where hang 
he chain which held the yolden water pitcher dripping water on 
te Shiving below (now replaced by Mumtax's cenotaph) 

Around Ube book (from which hangs the chain) is » sketch 
{in concentric circle. In the smallest innermost circle are arrows 
‘ormbolizig the eight ourface directions. Around itis another circle 
Of 16 secpents looking down on the Shivling underneath. Around 
it Ip & wider circle of 22 tridents. Surrounding it is bigger 
rele depicting 64 lotus buds. Even this mathematical progression 
of muhiples of Bie. 8 x2- 16x: 32 x2 - 61 Is of 
soterie Vedic significance and has no relation with Islam. The 
Preponderating — slgniicance ‘gy “atc with Islam. The 


‘A Pictorial Analyala 


~ 
trottion may be juded from toms meh gp 

Ashtavadhani. Asblaputra, Abtadhats,Aabiang ees 
Manlaitak and Stang camaaar. Alege pn wre 
conccsrc rhe depicting ctl Vee prin aper 
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‘The octagonal Initice around the cenotaph of Mumtaz (which 
has replaced or covered the sacred Shiviing) has in its upper border 
1 total of 108 pitchers, some rotund and striped (seen to the left) 
and some oblong like vases. The rotund striped pitcher is seen 


bathing the Shivaling undernesth with a stream of milk. Toe 
decorative flora on the vase and other parts of the Tajmahal aliag 
‘Tejomahalaya is all native to India. Such decoration in the orange, 
Vedic colour behoves « Hindu temple or palace but never a sombre 
Istamic sepulchre 


is 


7 " 
1 evie torte sl 

iy 
of pitchers. To ilar marking pe deta ta oy 
by elary pics. Cu om te fe age 
with oe pitcher. Tt lowed by row et gee al 
is pillar surmounted by @ solitary pitcher. The next fe 
thei. The awe tatiana 
pichers ont to ply and ie prs hae 
‘count al song the lite to, ila wp tls pe 
fue ba a seced Vo wich Mga 
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A 
ee, 

tui (withthe floor and lower part of the wall paves with marble) 
ioe etre 


an’s orders. 


Fight may be beon to have been sealed at Shabjahs 


‘The oclagonal lattice enclosure of the sacred Shivling used 
{0 be alutfed with precious stones, gems and jewels. The Shivling 
has een replaced by Mumtax's conotaph. Tee chain hanging 
fram the centre of the concave domed ceiling used to hold the 
telden plicher dripping water on the Shivling. A gem-studded 
ld raling rated at Rs. 600,000/- in 1631 A. D. stood around 
‘the Shivling, The ancient legendary Hindu peacock throne is also 
surmised to have been in this Tejomabslaya temple-pelace. It 
was the lure of such fabulous wealth which impelled Shabjahan 
to bastily oocupy and rob the Tejo Mabalaya temple-palace 


1 Pitortal Analysis 


™ 
complex which Raja Jasingh of Jipur (259 
of the Moguls, owned (by au sooo hes 


ta 

Shahjahan was the first Mogul emperor 2 

\o grab the throne, Consequently when Sahiahan cx 6 

in 1628 his treamury waa empty. He was therefore onthe AN 
= death 


for ways and means to enrich his treaty. 
Mumtaz provide that opportunity ia 1 
TTejomahalaya Lemple-palace complex 


of tbe 
(nthe pres 
the mont suitable ite 


a ‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Tempe Paley 


for Mumtan’s burial Shahjaban ordered his troops to occupy the 
premises, transport its wealth and costly fittings to the Mog 
Aroanury and raise cenotaphs inside. That was fulling thee Mogea} 
objectives in one move. The objectives were (1) Robbery (a) 
‘Woakaning the Rajput Maharaja through impoverishment (3) Defiing 
‘an Hindu centre of worship out of iconoclastic Islamic frenzy 

Readers may take 2 close look at the marble patchwork frames 
around the Koranic extracts (below the Lop ventilator) indicating 
how the ancient Tejomahalays temple-palace complex has bees 
‘extensively tampered with 


‘n Pictorial Analysis 
‘A dose-up of the gilded pinnacle rising 
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aca 
apf tn mado, i ae ne aa 


ce because of Uhe stack of pitchers which caste fe 


on Lord Shiva's forehead. Above it 
‘mango-leaves curving on either side 
top. Such a coconut-topped piteber 
tradition, 


represents 
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Toe curvy sbaft seen in tho upper portion RE 
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x8 The Ta} Mahal la A Temple Palsgy 
An covet replica of the pinnacle is inlsid in bluish stone-chipy 
in tho redstone courtyard on the eastern side at the foot of the 
‘building, currently dubbed as Towa, 
‘The replica is said to measure about 31ft. and 6-3/4 inches 
giving one an ides of the exact height of the metal pinnacle on 


‘the dome. 


‘The Moor replica of the pinnacle has no lettering on it, But 
the uppermost oblong-pitcher on the pinnacle-shaft if, minutely 
observed reveals some Islamic lettering embossed on it 


‘The first British archaeological chief in India was Sir Alexander 
Cunningham (whose declared aim was to use archaeology as a tool 
to convert all Indians to Christianity and perpetuate British rule 
over India) He had retired from the army engineering corps. It 
Js surmised that be sent some British soldiers to the top over 
‘8 bcaffoMding, equipped with a flame-thrower-stove to soften the 
curvy pitcher surface with red-heat and press a stencil into it to 
imprint the Islamic slogan Alla-ho-akabar. But it is said that the 
persons who carried out that metallic forgery have also stealthily 
stenciled their own names “Taylor” etc. underneath or on the other 
‘side of the bulging pitcher. I could never make it to the top of 
the dome (from lack of adequate facilities to climb that high) 
Yet | suggest that researchers and bureaucrats who value the truth 
‘and are resourceful enough to muster the necessary climbing facilities 
investigate the suspected fraud and forgery mentioned above. 


A Pictortal Analyaie 
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The full-scale replica of the pinnacle 

blue chips im the red-stone courtyard en the ec il 

foot of the so-called seven-storied Fawal perey picdels 

Lopped with a coconut displayed 4 + The pate 
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mis lr a corner of the terrace from which the lange white Ces, sense RiP bn ote ea Ty 
dome rises in the background. Only the lower portion of the large cine. Te bee cn martle 
dome girdled with te Hindu lotus petal design is seen. ‘with Lord Shiva, OOPS {00 are uscd 
‘The red stone flight of steps on the ter 

white (coved) dooe to enter tbe hallow dome arnt. ot 


observed (beyond the cupola and the ga ee 
right-hand-side, As one enters that doorway one fas to traverse 
15 feet distance before reaching the lofty hall inside, That proves. 
that the dome is made up of 13 f-thck masonry. Therefore the 
story that the angry hammer stroke of a disgruntled mason mate 
such an accurate tiny hole as to allow just one drop of « dad 
‘Shahjahan’s tear to ooze on Mumtaz's cenolaph only on moonlit 
nights is a typical specimen of the fraudulent detail that make 
up the concocted Sbahjahan-Mumtaz legend of the Ta Mab 


Tae ty a 


* femple Palace 
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Tue the upper part of the marble frame of the arch. The 
Tun aide marble i Liner than its counterpart on Ue right. Also 
Tusly oteere the niches on the right and left, The Vedic idol 


In thom were chisellod way and niches were patched up 


A Pictorial Analysis 

am 
with broken bits of martle, Readers are 

wy the niches and door framen with a maps stan toms 
SJose attention Vo realize the coool Teaghe ots aa 
nd manhandling of the entire Te perinetienn) 
a juorve (oe Tedanelar acca ml tn 
Tbe right ank oblong stone ie Mack-tit pa, aa 


Observe the two arched niches. ‘The arches 
semi-circular folds are» Hindu architecturd! spesaity. Toe htt 
term “‘Indo-Islamic architecture’ was forged by ‘taffiel Watam 
scholars who mistook captured and manhandled Hind 

to be Muslim. Por instance readers may covey observe the born 


_ 


4 ‘The Taj Mabal Ia A Temple Palace 
slabline below tho arches of the two niches. They betray patchwork 
Gating. Also notice the horizontal narrow marble strip ot the 
top of the picture consisting of pieces of marble of different tints 
and sizes crudely patched up. 


is isthe loft sido of the west arch. Notice the broken design 
patch atthe left and the cracked niche panel at right. The left-hand 
Jower frame bas an imperfect diagonal black line running down 
the middle which shows thot « random slab bas been haphazardly 
used to cover up some Hindu details. 


1 Pictorlal Analysis 


A ‘riverside rear view. The octagon 
parte seven-story ing ch na 
as 8 mosque from 1631 A. 2 ater 
i prt of the sole Job, Come me ag 
stone wall. In that wall is a clear borg yee tr 
lower portion is the plinth. ‘he upper pote 
the space below the two marble Lowey 
side of Une marble towers on the rel 
paved with red stones, forming the base 


THES ee 
Le plints (aot sen in this tire) 
clove to the two towers, Te pliath and the row of acs Tt 
Misible) above the plinth-ine represent two stores trl SR 
Below the plinth there is probably » sublerancan soni Ti 
plus the two stories in red stone and the four stories 
together make the seven stores ofthe central Set 
in prince Aurangzeb's letter to bis father enh 
Likewise the two Nanking red-stone buiKinns of bape 
(ot which only the two corner tower pee 
are referred to as the mosque r= 
sbrupt confiscation of the whole Hind etaie ty Spebiohen 
1631 A.D. 


‘There are two doorways in 


m ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


‘The three domes of the s0-callod mosque are a misfit in fstam. 
‘Since Islam ‘as only one Allah and one prophet for whom is the 


third dome? Moreover the qibla (i.e. the prayer niche) is not 
aligned to the Kaba in Mecca as it should be in a genuine mosque, 
Also whon there are three qiblas instead of one they coulda’t all 
be aligned to tho Rabu at the same time. And since the twin 


building on the eastern Mank is a non-mosque it 
follows that its identical counterpart to the west is also 8 non -m 
Only buildings with the same function and purpo 
Identical design 


w 


Tis oa fro ew of tesa 

ew of the so-called mongue facing the marble 

Tejomatiy fom the west. At the righ rar comer may be 
48 octagon seven sari red stone, mart 

\e, marble top tower 

tesching down to the river bank. Six sores of this ae above 


‘A Pictorial Analysis 


2 


This n0-called moogue to iy 
In the picture is Gree-stred, Ten Mts Mh 
storey. The sealed ventilators oe ca pes 
eft mars che upper sre, whe Une nes eH 
form Us topmost sre. Trae ert re 
reachiog down to the river lev and ey en Mae eesath 
seeking a ll even, ‘teria tenn 


‘rere in an identical seven-stored red stone martes 
‘win-building facing the marble Taj Mabsl from the cast While 
the edifice seen in the above picture is advertind as montis 
because it stands on the weat fan is twin ote ester Da 
is justified by Islamic bluffs ax « ‘Javab’ Le. 4 
Tottigent visitors must not be then in 
8 genuine mosque is never & seven-s 
wel never be in the Vee cchre-ccour stan. Try tbe tee 


fon the western flank too must be A 800 
Xo be remembered that i two Dings fe _ 
tape thar ses too must be Wels. Hf OF MASS 
he eastern flake is a non-moague 1 cots 


ae ‘The Tal Mabal Is A Temple Ps 
sweteen side must also be a non-mosque, The gibla i.e. the central 
Frayer arch of the above bulfing is not aligned to Mocca ay it 
srmuld have been, had it been raised as a mosque. The muezzin's 

slim caretaker in the 30-called 


minaret too is missing. If the lone Mi 
snosque is talked into cooperation be lights a di 
fone through the dark corridors of the seven-storied edifice, 
‘Aiernatively one may romp through the identical seven-storied 
building on the east. On the red-stone pavement at the foot of 
the esstern building is a full-scale replica of the gilded pinnacle 
shaft that stands rooted in the Taj Mahal high - dome. Therein 
fone may clearly see that the design shows a metal pitcher (based 
on the midpoint of curving shaft) with the sacred Vedic coconut 
placed on curving mango-tree leaves. That the pinnacle replica is 
displayed on the eastern flank is significant because of the importance 
fof the Fast in Vedic life. The two flanking buildings were 


reception-pavilions of the temple-palace. 


m lantern and guides 
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rte marte pins as at its base a red-stone courtyand. Ay 
wurtyard are such identical ot 

four comers of that court nie 

align which along with the ie toward ai 


sewen-staried pavilions 


te tour earners of the marble plinth served » towers for 
vroirie. during the day and 88 lamp-towors he night 0 
sear the populace could identity the Tejomabslaya temple-palce 
teamed wp in Vights In dark nights 

re octagon has special significance in Vedic tradition which 
hols that God and the sovereign hold sway in all Len directions 
Toe octagon represents the eight surface directions while the pinnacle 
pints to the besven and the foundation to tho nether world 
Eonsequently octagonal patterns abound in Vedic (Hindu) temples 
and plsces 

The inverted lotus cap on top of the dome is also a Vedic 
specaty beeause in Vedic etiquette the hands, fect, eyes and face 
of respected and doted individuals are invariably referred to as 
Jotus-hands, Jotus-fee, Jotus-eyes and lotus face. Personal names 


such as Kamal, Rajeev, Mrinal, Saroj are all synonyms of lotus. 


Beyond the river stream may be seen a similar redstone tower 
which indicates that there used to be bathing ghats on either bank 
which were demolished st Shahjahan’s orders. Boats also used to 
ply tn thove days scross the river stream. Iron rings fixed in 
he redstone wall at the rear of the Tejomahalay were meant to 
tether the boats. The ruins on the other bank are remnants of 
Hindu structures which were razed by invading Muslims. But 
mitrvemcy sides vying to impress gullible visitors in a hurry mislead 
‘the latter by bluffing thet those constitute the foundation of & 
Sock marble mausoleum which Shahjahan intended for himself. 
‘Thus the Shahjaban legend serves as a merry bandwagon in which 
‘= number of such Muslim bluffs could be shoved by anybody 
indiscriminately. When even the white Ts} Mahal isn't Shabjahan's 
creation be cullin't even dream of raising its black marble match! 
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Pictorial Analyaia 
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= The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pay 
seal and gg tbe sare window above the entrance arch. Als0 notige 
4 chippped off portion of the red-stone base of the window 

ich clove inspection from top to bottom, inside and out 
of every edifice forming the Tejo Mahalaya temple-palace complex 
‘will roveal how the jgring and sealing, blocking and barring of 
thousands of rooms and hundreds of ventilators, staircases and 
doorenys, uprooting idols and burying them inside sealed chambers 
to disfigure and defile » world-famous specimen of glorious and 

perty Vedio architecture with the help of thousands of labourers 


tolling unpaid to the erck of whips was misunderstood by 
contemporary European visit hy ag Tavernier, Bernier and 
Petor Mundy as construction of a ma m 

All that was a colossal misunderstanding and misrepresentation. 


What the 


gestured 


stray, foreigners, ignorant o 


Yoeal Muslim 


wim hut furious "building activity’ for? they were informed that 


ing readied for Mumtaz. That was technically, 
Fronieally und tragically true but factually it was vandalism 


by imperial Mogul robbery on a gigantic scale. 


Note the pairy of cobra di 


gn on the red-stone panel at the 
base of the 


ame. What are the cobras there for if the building 


‘Thw edifice on the next page is even to this day known 9 
iogur Khan, Wterally meaning » drum house. Every prominent 
Hindu vemple and palace has such pavitions where sacred, soft 
Musical vtrsins wid to be played on the shchnai to the best 
Of drums at morniny and evening Tejomahalay temple prayers 
and ak royil congreyutions. Correspondingly music is taboo both 
iy Muslim mosques and mauscleums. Moreaver music and 
drumbeat are totally ruled out in burial grounds where the dead 
Noel pence AY we are told. "Therefore the Nagar Khana is yet 
atiother irrefutable indication of the temple-palace origin of Tejo 
Mahataya sling To}mabal 


A Pictorial Anstynia 


re iy an exact twin of this Nayar Khana just opparia on 
fer of the arden like this one an the wskern sde 
sn in the centre of the rectangular garden i 8 matte 


1 bor 


Io between t 

Such symmetrical planning inn hall-mark of Vell architects 
while Islamic constructions are all confused conglomerates of 
jumbled-up, pell-mell patterns 

‘The octagonal marble-top lotus-petaled cupola of the Naga 
Khana and its ochre stone, matching the Hindu fag, is yet another 
distinguishing Vedic trait 

‘Though only three storien of this edifice are sea above tht 
karden-lovel it could be that undemesth there are fur more alt 
reaching down through the massive defensive wall (of the 
complex) at the rear J 

‘To the right sbout £0 yas. away isthe so-cael MS 
between this Nagar Khana and the so-callesl meats =| 
like an octagonal Lower outwardly, But i it ee 
seven-storied well with circular staireays Jeng 
Water Jevel tallying with Uhe near river-}eh 


Biter 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 
= 
owe stories are ancient sesvenging-type latrines 
pecan te apartnena inthe geven storice served a 8 royal treasury, 
Tre treaare-cherts used to be in the lowermost storey 90 that 
thecal be pushed into the well for safety in ease the premises 
tet to be surrendered to 8 superior enemy. Cashiers occupied the 
lower stories wise tbe higher officials squatted on the upper stories, 
‘Toe weter In the well served as natural sirconditioner with no 
matunism (lsble to breakdowns) involved. Such ingenious 
fumnening of nature to human needs requiring no maintenance 
staff, equipment or funds is a unique speciality of Vedic architecture, 


On some of t 


Encydlopsedias and other reference books carelessly record that 
the Tajmab complex consists of guest rooms, guard rooms, stables, 
shopping arcades and pleasure pavilions. All these are 


Sppurtenances of 8 Vedic 


shrine and not of premises cluttered with 

busied corps. The picture above depicts a kitchen for pms 

fod Hickory by tbe side of what was an earlier sentine! temple 
‘1 now poinied out as Sarhandi Begum's tomb. 


‘A Pictorial Analysin 


‘The corresponding tomb of 
Satunnisa 
it whot is dubbed as Fateh Rant haa 
puri Begum's Suet ta 
‘mone ween below, 


All this shows bow the lavish, extensive, ancient, sacred, Vedio, 
Hindu Tejomahalaya pilgrimage complex tn being milly, 
indiscriminately, loosely and wantonly explained away x3 momuer 
land Lombs of nondescript harem women sho fd not even 8 dost 
roof over their heads during thir life-Limes and whowe rams wre 


been hardly ever mentioned in histories. 


As one comes out of th easter gate ofthe parking aise 
poate the river bank 


Wat we have shown ave ito # 
sculptural Islamic fongery abounding fa 1 - 
+3 that it oll ed 


wl 
‘The Tajmahal complex is 30 vast and ta 
an army of uciiana and echoes «gle b 
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Toe four cenotaphs ought to be dug up and examined for the 
simple reason that Shahjahan and Mumtaz, just two individuals, 
clint have been buried in two cenotaphs each. That cleacly shows 
Sat at least two of thove four cenotaphs are fakes. Then the question 
Atat arises is which of thone are fakes, the ones in the upper octagonal 
sanctum or in the basement chamber ? What is tbe purpose of 
Shwe fukke cenotspha 7 What are they hiding ? And how- does 
oor explain mway Mumtar's cenotaph in Burhanpur 7 


Test hundreds of Vedic idola must have been buried or walled 
SP is the Tsjmahal complex should be apparent from the analysis 
Preweted in thin book. A corroboration was unes 


A Pitortal Analysis 


Mahal “I met an old gardener, = 
of the Taj and he teld seri t Main who 


room wittoat permindey ie 
in ket forthwith bt eveine, be a eg Es 


to people who would balieve him He a ary 
the ancient faith of Ube land where niet Bt OH ok to 


bere hin ancestors wery 


emer of India bu 
and academicians Aauntng bigh qulistions and pot waree 
the world to desist from disclosing the Hindu org of the 
incessantly for the last 350 and odd yers, Thi aad commatary 
on the frailty of human character. ‘They would rathor pul up wilt 
falsity and fraud than disclose the truth and be darned, 
‘Through the threadbare discussion of Ube Toj Mahal ine 
presented in this book our objective is to avaln and ler scholare 
and bureaucrats to the fact that historic eliion throughout the 
‘world advertised as Mustim are invariably captured property, Ths 
the so-called Cardova mosque and Alhambra in Spain, the Al Agee 
and Dome on the Rock in Jerusalem, the Sbah-i-Zind and Tameran® 
mausoleum in Russia, the Ghazni tower in Afghanistan and tbe 
humerous forts, palaces mosques, mauscleums and township 
advertised as Mustim in India will bo found to pre-date Islam Hf 
the present gullible and shoddy methods of namesake Metrics! 
research are severely shunned. 


Unt I published my discovery in 1965 A.D, ea Mia 
ta not a Muslim mausoleum but a eapurel and ini tle 
emple-palace called 'Tejo Mabalaya, for over aes 
been completely oblivious of the abounding Yip pane) 
tn the edirce such as the one shown on the nes Pag TE 
the world of difference in viewing the Ts) 
or aa a temple palace. 

When one stands near Musa’ emote (Wek 
the ancient sacred. Shivling) and looks up above 


mires 
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the concave domed ceing the holy Hindu pattern 

Teal chain hangs down from the centre of the dom 
ght Vedic directions, 


ty shafts pointing to the 

fs duster of 16 cobras, sin 

‘em, ta tho 

iissile of Lord Shiv. The outer wider circle ism 
Ail these concentric circles represent pe 


hiv ig ala 


uy made up of multiples of eigh 
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Tha earten wher 

via 
ative bung th in 


‘The Jofty red-stone gateway to thy 
entry tickets in decorated (at about 
surface) by the sbave continuous 
snd out, 


Peer at it carefully to realize that Une entire bunting fy made 
up of such cleverly wrought. three-in-one Ganesh images (tw in 
profile at the right and Jeft with trunks raised and one frontal 
in the centre). Lord Ganesh is appropriately at the enranos and 
in Vedic saffron colour. If carefully counted they are likly ta be 
in exact Vedic multiples of 8. 


between Khandh 
of the building on the next page 
for the upkeep of captured Hindu property. Toe domi Ty 
Of their pinnacles is proof of our suecine 

historic sites the construction is all Hindu and) 


‘Derbanpur snd the nest Asie fo) seem 
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ompitlty to Hinde royalty proceding north or sx 


eedtings or rillary expeditions 


Barhanpur has many magnificent mansions which are currently 
being dewcribed a9 moeques and tombs of alien Islamic invaders, 
because of protracted Islamic occupation. 


This building is one such ancient Hindu royal palace captured 
by the Moghuls. Mumtaz died here during her 14th delivery around 
1631 A. D. while she and Shabjahan were camping here. She is 
‘sid to be buried in a Hindu pavilion in front of this palace, sbown 
{in another picture enter. 


The corridors at the approsch Uo the Taj Mahl are typically 
Hindu. They may be veen in any ancient Hindu capital. Note the 
‘wo oetagonal towers (cupolss) at the right and left top in the 
Poole verleas. Only Hindus have special names for the eight 
Givecions and celestial guards amigned Lo each. Any octagonal feature 
in histori buildings sbould convince the visitor of their Hinds 
origin Guards, palanquin-bearers and other attendants resided in 
hhundrwts of rooms slong numerous such corridors when the 
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‘The whole spacious quadrangle outside the lity entrance te 
he Ts) garden is lined by such stately shopping src we 
the French visitor, Tavernier describes a» bazar of tx ont 
‘All outstanding Hindu temples have wach taaars sro them, 
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be platform of the Taj Mabal facing 
refully study this desiga which 
fr cobras, 

$ an inlaid 


Visitors standing on th 
ts lofty entrance arch should 
adorns its top. The uppermost pattern is that 


facing each other with hoods raised, Underneath the 
Underneath them are 


bunting of be 
Bits of marble of different hues an: 
extracting Sanskrit inscriptions and Mi 
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‘Toe dome of the Taj Mahal baring «ti 

4 ident pinnae, 
of s non-rosting eight-mtal Hind a ate 
a lightning deflector too. oy. The pinnacle served ny 
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Ths penile hae an Istemic 


creecon and war or 2 lighning conductor installed by the British 
Th te o menmure of the caress manner in whic Indien Natory 
hh been suid Ul now. Visually identifiable things ke thi pinnae, 
teo eve boon misinterpreted with impunity. To top of the 
ame, below the pinnacle, ie an unmistakable Ff Ane 
figure of this pinnacle isin : 
Mena!,p = protrading 6 

Tre Hindu horizontal crescent. an scant top togther 


Jook lke # trident from the garden te 
Islamic crescents are always oblique. Moreover they are almost 


hays complete circles lenving a little opening for a star 


This Hindu pinnacle had all these centuries been misinterpreted 
f8 wn Islamic crescent and star or # lightning conductor installed 
by the British, 


The embossed writing on the pinnacle needs a thorough forensic 
Probe, Researchers must climb up to the upper-part of the pinnacle 
shown sbove to closely decipher the crude lettering on the pitcher 
front below Uhe coconut design. It ia suspected that the first British 
srchanological chief in India, Alexander Cunningham got the Islamic 
slggen Allsho Akbar embossed on the metal surface with s 
flaine-thrower stave. Since Cunningham had retired a9 a Major 

General from the British Indian Army engincering group it is 
Ieieved thet among the trusted eutensnts whom be entrusted 
bat forging job wes one Trylor and others who Look care to imprint 
their own names too at he same spot st the front or back. Gen 
Canningharn wns made the first archaeological chief in India only 
because be had suggested to his higher-upe a cunning plan to attribute 
‘ont histories! edifices in India to Muslims to put them at lggerhests 
‘with Hindus to ensure perpetuation of British rule in India. Ik was 
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in pursuance of tat nefarious plan tha 
historic’ bridges towers, forts, mansions. 
1 invading Muslims. It is thot branen ches 
Nice haiver around India's historical mak 
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This full scale figure of the pin the dome, has bee 


lntsid in the red-stone courtyard of the Tj Mabal of the Marking building wrongly dubbed ax Jaw 


cla 

2s catace tommy eae Ce 

‘i aan fon aches ncurses 
Porpesrmnnt seiner 

Scryer Ta the pal des ese a 

Se, sn aoiionn arr ae ee 

in Vedic culture. b> 

Ti comet op ond sha oa 

cos ties Ua. ¢ wale Jo) a ea 

or atin the Hinalaye os ay ele eee a 

(en of tw stat seo tpl a Tage 


The apex of the lofly entrance arches on all four sides of th. 
‘Tuj Mahal bears this red and whi lotus trident» nealing Ut 
the building orig 

forming. Une mid 
building from Jaipur state's Hindo ruler, Noli the pet of 
marble of dissimilar sizes and shades around the Kor, lng 
ar that the stones bearing Koranic extracts were used nly 
‘up teping cavities Ve after digging out Sankt inaction 
tnd Vedic ils around the archways on al four aie of the Ts 


One miy see HL to the east at the foot of the riverside arch 
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Tis is the Dhature flower essential for Hindu 

The flower is depicted in the shape of the exvea 
Incantation “OM: Embossed de 
Green 
where 
While pe 
OM" 4 


va worship, 
red esoteric Hindg 
looming “OM. ary 
onal central sanctum of Sig 
mbulating around the central chamber ene een amd 
: He may 400 such 


f thi 
yer the exterior of the 


ma fake grave in Mum 


wall 


Alto on the same wall (not seen in this photo) are embossed 
marble panels showing foliage of the conch-shell design which again 
fs m sacred Hindu motif. 


Buch are the magnificent marble-paved shining, cool, white 
bright rooms of the Taj Mahal temple palace's marble ground Noor. 
Even thelowor third portion of the wallsis covered with maynificent 
martile mostic. The doorway at the left looks suspiciously closed with 
# tone slab. One can porambulate through these rooms around the 


pmol Arayle bl 
2 sanctorum now occupied by Mumtaa’s fies grave. 

csotral oe acen through the central door, enabled pera: 

‘Toe sport keep their eyes fixed on the Shiva icon in the oantral 


ter. This perambulalory passage is yet another proof of the 
ex baving originated aa» temple 


i 


Hindu Shiva icons are consecrated in two chambers ane above 
the other. Therefore Shahjahan had to raise two ae 
of Mumtaz - one in the marble basement and a 
jgound Moor to desecrate and hide both the ‘Shiva emblems fe 
pubic view. That explains why two cenotaphs on bra sone 
to be erected for » single corpse. 


Sich are the rooms on he Ist floor 
of the Taj Mahal, ‘The two staircases leading 


‘The: 
‘Shaaban’ mes 
fre kept locked and barred since ve 


these upper storey chambers is 
Mogul troopers who encams a thee ron wt 
‘Bray silver doors, the gold railing and 

"0 heat water and cook meals 


F. pome:can te's 
ie 
‘The fos pave been stripped off their marble pane!s. Shahjahan 
ot 


onsinicting graves ind engraving the Koran because he did not 
Aww wheretrom to procure marble matching the sp 
Fest of the Ts} Maul, He was 
spend much even 


ndour of the 


A converting w robbed Hindu temple into an 


a Jaisingh of 

rm That was adding insult Wo 
i Sd o supply marble to disfgure 
nt 00 ct inidered temple-palace by littering it with 
ile tering and cenotaphs 2 And the 


refuse Jaisingh not only 


poly na 


fe but also detained quarry wor 


‘This stairce 


# aymmetrical one at the other end 


b the marble platform. ‘Two such 


[A Pictortal Analysis 


The Taj Mana I 


. 
See em an Sa 2 
core ound floor have been barred to visi 
tow 4 above the marble ground ten berry 
ait following Mogul dictates and hough 
Joe frm Moye! siamie rule 


A Wictortal Anaysin 


of nia cee sonra locked to toot ie 
Therefore the public must prenvuriae the’g 
locked and sealed chamber 


The rooms may be seen door-within-dagr jp 
public knew that the Ta) Mahal ly a strueture 
rooms they would insist on seeing the wh 


2. room in the secret worey undemeath the marble 
0) Mahal. Many such features of the Ty) realy 


ede 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temy 
ue ple Palace 


unknown to the public 90 long as they see It only as a tomy, 
Fane public knew how much it is missing in the Taj Mahal 
i insist that tbe government unseal all the seven stories in al) 
ty balding. 


A.comer of one of the 22 rooms in the secret storey immediately 

below the marble platform of the Taj Mahal. Note the strips of 
Hinde paint on the wall. The ventilator at the left. meant for sir 
andlight from the riverside, has been crudely walled up by Sbahjahan 
He did not bother even to plaster it. Had Shabjahan built the Ta} 
13» mausoleum what was the purpose of such 22 rooms? And 
why are they kept locked ? Such crude, unplastered fillings constitute 
Shabjahan's much-flaunted building-work which is carefully and 
Aeliberuely hidden from the public 


‘A Prctoral Analysis 


One of the 22 riverside % 
rooms in» 

Mahal unknown tothe public. hain 8 72% rey of hy 

marble Taj wantonly difiguet Tm a 

& doorway. Such imperil) Mop e 

public. Thia room is in the red wont He Bde fem the 

the marble plaform. Indian bistory han beer cama tae 

in lauding destroyers as grat builders. Tatton 

be refered not asthe eer of the ep pata 

of its costly Matures and distigurer of the sublime, aaa em 

of the holy ‘Tejomahalaya iran 


‘The Taj Mahal I A Temple B 


mu 
page wenttaar of one of the 22 rooms in 8 were storey 
im, i een fore eros sled with unplastorl bricks by 
History bas been so perverted and inverted that allen 
sori tke Staahan who spoded, damaged, desecrated and 
store Hindu buldings, are being falscly paraded ag 
Piper. This crude unplastered wall blocking the tall arched 
Fra wenatoris Shabjahan's grand building work. Govt. of India's 


Hated! Survey of India CASI) is hiding such gagying and 
fincing of tbe Taj Mabsl from the public and fraudulently passing 
fre spi and span Hindu features ofthe Ta Mahal asthe ereations 


of Spabjebsan. 


{A Pictorial Analysia 


‘This eooteric Hindu desi bed 
the 22 locked roome in the sees ceeet oS ling at 
of the Ts) Mahal, ta Hinda names Ressecy = Mitta ptr, 


Hod Shabjahan built the Taj Mabal he would nok ave MS 


‘and barred 10 tbe publics 


such elaborately painted rooms sealed 
‘only if one can influence 


Even now one can enter these rooms 
the archaeology department to remove its locks: 


— 


ee 


aq ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace ih peril hate: 
22 locked rooms (in the secret st 
(On the inner Mank of the 22 : lorey 
In ret stone below the marble platform) is this corridor about 


enables one lo identify even s bare plinth 


a Hindu 
is pitch dark because Shahjahan has yealed \. The condor 
allowing light and sir 1 the verde Yntaiey 


Many such doorways of chambers in aeere stories underneath 
the Taj Mohal have been sealed with brick and lime, Concealed 
inside could be valuable evidence such as Sanskrit inscriptions, Hindu 
idols, the original Hindu model of the ‘Taj, the denecrated Shiv 
Linga, Hindu scriptures and temple equipment. The Congress Gov. 
in ja deliberately refraining from opening bundreds of such 
sealed chambers inside te Taj Mahal for fear of enraying Muslims 
and exposing the incompetence of historians worldwide, 


Besides such sealed chambers there are many which sre kept 
locked by the Government. ‘The public must raise its voice to bare 
these opened or should institute legal proceedings. 


Shree P. N, Sharma of F-26 Safdarjang Development Ares, 
New Delhi-16 who peeped through an aperture into theve chambers 
in 1994 A. D. saw a pillared Ball with images carved on te ples ; 
Mr. Ganu an optician of Swapna Negeri, Karve Road, Pune bes 
sla0 had a glimpse of some of those hidden dark chanbers Ming 
vital evidence of the rape of the Hindu. Ta} Mabal- But the I¥0 


8.5 ft, brond and 320 fe. tong. Note the scallop design at the base 
. ‘ofithe plinth supporting the arches. This is Hindu decoration which 


Were teen-agers then und felt beffled by the incongruity of Vedic 


Mdols in what was advertised as an Islamic wonder-msusoleum. 


‘The Ta) Mahal Te A. Temple Pat 


‘A Pictorial Analysis 


Most people content Lo see Mumtan'y “ 
to the rear riverside, Ty te ety 
won the ta 
ane may notice that the four-stred marti yaya, my 
Pelow Ho more storie in re sane Ne tha 
in the arch atthe left indicating that ther ae ea Sty 
ther of aca In be ee ee ne ly 
In addition to the four stories in martle, this 22 toma, 


arches in the Sh storey coathows Tel seo 
The th storey Wes in the plinth fn the lower prt 
photo, In another photo w doorway would be ken nef coe 
of tho paths indenting the preeence of sparen nae, fay 
were one could emenge on the river for a bath 2 


‘This is a riverside view of Ue Ta) Matal- The four-steced 
marble structure above has under it these fro storie rest 
down to the river level. The 22 rooms abown in oiber photos sf: 
‘hind that line of arches seen in the midi Bach arch ae 
ty Hindu lotus discs io white marble, dust above the ground He 


i 


a) 


os ‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple By 


is the plinth. Tn the Jeft comer of the plinth is « doorway indicat 
that inside the plinth are many rooms sealed by Shahjahan, One 
could step out to the river bank from the door at the left. ‘The 
7th storey is surmised to be under the plinth below the ground 


because every ancient Hindu mansion had a basement. Excavation 
to reach the basement chambers should start under this door. There 
is an identical door (not seen in this photo) at the right comer 
of the plinth 

Mumtax's so-called graves (in the marble chamber and the 
basement) are above these two red stone stories. That raisea a 
suspicion that Mumtaz is not at all buried in the Taj Mahal because 
how can a corpse be buried on a stone base two stories above 
the river level? Her mock-bu 
anc plunder the Hindu mansion 


| was a mere ruse to capture 


‘This is the massive octagonal well with palatial apartments along, 
ita veven stories. A royal staircase descends right down to the 


1 
i he reflection 
vement 
cea Ln 


Jr level indicated by the tiny white patch showin 
Fine photo fash. AX one stands on the red tone 
o wnarte plinth of the Taj Mahal, the red some 
imp left-hand extremity bouses the wel seen 


‘This was the traditional treasury well of the Hindu 
treasure chests uséd Lo be stacked in the lower storia, ha piste 
cashiers and treasurers sat in the upper stores. On ing besiege 
if the building hed to be surrendered to the enemy the trearee 
heats used to be pushed into the water for salvage later after 
fecapture. For real research, water shouldbe pumped out of this 
troll to reves! the evidence that lies at Ube bottom. ‘This well ly 
inside a tower near the so-called mosque to the west of the marble 
‘T9j. Had the Taj been & mausoleum this octagonal muli-stored 
well would have been superfluous, 


‘An aerial view of the Taj Mahal alias Tejo Mahalaya, ancient 
Hindu temple palace complex in Agra. For the fast 900 years the 
World bas been fooled into believing that this stupendous edifice 
Was built by the 5th - generation Mogul emperor Spabjalian 10 
commemorate one of his dead wives ~ Mumtaz, The two flanking 
buildings although identical, only the one in the rear is known 
8 4 mosque. But since the building on the east iss fon-moaque 
its counterpart on the west must also be # non-mosque 
Wis being misused as a mosque, its qila is not aligned 0 the 


Tee 


nj Mabal Is A Temple Palace 


Kaba and it alvo lacks # muezzin's tower, 

‘The Taj Mahal has seven stories. Six of them lie sealed and 
tural conemling rich evidence, The marble building in the centre 
ja Parked ty two symmetrical ones. ‘The one in the foreground 


{nthe eastern one. The one in the background is being misrepresented 
ss 2 monqie because it fs to tho west. Those should not have 
fees Montiel f only one was to be a mosque. In the courtyard 


‘4 the foot of the exstern building is inlaid a full-scale replica of 
the trident pinnacle. The tiny tower at 


bulMling, enchoses « huge octagonal seven storied we 


‘A Pictorial Analysia 


‘This is riverside view of the Taj Mabal, The four-storid 
marble structure above bas under it thee two stories resching 
down to the river Jevel. ‘The 22 rooms shown in other photon are 
behind that line of arches seen in the middle. Bach arch ie Marked 
by Hindu lotus discs in white marble, Just above the ground level 
is the plinth. In the Jeft corner of the plinth notice the doorvny 
indicating that inside the plinth are many rooms sealed by Shabjahan. 
One could step out to the river bank from the door st the left. 
‘The 7th storey is surmised to be under the plinth below Ube ground 
because every ancient Hindu mansion had a besement. Excavation 
to reach the basement chambers sbould start under this door. 

Mumtaz's so-called graves (in the marble chamber snd the 
besement) are above these two red stone stories. That raises #: 
suscipcion that Mumtaz is not at all buried in the Taj Maal beosave 
how can a corpse be buried on a stone bave two storia shove 
the river level ? 


Es} ‘The To) Maal ls A Teme Pay 


Pavan ou & 
varus pares | sora 
once vaun 108 


‘The square diagram to the right above enclosing nine equal 
divisions, pertaining to the Vedic deities personitying cosmic forces, 
forms the sanctum of every Vedic temple, and is known as the 
Vastu Purush Mandal 

‘That square sanctum is then enclosed in an octagonal frame 
15 depicted in the diagram at the left. That is the contour of the 
sanctum of the Vishnu temple at Deogarh (India) and of every 
other Vedic temple. 

Figures 8 and 108 are considered very boly in Vedic tradition 
‘becaue of their cosmic significance. For instance the distance between 
he earth and the sun is 108 times the diameter of the sun, the 
istance from the earth to the Moon is 108 times the dismeter 
‘of the Moon, modem computer calculations are octal; satelliter 
‘sen into space are octagonal, and 30 on. 


Above is a sketch of the Brahodeeshwar temple of Tanjerur 
in Tamilnadu province of Indis. The layout of the Ta} Mabal shown 
con the front cover of this book and in the arril view of the Ta) 
shown bereunder being identical proves that so-called Taj Mabal 
originated as a Shiv temple centuries before the &h generation 
Mogul emperor Shabjahan. 

All ancient churches in Eurgoe follow the same layout because 
hey too were pre-Christian Vedic temples which were misused as” 
churches by invading Christian zealots. 

‘Taree centuries Inter Mohammedans too emulating Christian 
‘usurpation edvertised and misused captured Vedic temples and 
palaces as Islamic mosques and tombs. 

Emperor Shahjrhan himself and his son and successor Aurangzeb 
hhave been very honest in laying no claim to the authorship of the 
Taj Mahal. So much so that the very came Ts} Mabal doesn’t 
figure in tbeir court records or contemporary Islamic chronicles. 

Contrarily Shahjahan's letter dated 3 February 163) (listed S. 


aad 


Ey ‘The Ta} Mahal le A Temple Py } 


[Agra signifying the Taj Mahal complex comprising of a 
Fe ea i rs cr dae 

See pee 
res he oe A me re Da 
ea ates Yr ton nei 7 ta 
ae 


The building above Yoested in Agra ix being currently dubbed ax 
Thimad Uddaula. That being « ttle conferred on Muslim courtiers 
itis abourd to designate « buBding by tat title 

The Muslin canard is that Mirza Ghias Beg who beld hat tte 
during the 4th generation Mogul emperor Jébangir's reine, fal 
iat grand palatial building roised over bis corpet. By whom ? 
By bis wife, son, daughter or bis son-in-law emperor 7 And if 
Ghias Beg's corpse could command such & paleoe for it where are 
the palaces in which Ghias Beg lived when alive and kicking 7 
Historians the world over have proved highly gullible to gulps 
such Muslim canards and have totally failed in their academic duty 
to closely cross-question such bogus claim, 

Mirza Ghiss Beg was the father of Nurjahan. Emperor Salim 
Jebangir being infatuated by Nurjahan’s bemuty. bad ‘ber husband 
murdered to kidnap and detain Nurjaan as an inmate of is teeing 
harem. Consequently ber father was elevaled ta the post of clef 
minister and was decorated with the tithe Nmad Uddauils 

‘The latter too had # lange harem in the wsusl Moslim trains 
Even so there is only one pair of cenotaphs in the cmtral chamber 
of the above bulding for Mr. and Mrs, (Which Mra ? Sino ie 


oe had o0e too many) Ghias Bags ’ 


— i # -. 


‘The To) Mahal Is A Temple 


ut thut fs not all. Every room of the above 
bove palatial bug 
is cluttered with Mr. and Mrs. pairs of Muali ay 

lim cenotaphs thougy 


‘every Muslim dignitary had scores of wives 
‘And yet none of the cenotuphs bears any name, that jy 
those cenotaphs are mere Muslim stamps and 


to occupy Hindu mansions. ii 

Hind the stove bulng ben rely riod over Ghias Bay's 
how sare elber Mabis- and Abas and Fumes sad Avon 
rest hore incognita? 

Had the bung been a sombre muhitudinous Musi mausoleum 
why should it walls be adorned with dacoraiv painted daigaa? 
And why sbould the bulding have three stores bul in ema 
Imuli-eoloured gleaming marble 7 Besides the two stories seen a 
the photo above the third i underground. All such considerations 
prove that the above buillng i tbe King’s palace but during Ra 
Paramarddev's regime 600 years prior to Shaaban, meron 
inthe Sensei Insrpton quoted In an earlier chapter. 


‘The above analysis should serve to alert honest historians all 
‘over the world to totally jettison the current gullible mode of teaching 
and replace it by the legal mode of judicious cross-questioning of 
every claim and assertion: 
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